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Fear of God; : 


ene Recomintinded unto · a 
People, from the Example of the 


Patriarchs, e Kings, ani | 
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Judges, C. 2 
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Fear of the Lord, that is Wiſdom, ang to 1 
from Evil is Underſtanding. 

Mal. iv. 2, 3, But unto you that fear my Name . 
the Sun of Righteouſneſs ariſe with Healing in 


wings ; and ye ſhall go forth and grow u 15 Cala 1 
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8 THE 
READ ER. 


| HE following Treatiſe, is in 4 
4 Love recommended to thy * 
Serious Peruſal, and Conſideration. 
It s a COLLECTION of 
Choice Texts of the Holy Scrip- 
tures, on that Excellent Subject, 
The Fear of God: With Hiſtori- 1 
cal Accounts, Remarks, Expoſitions, 
Obſervations,and Exhortations on the 
ſame ; to Excite thee, and all People 
to Live therein, becauſe there is no- 
thing more pleaſing to God, nor pro- 
fitable to Men, tho" tis too much 
wanted among ſome who will conſe 
it's their Duty, yet Live not in the 
Practice thereof; as by the following 4 
CONSIDERATIONS may appear, "I 
0 ®.-:-.4 8 _.-- "xi... 


3 — — 


Act — . —— 0 AT. : 4 — * 


& 
* . 4% 
w # + 
. 4 £ 1 RN 
% * 


To the Reader. 
1{t, Did all Men Fear God, as 


31. they ought, they would Love him 
* above all, and their Neighbour 
as themſelves, which is their Da- 


ty, and the great Commandment, 
on which hangs all the Law, and 
the Prophets. - 


2dly, If all Men did Fear God, 
As 72 ought, none would do un- 


Jaſtly by their Neighbour, nor be Un- 


that unto another, which they 


they 


r nor Proud, neither would 


„ at Bn. a 2 


a, 


would not have another do to them, 


for that's a breach of their Duty. 


zdly, Did all Live in God's Fear, 
good Works would abound, and Men 
would be ſafe in truſting one another, 
and there would be no Cheating, O- 


ver-reaching, Defrauding nor 'I rick- 


ing of any, nor any breach of their 
Daty thereby. 


Athly, Did all Live in this Ho- 
ly Fear of God, they'd prolong their 
Day 55 of 
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To the Reader. 


Days, and diſcharge the Duty they 
| | owe to him, who gives them all the 
good things they enjoy; be Wile, per- C 
* * * . 7. 1. 
fecting Holineſs, and ſubmit one pp, ;. 
„to another therein, and know the 5 
Lord to teach you, and his Secrets 25. 12. 
will be with you, azd the 11. 
Angel of his prefence will En- wg 
camp about you, and they will at- 28 
- + tata Riches, Honour, and Life, and Prov. 
have his Bleſſing, that adds no 2? + 
f . „ Prov. 
Sorrow with it, and this will be 10. 22. 
4 great Happineſs. 


 <5thly, Did all Men Live in the Pnal. 5. 
Fear of God all their Days, they'd 
Worſhip him, and they'd have 3 
ſtrong Confidence, and it would be Iſa. 33. 
their Treaſure, andiheydbe Edified, vas %, 
and have Comfort, as the Churches 31. 
* 4 throughout all ſudea, and Galilee 
and Samariah had in the Primitive 
| Times; and the Prophecy of David 
Concerning C 96 and the Goſpel 
| times, they would know to be fulfil- 
led, viz. They ſhall Fear the 
1 4 3 Lor d, 


To the Reader. 


Plat. Lord, as long as the Sun and 


Moon endureth throughout all 
Generations; He {hall comedown . ' 
like Rain upon the mown Graſs, 
as Showers that Water the Earth. 
In his Days ſhall the Righteous 
Flouriſh, and abundance of Peace, 
fo long as the Moon endureth. 
He ſhall have Dominion from 
Sea, to Sea, from the Riyers, to 
the end of the Earth. 


Theſe enjoyed, would be precious 
and bleſſed Experiences. 


ich.] heartily deſire all People 

may make it their chiefeſt Concern . 
whilſt they have time, to attain unto, 
Hy applying their Hearts to that Means, 
and to the ſufficient Grace of God 
that appears unto them, and will 
Teach and Enable them to the At- 
tainment thereof, if they will receive 
and learn of it. | 
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To the Reader. 


And I Recommend READER, 


to thy, and to all Men's C onſide- 
ration, whether it is not Mans In- 
* diſpenſible Duty, and true Intereſt, 
whilſt in this World, to Love and 
Live in the Fear of God, ſeeing God 


and Chriſt have Comunidad Wo. 


The Holy Prophets 7. God, and 
the Miniſters of Jeſus Chriſt, and * 2. 


the Angel that flew in the midſt of 


o 
. OE OR 


ns 


Heaven, having the Everlaſting 
Goſpel to Fs unto them that 
awell on the Earth, and to every Na- 
tion, and Kjndred, Tongue and Peo- 
ple, Taught it, ſaying with a loud 
Voice, FEAR 6 op, and give 
Glory to him, for the 1 of 
his Judgments is come, and Wor- 
ſhip him that made Heaven and 
Earth, and the Sea, and the 
Fountains of Water. 


And that all, both Young and Old, 
may be prevailed upon to Fear God, 
; 81 — is 
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To the Reader. 
is the Principal Ind ucement of my 
Writing this Treatiſe, 3 6 
And how Mean,cr Immethodical 
focver it may be eſteemed, yet I doubt 
act, but as the Fear of God is min- 


| ded by thoſe who Read it, it will not 
be unacceptable to them, nor unpro- ' 

|  fitable to any; for God is no Re- 
[peter of Perſons, but in every Na- 


|} as bien, he that FEARETH GOD, 
| *<-35-2nd WORKETH RIGHTE- 


| OUSNESS, is accepted with him. 
| Which that thou, and all may, is 
| my Earneſt Deſire, and fervent Pray- 


er to the God of all Power and Con- 
ſolation, and to the Father of Mer- 
cies, in the Spirit of his Son, the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; in whoſe Love 
I Remain, = AP 59 
T by Sincere Friend, | 


| 
3) 
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T HE 0 
INTRODUCTION. 


LE SHALL Firſt, Conſider Man, 
| of whom God ſaid, Let us make Gen. 1. 
Man in our Image, after our 225 
Likeneſs, and let him have Dominion 
over the Fiſh of the Sea, and over the 
| Fowl of the Air, and over the Cattle, 
and over all the Earth, and over every 
Creeping thing that creepeth upon the 
Earth. | 
Hereby we may obſerve, that God 
? _ ſpeaks as it he held a Councel upon 
making this Noble Creature, whom 
he deſigned ſo highly to Dignifie, and 
i make, as he ſaid, in our Image, after 
our Likeneſs, and to give him Do- 
minion over the Fiſh of the Sea, over 
the Fowl of the Air, and over the Cu- | 
: | tle, and over all the Earth, and over 


>» 
* 


every Creeping thing that Creeped ups 
the Earth. 


ty 


And 3 
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And this Dominion was not de- | 
ſigned or ſpoken th Adam only, Ex- 
cluding his Poſterity, but unto Men 
that are in God's Image, and after 
his Likeneſs, and the Likeneſs of + 


him that is Heir of all things, and 
by whom he Created all things, and 


5 made the Worlds, even his Son, 


z. Who is the brightneſs of his Glory, and 


the expreſs Image of his Perſon, and 
fits on the right hand of the Majeſty 
on high, and is the Image of the In- 
viſible God, and the firſt born of every 


Creature. 


Man thus Created, Dignified and. 

n Endued with Dominion and Power, 
eas bleſſed of God, and was bid to be 
fruitful, to multiply and to repleniſh the 


Earth, and to ſubdue it. 
2 Alfohe gave him every green Herb 


\ © dreſs it, and to keep it. 


bearing Seed, which was upon the face 
of the Earth, and every Tree, in which | 
es the fruit of a Tree yielding Seed for 
nes. eat. And the Lord took Man, and 
put him into the Garden of Eden, to 


He allo gave him Wiſdom, and to 
ſhew that he had greatly endued him 
therewith, the Lord was pleaſed 6 
bring every Beaſt of the Feld, and we 

. Fort 


ts 6 . 

Fool of the Air, to Adam, w_ what v. 19: 

be would call them; and what ſoc ver A- ' 
dam called them, was the Name there- 


= 

| And that Man's Comfort and-Hap- 
pineſs might be yet encreaſed (when 
among all the Varieties of Creatures 
that God had made, there was not 
found a Help-meet for Adam) God the 
wiſe Architect, or Builder, made or Built“ 
4 Voman, as the Scriptures declare; 
not of the Duſt of the Earth, as Man 
was made, but of one of che Ribs he 
tool from Adam when in a deep Sleep. 
And the Lord brought her unto 


: Adam, and he gave ber her Name, v. 23, 
WMoman, aud aſſigned the Reaſon why 
he gave her that Name. 


And then it's ſaid, Therefore ſhall a Sen 2. 
Man leave Father and Mother, and yo 


| ſhall cleave to his Wife, and they *ſnall 


be one Fleſh. 
Now when Man was ſo high- 
1y Dignified and Inveſted with 
ſo great Dominion, and Power, 
ant endued with fo Excellent Wiſ- 
dom, and Divine Underſtanding z ſo 
well and plentifully provided for, 
and made as it were God's Vicege- 
rent, to Rule here below, it was but 
meet 


- ( iv ) . 

meet he ſhould be in ſubjection, and 
obſerve the Commandment of his 
Great High ahd Sovereign Lord, who 
had beſtowed ſo great Honour, Fa- ( 
vours and Bleſſings upon him. 

And as God is the Creator of all 
things, and Lord of Heaven and 15 
Earth, Subjection and Obedience is 
due to him. 1 


4 
: 
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Fa- | 
CONTENTS. 
all g | 
nd INTRODUCTIO N,QUewing Man's Crea- 
is tion, how dignified 
and endued with Dominion, Power and Wiſdom, 
his Comfort and Happineſs whilft he kept his Stay 
4 tion. f Pe 1. 
* ; 
2 HAPTER I. Alan and Eve's great Liberty, 
and God's compaſſionate Regard to them, and 
ho they were beguiled by the Serpent, and Sin 
' entred by tranſgreiiing God's Command; and 
+ Death entred, and Paradice loſt. p. 1. 


C HAP. Il. Cain, Adam's iſt Son, was an Evil-doer, 
and the firſt Murtherer about Religion, and be- 
came a Vagabond. p · 4. 


CH AP. III. Noah, who was Righteous, whom 
+ God prelerved when he deſtroyed the wicked. 
with Exhortations and Admonitions to Old and 
Young, relating to their taking Wives and Huſ- 
bands who Fear God: with ſome Confiderations and 
Cautions againſt chooſing or accepting Wives or 


piring in their Minds, and providing for theni- 
ſelves without regard to the Lord, as the old 


World did, and the New, when they went frem 


the Fear of God. p- 7. 


Cc HAP. IV. Abraham the Friend of God, how he. 
was bleſſed, and not Forſaken in his Old Age, He 
a living - 

vi 


Huſbands who do not Fear God; and againſt aſ- 


The Cox TEN TS. . 


living in the Fear of God. And Righteous Lot, how 
he waspreſerved, when the wicked were deſtroy d 
by God's dreadful Judgment upon them ;. with a 
tender Warning to all, to conſider their ways. p.15 


CHA P. V. Iſaac, to whom the Lord appear'd, & 
bleſſed; with an Obſervation of the Care of godly 
Parents, for their Childrens Marriages. p. 21. 


CHAP. VI. Facob, with whom God was pleaſed 
for taking his Godly Parents Counſel, relating to 
his taking a Wife ; how he appeared to him, and 
bleſſed him; with an Exhortation to Children, to 
take their Gudly Parents Advice and Counſel; 
with ſome Obſervations on his Son Foſeph, and the 
tender and a ffectionate Love godly Parents and 
obedient Chitdren have to each other; and ho- 
the Lord dealt with the Mid wives for preſerving 
the Hebrew Children. p- 23. 


| CH AP. VII. Moſes, God's Servant whom he ſent 


to bring J/rae} out of Ægypt; and how it fared 
with them who fear'd God, and believed Moſes, 
When they abode therein; and alſo when they 
murmured and forgot God. 08. 


CHAP. VIII. F:thro, Prieft of Median, his Ad- 
vice to Moſes, and the Peoples Promiſe z and how 
God gave them Commandments, and. promiſed to 
make them an Holy Nation, if they performed their 
Duty: Shewing alſo, how God will teach all who 
will learn of him; with ad Exbortation to all, to 
Fear God, and diſcharge their Duty; and how He 
puniſhed them who did not; with a tender Conſide- 
ration of the Poor, and Exhortation to fear God. 35+ 


» CHAP. IX. Foſhua,s that faithful and valiant Ser- 


vant of God, to whole Voice God hearkened, * 
e 
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he ſaid to the Sun, Stand ſtill upon Mount Gibeon. 
and thou Moon in the Valley of Ajalon. p- 47. 


CHAP. Xx. Samuel exhorted Iſrael to ſerve God 
only; and when they fo did, he diſeomfited their 


Enemies, Allo Cautions againſt departing from 


the Fear of God; Shewing alſo, how fooliſhly Saul 
did, when he departed therefrom; and how danger- 
045 it isfor any to indulge themſclves in ſome Sins, 
and to depart from God, and confeſs too late: With 
an Exhortation to Obedience, and not to have Com- 


munion, nor join in Worſhip with thoſe whoare , 


wicked, and prefer their own Honour to God's, tho 
they be as great as Xing Saul. p- 49. 


CH AP. XI. Druid, was a King of God's Appoint- 
ings he flew Goliab; and was a Companion of them 
who feared God, and highly commended it. p. 65. 


C HAP. XII, Solomon God appeared unto in his 
young, Days, and his Wiſdom excelled all the Chil- 
dren of the Eaſt, he was wiſer than all Men; and 
was a wiſe Preacher, who taught the Fear of the 
Lord, and commended it. p- 74. 


C HAP. XIII. Rehoboam the King, not N 5 
en, 


and rejecting the grave gy e of the old 
loſt Ten Tribes; but when he, and the People 


humbledathemſelves, the Lord did not deftroy 
them. p- 80. 


CH AP. XIV. Abijab the King feared not God all 
his Days, but when he had regard to the Lord, and 


relied on him, the Lord dAivered him. p. 82. 


CHAP. XV. Aſa, King of Fudah, feared the 
Lord, and he beard and delivered him trom all his } 
Enemies. p. 84. 
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CH AP. XVI. ehoſapbat, King of Fudzb, feared 
the Lord, and his Kingdom was Eſtabliſhed ; yet 
by going into bad Company, and joining with Aha 
King of //rael,he had like to have loft his Life; with 


a Caution againſt going into bad Company. 
Fehoſapbhat's Excellent Prayer. Obſervation how 
Diſappointmenis come on ſuch who join with the 
wicked to get Gain. P. 85. 


CHAP. XVII. Eezekiab, King of Fudab, his Zeal 
for the Service of the Lord, and his Exhortation 
| ſent by Poſt. The good Effects of his Zzal and 
Fear; and the Lord's Diſappaintment of railing 
Kubſbe kab, and the Deſtrudt ion of them who fear: 4 
not God. -How God heard this King's Prayer; 
allo his Reſignation to the Will of Gd. P. 31. 


CHAP. XIX. Manzſſab did that which was Fei! 


in the Sight of the Lord; not fearing him, he was 
taken, bound, and carry'd to Babylon; but when 
he greatly humbled bimſelf, and feared, and prayed 
to God, he brought him again tv Feruſalem. P. 100. 


Cc HAP. XX. Ammon Feared not God, and was 


flain by his Servants, | p-· 102. 


CH AP. XXI. Fofiab, tho a young King, yet feared 


the Lord, and fought him; but not hearkening to 
the Words of Necho, from the Mou of God, he 


was wounded and died: and after when the Prieſts 


and People tranſgreſſed very much, and mocked his 
Meſſenger, and deſpiſed his Word, they were ſlain, 
and carry'd Captive into Babylon: But after the 
.. Seventy Nears Captiv y, by Cyrus King of Perſia's 
Proclamation, thoſe who feared the Lord, had Li- 
berty to go to Feruſalem, and they went, and wece 
Tealous to build the Temple, tho* there were ſome 
who troubled them, and informed againft Romy 
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but they went on, and Ezra the Prieſt bleſſed the 
Lord; and as the People feared God, he was with 
them.-----But the mix'd Muriages that ſome of 
them went into, grieved Exra, and offended God. 
With a Caution againſt joining in Marriage with 
them who neither Fear nor Worſhip God; and the 
ill Conſequences ſhewn, and a Remedy propoſed, 
p- 102, 
HAP. XXII. Nehemiah, the Prophet of God, ob- 
tained Leave to go to Feruſalem, and a Letter 
from the King to build the Wall of Feruſalem; 
which he did, notwithftanding the Oppofirion he 
met with from Sanballat, and the Scorn of Jobiab 
the Ammonite, who feared not God; and when 
ſome of the Rulers and Nobles were fallen into Co- 
vetouſneſs, he told them it was not good, and advi- 
ſed them to make Reſtitution 3 and by his Example of 
Liberality ſhew'd his diſlike ;, alſo hoo how they 
could not plead for their Doings, when under 
Trouble fur that their Evil Prafice; and thoſe 
who thought to do Nehemiah Miſchief, and uſed 
falſe Prophefies and Meſſages, were diſappointed ; 
and the Care thoſe who feared God had for their 
off-ſpring, relating to Marriage, is ſhewn, and 
the Covenants thoſe Parexts came under was com- 
mendable. P. 119. 


HA P. XXIII. Job, of whom the Lord ſaid, There 
was none like him in the Earth, had great Care for 
his Children, and Reſignation to the Lord when he 
loſt them; his Parience,----mindfulneſs of the Poor, 

Fatherleſs and Widows, and how he anſwered his 


Wife and three Friends ; and how Eliba miſſed in 


charging Job; and Job's Anſwer in Fear and Hu- 
mility to the Lord; and what the Lord faid to his 

three Friends, Job prays for his Friends, and the 
Lord accepted his Prayer ; and gave him twice 
as much Subſt ance as before, and he had Sons and 
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Daughters, and none ſo Fair as his Daughters: 
Po» 127 

C HAP. XXIV. Vaiab, that Evangelical Prophet, 
plainly told the People what would come upon 
them, if they feared not God, He alſo Propheſied 
of Chriſt, and tells who ſhall dwell on high. p. 148 


CH AP. XXV. Jeremiah the Prophet boldly teſti- 
fied againſt Backſliding Iſrael ; and ſhewed the Be- 
nefit and Bleſſing of Returning. p. 154. 


C HAP. XXVI. Ezekiel Propheſied of the Deſtru- 
ction of Jeruſalem, and rebuked the Preſumption 
of them who called God their Father, and would 
not Fear Him. And he propheſied .againſt the 

| fooliſh Prophets, who ſeduced the People; and a- 
gainſt the Elders of Iſrael, &c. Alſo of their be- 
ing brought out of Captivity. P- 157. 


CHAP. XXVII. Daniel the Prophet was made 

Chief Prefident, and when a Royal Statute was 

made againft his Praying, or putting up any Peti- 

tion for three Days to any other than to the King. 

1 He prayed three times a Day. He was no Occap- 
| onal Conformiſt; and when informed againſt, and 
came to ſuffer, he bore it patiently, and was deli- 
vered; as allo were Shadarach, Meſbach and Abed- 
nego, Who would not bow to the King's Image. 
And how Nebuchadnezzer, who was exalted in 
Pride, was made to acknowledge the moſt High 
God was able to abaſe,----who humbled him ; with 
a Caution to all Curſing Swearing Feaſters, and Co- 


ve tous People. P. 162. 
CHAP. XXVIII. Zoſea the Prophet pronounced 
ſeveral Judgments againſt Iſrael. p- 176. 


Foel the Prophet, called to the Drunkards to weep, 
and to every one to turn from their evil * z and 
| | e ed 
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ſhewed what ſhould come to paſs in the latter 
Days. a p. 177. 
Amos Propheſied aga inſt Fudab and Iſrael, declaring 
againſt their Oppreſſing the Poor, and Cruſhing the 
Needy, and calls on them, to meet tbeir God, and 
ſeek bim. He was evilly intreated by the Prieſts, 
and informed againſt, p 181. 
Obadiah in his Viſion, propheſies againſt Edom, and 
tells, the Lord would leſtroy the wiſe Men ay” + 
| P. 185, 
Fonah Propheſied againft Nine veb; on which the 
Lord on their Repentance had Compaſſion. p. 188. 
Micah, he Propheſied againſt Samar ia and Feruſalem, 
and pronounced Woe againſt them for their Ido- 
latry, Violence, Oppreſſion, and coveting Houſes ; 
and told them their Prophets made the People to err, 
and did bite with their Teeth; and apainſt their © 
Seers and Diviners, and thoſe Princes that abhorred 
Fudgment, and Prieſts that taught for Hire, and 
Prophets that divine for Money; and hoſe ibat laid 
wait for Blood. a p. 189. 
Nabum propheſied againſt Nineveb, and her Abomi- 
nations, M bore dms and Witchcraft. 194. 
Habbakkuk Propheſied againſt the Children of Iſrael, 
the Chaldeans, and their Covetouſneſs ; and againft 


thoſe that made Druntem and againft their Idola- 


try, and he declared how he would truſt in the 
Lord. P · 19 0 
Zephaniah Propheſied againft Fudab, and ſaid 4 6 
Lord would conſume all things off the Land; and a- 
ainſt Gaz, and the Land of the Philiſtines, and 
25 that the Lord would famiſh all the Gods of tbe 
Earth; and cry'd woe againſt the filthy and oppreſſing 
City, and againſt ber Princes and Fudges p. 200. 
Haggai Prophetied unto Zerubbabel Governour of 
Fudab, about the time the Houſe or the Lord 
was to be built in Feruſalem, ſaying in the Name 

| of 
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of the Lord, I am with you ; and that the Deſire of 
all Nations ſhould come. P. 203. 
Zechariah called to the People to turn unto the Lord 
of Hoſts; and told them his Zouſe ſhould be built 
in Jeruſalem ; and he propheſied of Chriſt, under 
the Name of God's Servant the Branch, and ſhewed 
how the Curſe went out apainſt every one that 
Stealeth and Sweareth. And reproved their Faſts, 
on which two things are Remari”d, and Conſidera- 
tions propoſed to thoſe who appoint Faſts now. 
and he ſheweth every Man ſhould ſpeak Truth to his 
. Neighbour, and execute the judgment of Truth and 
Peace. | p- 205, 
- Malachi the Prophet, Propheſiedh6&w God would ſpread 
Dung upon the Faces of the Prieſts who deſpiſed bis 
Name, and cauſed many to ſtumble; how the Lord 
would make them contemptivle, and would be 2 ſwift 
Witneſs againſt the Sorcerers, and thoſe who oppr:/s 
the Hiveling in bus wages, tbe widow, --- and thoſe 
who fear not the Lord. p. 210. 


A Collection ont of the Apocrypha, of ſome Excellent 
Sayings concerning the Fear of the Lord. p. 216. 


Some Paſſages out of the New Teſtament concerning 


the Fear of God. = AP 59 P. 229. 


g 
The Concluſion P. 241. 


THE. 
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þ 
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- hurtful to Man, and therefore for had 


Regard e God had, and hath 


TREATISE, &c. 


——— — — 
c H AP. I. 
Concerning A DAM and EVE. 

IHE Lord gave PER Liberty Gen. 25 

to eat of every Tree of the Garden 
freely. A lar, age Liberty, but he 

laid his Prohibition to ſhew 
his Sovereignty upon one Tree, and on- 17. 
ly One. And we may well conclude, 
that God who knows all things, knut w 
that the Fruit of that Tree wopld be 


Man to eat thereof; which ſhews, he 
"wonderful Love, and compaſſionate 


for. Men, only. forbids” their 

feeding upon that which, will hi Na | 

ruin. ech if ME: N bold 580 
ri 


(with a liking, _ ecelveq 


* 1 
TY ; . — 4 - . 
„ 2 — — 
* I Inno A * 


Gen, 3. 


Gen. 3.8. 


v. 6. 


* 
ö 8 * 
, 


and ye 


(2) 
did feed upon that which is Evil, be- 
i forbid. - 


-only : 5 
And when the Serpent tempted the 
Woman, ſhe remembred, and told 
him, God hath ſaid ye ſhall not eat of it; 
neither ſhall” ye touch it, leſt ye die. 
But the Woman, after her Confe- 
rence with the Serpent, and after the 


evil Eye in her was open'd, ſam the Tree 
was good for Food: But this was not 


?cill ſhe heard the lying Serpent's Ser- 
mon, who taught contrary to what 
the God of Truth had taught her, 


ay ing (in Contradiction to what God 


commanded) Te ſhall not ſurely die; 


for God doth know, that in the Duy ye 
eat OE then your Eyes ſhall be opened, 

all be as Gods, knowing Good 
and Evil. So that Evil Eye that pro- 
ceeded, as Chriſt ſaith, Marl 7. 22. 


out of the Heart (that the Serpent gets 


ice wo when that was opened, ſhe 
then, without a due fear or regard'to 
the Command of God, took of the Fruit 
ſhe was forbid either to eat or touch ; 

7 


aud did not only eat thereof her ſel 


but gave to her Husband alſo: So as 


he 75 firſt in tke Tranſgreſſion, ſhe 
quickly was inſtrumental to bring her 


band in alſo, 
"7 And 


3 Og os 


(3) 
4 And thus by Tranſgreſſion Sin en- 
tred, and Death by Sin; as God had 
told Man, an the Day that he eat thereof 
| | be ſhould ſurtly die: And ſo they did, Gen. 2; 
3 from the living Enjoyment of that 
Peace, Joy, and Felicity'that before 


mn weaerSr=r©_ ww - 


they had enjoyed in Paradice, out of 

which, after Sentence was paſſed u 

on them, they were driven. And | 

Serpem was Curſed, the Woman was Gen. 3. 

put under Subjection, and the Man, for s. 

| hearkening to the Voice of his Wife, 

| and eating what God had forbiden, the 

Ground was curſed for his ſake, and in Gen. 3. 

Sorrow was he tu ent of it all the Days of 1 
t 1 3 a 

Thus they, by going from the Fear 

of God, and by breaking his Command, 

became diſabedient and jundutiful unto 

3 2 had * — 9 * * 0 

and had provi o plentifully 

them, and loſt his Favour. 


— — — 


— — . 
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- (4). 


CHAP. IL 


Concerning C a ix, Adam's /f Son. 


Fr appears by Haly Writ that he * 


ved wicked, and did neither fear 
od, nor love his Brother; but was an 
Evil-doer, as all thoſe who fear not 
God are. Yet he, as many ſuch now do, 

reſumed to bring an Offering to God, 

ut the Lord had no 'reſpe& unto him 
nor to his Offering; for as he feared not 
God, he had not Acceptance, Sin lay 
at his Door, and he was ſubject 
thereto : But had he kept in the Fear 
of God, and not yeilded to his Paſ- 
fion and Wrath, for it was thereby 
that Satan came to rule over him, and 
by his Inſtigation he was excited and 


roſe up againſt his righteous Brother 


Abel, who feared God; and Cain not 
having the Far of God before his 


Eyes, flew him, and became a Fugi- 


tive, and a Vagabond- in the Earth; 
and being out of the Fear of God, 
was drove from his Preſence, and 
went and dwelt in the Land of Nod, 
on the Eaſt of Eden. © | 

| -. CHAP. 


— —— 


(5) 
CHAP: II. 


Concerning NOAH. . 
-. 1 


| ”" 
O AH was a Man that feared cen. 7; 

LV God, and was found Rightrome ** 
in his Sight ; for when God called him, 
and all his Houſhold into the Ark, he 
gave this Character of him, For thes 
have I found Righteous before me in this 
Generation : For that Generation were 
indeed departed from the Fear of God, 
Which ſo diſpleaſed God, that in the 
Flood he deſtroyed them. And Da- pars | 
vid faid,. He will deſtroy all the Wicked, 1, 
and (as Iſalab teſtiſietb) the Sinners out 9. 
of the Land. But it ſhall go well with 
them that fear God, and keep his 
Commandments; he will pity them that rfaims 
fear him, for his Mercy is from everlaſts 193: 73s 
ing to cverlaſting upon them that fear ' © 
him, and bis Righteouſneſs unto Childrens 
Children, to ſuch that keep his Covenant, 
and to thoſe that remember his Command- 
ments to do them: Surely his Salvation pſa, 85; 
is nigh to them that fear him, that Glory 9 
may dwell in our Land,. ſo great  Tleroy 

his Merey to them that fear him. He 


2% Hu Mercy 


i 4 
Pſa-145 will fulfil their Deſire: He alſo will 
3 ; , bear their Cry, and will ſave them ; for 
11. he taketh Pleaſure in them that fear him, 
in thoſe that hope in his Mercy. And 
Luke 1, as Mary the Mother of our Lord ſaid, 
is on them that fear him, 
from Generation to Generation. 
Oh therefore, that all People would 
fear God, that they may do as the 
Voice from the Throne adviſed, ſay- 
ing, Praiſe our God, al ye bis Servants, 
and ye that fear him, both {mall and great. 
Then, Oh then will the Lord have 
great regard to them; and as they 
are found working of Righteouſneſs, 
his Care they will experience to be 
- + over them, and they will find Ac- 
coeptance with God here, be Bleſſed 
in their Death, and Happy for ever. 
And will avoid, and be "preſerved 
from thoſe Evils which the Inhabi- 
tants of the old World, by departing 
from the Fear ot Cod, were found 
in; which too many, notwithſtand- 
ing they read what Miſery and De- 
ſtruction came upon them, are now, 
for want of living in the Fear of God, 
found in; though they call God their 
Father, and would be accounted the 
Sons of God, yet they are doing 5 
* thoſe 


Kev. 19. 
__— 


thoſe who were called ſo did, before 
the Flood, (of whom it's ſaid, When Gen. 6. 
Men began to multiply on the Face of the © 
Earth, and Daughters were born unto 
them) they took to themſelves Wines of 
"all which they chooſe : And being de- 
parted from the Fear of God, they 
ſaw the Daughters of Men (no 
doubt with that Evil Eye that pro- 
ceeded out of the Heart) that mey 
were Fair; (and as they feared not 
God) they preſumed to take them to 
be their Wives, without regard. to 
God, or ſeeking to him to direct them 
in their Choice; which was a great 
Evil, and is ſtil}, = very diſpleaſing 
to him. Oh! that all now, who own 
God for their Father, may ſeriouſly 
conſider this, and that they ought to 
ſeek to him, for Counſel and Direction 
in ſo great and weighty an Affair, that 
they may be directed to make their 
Choice, as all who are his Sons, and 
that Fear him, ought to do: And if 
they have regard to his Spirit, and do 
not as thoſe wlio were called the Sons 
of God did, in the old World, diſre- 
gard the ſtrivings thereof in their 
Hearts, which no doubt oved 
them, and would, had they received 
— | | *% : A 4 | i, 


* 


(89 He 
it, reſtrained them from thoſe evil 
Practices then, and all now may be 
reſtrained from thoſe Evils, for it 
ſtrives with all to keep them out 
of it, if they will but mind and 
anſwer thoſe Strivings, and receive, 
and not grieve the good Spirit of 
God, they may eſcape thoſe fatal 
Conſequences, which too often happens 
to thoſe who chooſe and take Wives 
out of his Fear; and indeed, what 
happened to them in the old World, 
who ſo did, ought to be a Warning 


to all now. 


On therefore, let both Young and 
Old, Men and Women, ſeriouſly con- 
ſider this, and take it for a Caution, 
not to chooſe and take Wives, or 
Husbands, out of the Fear of God, 
and without ſeeking his Counſel and 
Direction, and thereby grieve bis 
Spirit, and incur his Diſpleaſure, 
loſe his Bleſſing, hurt themſelves, and 
become unequally Yoaked : For ſure- 
1y thoſe that are Sons of God ſhould 
only take them Daughters of God to 


Wife, and ſuch Daughters ſhould on- 


Iy accept of his Sons for Husbands. 
And thoſe who follow the guidance 


of that Spirit, by which his Sons and 
Fi 1 I Daugh- 


" » 
* 


— wills hte. 4a 2697 Dr 


(9) 


Daughters are led, they will become 
Sons and Daughters © God: And 
hea, they will not do as thoſe before- 

engioned did, and thereby grieve 
him "as they did; for if they do, it 
may cauſe him to ſay as he did then, 
0. Sp irit ſhall not always ſtrive with Gen-6.3, 
for when the Lord in that 
Day, 75 that the Wickedneſs of Man was er. 
great, and that every Imagination of the 
Thoughgs of his Heart was only Evil con- 
tinually, it repented the Lord that he had 
made Man, When he forſook his Fear. 
Oh that all, eſpecially thoſe that fear 
God, and are called his Sons, may 
therefore be watchful, and careful 
that they do not take tbem Wives as 
they ſhall chooſe, as aforeſaid, and 
coy tothis Aind, and to the Grief 
of his holy Spirit, and thereby go in- 
to ſuch Wickedneſs, as thoſe that 
were called the Sons of God in the old 

. World did; and thereby grieve the 
Lord to his Heart, and cauſe the 
Lord to repent that he had made them, 

and provoked him to Deſtroy them, 
inſtead of giving them his Bleſſing ; 
without which (in a Marriage State, or 

any other State) they can't have true 
ry or enjoy his Bleſſing, which 

\ 3 A5 maketh _ 


* 4 
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>, 
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N 21 
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| een. 6.7. 
| Fleſh had 


"E 


(Co) 


maketh Rich, and addeth no Sorrow 


to it. 


Let then all conſider, what wit 


Wife, though never ſd Beautiful an 

Rich, Children, or Greatneſs in this 
World profit any; for if they chooſe 
rather to ' pleaſe themſelves in the 


_ Choice ofa Wife than the Lord, how 
can ſuch expect the Lord will beſtow 


that Portion upon them (which a good 
Wife is ſaid 15 be.) But if ale) ſer 


and ſeek him in their Choice, he'll 


beſtow upon them a good Wife; 
Which, as the wiſe Man faid of old, 
35 4 good Portion, which ſhall be given in 
the Portion of them ha foo the Lord; 


and à ſilem and loving Woman is his Gift, 


and 4 godly Woman i given to him that 


| fearath the Lord, Eccleſ. 26. 3, 14, 23. 


But if they do not fear God, they 
have no Right to this Portion or 
Gift, nor cauſe to expect his Bleſſing. 
And we may farther obſerve, from 
what we find in the holy Scriptures, 
That God, who deſtroyed the People 
of the old World for their Wicked- 


neſs, according as he ſaid he would, 


ed the Reaſon, which was, Al 
Corrupted his Way upon the 


— 
* 


8 „ . 


Cn). 
Earth, and it mas filled with Vidlence 
through them, And if any —4 how- 
ever, i anſwer, for their not living in the 
Ftav of God. AJ Chriſt ſaid, bn the Mat, 24 
Days that were before the Flood; they 8. 
—_ 4 Eating and Drinking, Ar- 
rying and giving in Marriage, till the 
ay that Noah entrgd into the Ark. 
wich ſhews they Marry'd, and did 
thoſe things out of the frav of Gd; 
= mark what followed, they were 
eyed. But unto Noah that fear'd 
Ga the Lord ſaid, Come thou and all Gen. 7.1 
thy Houſe into the Ark, for thee haue 1 
found Righteous before mo in this Genera» 
tion. And Noah only, remained alive, 
and they that were with him in the 
Ark, the place of Safety, -- 
And when Noah came out of the al 
Ark, God bleſſed | him and his Sons, and 1, 2. 
ſaid unto them, Be fraitſu and by, 5 
and repleniſh the Earth. And the Fra 2 
f you, * the dread of 'you ſhall be up- 
on every Beaſt of the Earth, aud upon 
every Fowl of the Air, up all that 
moveth upon the Earth, and upon all the 
Fiſhes of the Sea; and into their hand 
(5. e. that one God) they were de. 


lrvered. "us * es 
TY 1 wi; 4 : 1" Us 


(12) | 
ls it not therefore reaſonable and 
juſt ? that the Lord, who put all Crea- 
tures under the Dread and Fear of 
Man, ſhould be feared and-Dzeaded 
10 1 and that Man ſhould live in 
his fear always, and ſeek the Lord 
| therein, to be guided and directed by 
him in Marriage, and in all his Ways 
| Prov. 3: acknowledge God, then he'll direct 
| © his Paths, Then Mankind will not, 
{ without fear or regard to him, chuſe 
1 or take them 8 or let ork 
Love, Deſires, or Affection, go forth 
| after —_ his Creatures, ſo to take 
l and make uſe of them as to abuſe and 
on themſelves, offend God, grieve 
Spirit, and deprive themſelves of 
his Bleſſing, by going out of his 
Feer, and walking in their own evil 


But we find of Old, when Men were 

„ departed from the Fear of God, and 
. 13. aſpired in their Minds, and ſought to 
ik provide for themſelves, and to pre- 
vent their being deſtroy'd, or ſcat- 
tered abroad, they ſaid, Let us (ſee 
how conceited they were, and gone 
from the Fear of God) build US 4 City 
and a Tower, whoſe Top may reach to 
_ Heaven ; and Let us make . 
"A Wes” 9 O 


OT 


F ²˙ (Aa 


* d " \ 


Not conſidering in whoſe hand their 


Breath was, and how ſhort he could 
make their Time; thus Fooliſh and 
Vain is Man that fears not God, and 
makes not him his Truſt, nor Seeks 
him, nor Acknowledges him-in their 
Ways, as theſe did not; and there- 
fore God did not direct their Paths, 
nor bleſs their Undertakings; but 
ſcattered them upon all the Face of 
the Earth, . atid Confounded their 
Language, ſo that while they were 


Building the Tower and City, whoſe 


Top was to reach to Heaven, to pre- 
vent their being Scattered abroad up- 
on the Face of the Earth ; they were 
Confounde4 and Scattered abroad up- 
on the Face of all the Earth, and 
their Building or Babel they left, as 


a Monument of their Folly. Thus 


we may ſee and conſider, as Man loſt 
Paradice for Diſobeying God's Com- 
mand, and not keeping in his Fear, 
ſo Men (or the Sons of Gad) had 
their Days ſhortned, for taking 
Wives which they choſe, and grieving 
God's Spirit, and departing from his 
Fear, and the Old World, and the 
Inhabitants, for want of Living there- 
in were Deſtroyed; and the Inhabi- 
"IM. . | tants 


r 0 


(14) | 
tants of the New World, going ont 
| of the fear of God, and ſeeking their 
Tf own Preſervation, were Confounded and 
Scattered. Oh the many Miſeries that 
Men have brought upon themſelves 
for want of his Fear, and neglect of 
their Duty to him, who is the great 
| Father and Creator of all things in 

Heaven and Earth. The Lord there- 
| fore incline the. Hearts of all Men, 
to Fear and ſtand in Aw of him, that 
they may not Sia againſt him. 


| 

| 

| oh 
| CHA P. IV. * 
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Concerning ABRA H AM 7 | that 
| Feared God. 


Get thee out of thy Country, and 
from thy Kindred and Father*s Houſe, in- 
to 4 Land which I will ſhew thee: And 1 
will make of thee a great Nation, and 1 will 
bleſs thee, and make thy Name Great, 
and thou ſhalt be a Bleſſing, And T will 
Bleſs them that Bleſs thee, and Curſe 


HE Lord ſaid unto Abraham; 


"them 


| / 
wonderful and great Bleſſings that 


alt go to t 
Thatt be Buri in 4 


, they: For the Lord ſaid, Shal 7 bide 


(15) 
them that Curſe thee, aud in thee ſhall 
all Families of the Earth be Bleſſed. ' 


And Abrabam was Rich in Cat- Gen. 13, 


te, in Silver, and in Gold. And the "© 
Word of the Lord came unto Abraham in ;,, .- 
4 Viſion, being a Man that feared :. 
Cert Too not e F am 

' eld, and thy exceed! eat Re- 
ward (and he is 0 ſame 41 them 
that fear him.) And he believed in 
the Lord, and he counted it to him for ver. 6. 
Righteouſneſs, and ſaid to him, thou 
Fathers in Peace, thou ver. 15, 
good old Age. 

abam was 99 Years 


And when Abr 
Old,” the Lord 
did not forſake him when Old Age 
was come upon him) and ſaid unto 
him, I am the Almighty God; Walk be- 
fore me, and be thou Feral. And then 
God ſaid unto Abraham, As for Sarai Yer. 13. 
thy Wife, thou ſhalt not call her Sara, 
but Sarah ſhall her Name be, and I wil 
Bleſs her, and give thee a Son alſo of her, 


and ſhe ſhall be « Mother of Nations, 
Kings 0, Ago} wp be of her. Oh the 


God is pleaſed to beſtow upon them 
that fear him, bis Secrets are with 


—_ 


WW. 


50 


eared nuro him, (he Ger. 15, 


2 — _ 
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Gen. 19, 
17. 


(16) 
from Abraham the thing which I do, for 
1 know him, that he will Command his 
Children, and his Houſhold after him, 
and they ſhall keep the Way of the Lord, 
to do Juſtice and Judgment : That the 
Lord may bring upon Abraham, that 
which he hath ſpoken of him. And when 
the Angels were going to Deſtroy 
Sodom, the Lord ſhewed it unto A. 
braham;, How did he ſtand before 


the Lord, and draw near to him; 


and in Fear and Humility Reaſoned 
with the Lord, and Interceeded for 
Sodom, and that the Righteous might 
not be Deſtroyed with the Wicked; 
ſaying, Shall not the Judge of all the 
Earth do right; and the Lord Anſwer- 
ed him from Time to Time, ſaying, 
If there be 50 Righteous within the City, 
then I will ſpare all the Place for their 
ſakes, nay for 45, 40, 30, 20, and 10. 
and then the Lord left Communing 
with Abraham. 

But concerning Righteous Lot that 
feared God. The Lord had a regard 
to Righteous Lot, Abraham's Bro- 
ther's Son, who Received the Angels 
God ſent to Sodom, and they ſaid un- 
to Lot, Haſt thou here any beſides thy Son- 
in- Lam, and thy Sons and thy ate 

| an 


7) 

and whatſoever thou haſt in this Place, 
bring them out of this Place, for the Lord 
hath ſent us to Deſtroy this Place. But 
when Lot went out, and ſpoke to his 
Son-in-Law ( that feared not God) 


as the Angels directed him, he ſeemed gen. 19. 
to them as one that Mocked. 14, 15, 


And when the Morning aroſe, 
then the Angels haſtened Lot, ſaying, 
Ariſe, take thy Wife, and thy two Daugh- 
ters which are here, leſt thou be Con ſu- 
med in the Iniquity of the City : Look not 
behind thee. Thus the Lord being 
Merciful unto him, faid, Eſcape for thy 
Life, look not behind thee, and he 
haſted to Zoar, a little City that was 


ſpared for Lot's fake; that was a 


Man that feared God, and obeyed 
his Command, and ſo experienced 
the Lord's Compaſſion, which is to 
them that fear him ; though his Judg- 
ments were executed upon the Sodo- 
mites and Lot's Wife, who obeyed not 
the Command of God, nor abode in 


his Fear; but looked back, and was 


turned into a Pillar of Salt, and was 
made a Monument of his Diſpleaſure. 
And the Lord Rained upon Sodom, and 
upon Gomorrah, Brimſtone and Fire out 
of Heaven; and he overthrew thoſe Ci- 
"0 ties, 


ih PX — — —— 
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Pla, 


P ſa. 
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'7* Tongue is Miſchief and Vanity, and he 


(15) 
ties, and all the Plain, and all the Inha- 
bitants of the Cities, and that which gren 
upon the Ground, This was a Dread- 
ful Judgment, and overthrew all thoſe 
Wicked and Abominable Sodomites, 
and fo he did thus Deſtroy them: 
:;, And David ſaid, Upon the Wicked be 
ſhall Rain Snares, Fire and Brimſtone, 
and a Horrible Tempeſt; this ſhall be 
the Portion of their Cup. By which it's 
plain, as it was the Portion of the 
Wicked Sodomites; ſo the Lord 
ſaith, it ſhall be the Portion of the 
11. Cup of the Wicked. For the Lord & 


in his Hely Temple, the Lord's Throne is 


in Heaven, his Eyes behold, bis Eye-lids 
try the Children of Men. And the Lord 
tryeth the Righteous : But the Wicked, 
and him that loveth Violence, his Soul 


1%. hateth, for they fear not him. But boaſt- 


eth of his Hearts deſire, and bleſſeth 
the Coveteous, whom the Lord abhorreth ; 
who through the Pride of his Countenance 


. 4» Will not ſeek after God. God is not in 


all his Thoughts , his ways are always 
grievous, he hath ſaid in his Heart, he 
ſhall not be moved, and that he never ſhall 


s. be in Adverſity, his Mouth is full of Cur- 


ſing and Deceit and Fraud, under his 


hath 


(19) 
bath ſaid in his Heart, God hath forgot- yer, 13; 
ten, he hideth his Face, he will never {ee 
it, and that God will not require it. But 
as the Lord hath Puniſhed the Old 
„World, and Sodom and Gomorrah, he 
: | hath ſince ſaid, 7 will Puniſh the World Ia. 3. 
e | for their Evil, and the Wicked for their 
» | Iniquity. I will cauſe (faith the Lord) 
e | the Arrogancy of the Proud to ceaſe, and 
will lay low the Hanghtineſs of the Terrible. 
Therefore let all, I tenderly be- 
| | ſeech them, take Warning, be Wiſe, 
and conſider their Ways, and put a- 
way the Evil of them, from before 
the Eyes of the Lord, and Fear him, 
and depart from Evil whilſt they have 
Time, and not reſt ſatisfied with a 
bare Profeſſion, though of the Chri- 
ſtian Religion, and Aſſent to the 
Truth of all theſe things Recorded in 
the Holy Scriptures: For if they live 
out of the Fear of God, and do not 
that which is right in his Sight, they 
can't notwithſtanding their Profeſ- 
N ſion, have his Favour, enjoy Peace, 
nor eſcape his Wrath and Judgments; 
and if they Die under the Anger of | 
God in their Evil doing, they are not 
| like to have any part in that Kingdom Mat. 275. 


that's prepared for the Righteous, from the 34. of 
Foun- 


| 
N 
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Foundation of the World : But will cer. 
tainly have their” part in Everlaſting 
Fire, prepared for the Devil and his 
Angels. A fad State, let all be care- 
ful to eſcape it. 

Now [ ſhall ſpeak ſomething far- 
ther. of Abraham, the Friend of God, 
who had the Character following 
from the Angel of the Lord (when 
he went to offer up 1/aac) who called 
unto him out of Heaven, ſaying, 
Now I know that thou Feureſt God: 


And as he Feared God, he was the 


Friend of God, and had his Bleſſing, 


Gen, 22, the Lord ſaying to him, that in Blef- 


ſing, I will Bleſs thee, and in Multiplying, 


I will Multiply thy Seed as the Stars of 


Heaven, and as the Sand on the Sea-ſhore, 
and thy Seed ſhall poſſeſs the Gates of thy 
Enemies. 

And in his Seed it was promiſed, 
all the Nations ſhall be Bleſſed, be- 
cauſe he Feared God, and obeyed his 
Voice; and the Lord Bleſſed Abraham 
in all things: A very great Encou- 
ragement for all to fear God, and to 
obey his Voice, ſeeing Abraham for ſo 
doing, was ſo wonderfully bleſſed in 
all things. Oh that all may ſeek this 
Bleſſing, and feav God as 3 
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did, the Vears of whoſe Life, were 


I; Years, and he was gathered to 


his People, and Buried by his Sons, 


Iſaac and Iſhmael, in the Cave of 
Hachpelab. i 


— 


CHAP. V. 
Concerning Is A AC. 


LI alſo feared God, and was bleſ- 

ſed by him, and he Meditated 
upon God, and Prayed to him; and 
in that Godly Exerciſe was he found, 
when Rebecca was brought by Abra- 
ham's Servant, whom he had ſent 
witha charge, to go to his Country and 
Kindred, and there to takea Wife for 
his Son Iſaac; and no doubt but in 
the fear of God, he took Rebecca to 
Wife, having his, and her Parents 
Conſent, and an acknowledgment was 


made; the thing proceeded from the gen. 24. 


Lord; and although ſhe was for ſome 15. 
time Barren, J/aac being a Man that 
feared God, and knew Children were 
his Gift, Intreated the Lord for her, 
| it's 
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Cen. 25. 


Gen. 26. 
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1 Gen. 28. 
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p ( 22.0 
it's not ſaid, he was offended with her, 
for he greatly loved her; and the 
Lord was Intreated of him, and ſhe 
Conceived, and it's evident ſhe was a 
Woman that feared God, and En- 

uired of the Lord, and had an An- 
wer from him. 

Now as Iſaac was a Man that feared 
God, ſo the Lord ſeveral times ap- 
peared to him, and bleſied him, and 
ſaid, I am the God of Abraham thy Fa- 
ther, fear not, I am with thee, and will 
Bleſs thee, and Multiply thy Seed, for my 
Servant Abraham's ſake. And the like 
promiſe that was made to Abraham, 
was made to 1/aac, who alſo feared 
God. And as God had bleſſed him, 
he likewiſe bleſſed his Sons; and unto 
Jacob, he had that regard to him, that 
he did not only bleſs him, but char- 
ged him not to take a Wife of the 
Daughters of Canaan, but to ariſe and 
go to Padan- Aran, to take a Wife 
of the Daughters of Laban; and not 
do as Eſau his Brother had done, to 
the Grief of his Parents Hearts. 

Note for Obſervation, what Care 
there was upon Godly Parents, that 
their Children might Marry ſuch that 
feared him, and that they _— 

| Blej- 
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Bleſſed, and ſucceed them in the En- 


joyment of God's Bleſſing, as well as 


their outward Subſtance, which they 
alſo had by his Bleſſing; and knew, 
the way to have it continued to their 
Children, was for their Children to 
kear God, and ſerve him therein, as 
they had done. 


SHA . 


Concerning JACOB. 


ACOB was Obedient to his Pa- 
rents, and readily he took his 
Journey according to their Command 
and Counſel, and the Lord was ſo 
well pleaſed with him, that he ap- 
peared to him in the Way, ſaying, I Gn. 28. 
am the God of Abraham thy Fat her, and the 13. 
God of Iſaac; and have promiſed, that! 
would give the Land to him, and to his 
Seed, and they ſhould be as the duſt 
of the Earth, And in thee, and in thy Ver. 14: 
Seed, ſaid the Lord, ſhall all the Families 


of the Earth beBleſſed, and that he would 


be with him, and keep him 1n all places 
| whe- 
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whether he went. Oh I cannot but ſay, 
how excellent a thing it is to fear God, 
and to be Obedient to their Parents, 
and to take their Counſel, and follow 
their Direction in the choice of a 
Wife, as Iſaac and Jacob did: For 
it's the way not only to have Parents 
Bleſſing, but the Bleſſing of the Lord, 
as Jacob and Iſaac had, who alſo Pray- 
ed unto God, to give Jacob the Bleſ- 
ſing of Abraham; and the Lord ap- 
peared unto Jacob, and ſaid, 1 am with 
thee, and will Bleſs thee, and Multiply 
thy Seed, for my Servant Abraham's ſake. 
Note, Here's an Anſwer to J/aac's 
Prayer, which ſheweth, the Prayers 
of thoſe that fear God, avail much, 
and are Heard and Anſwered by him, 
who is a God that heareth Prayer. 
For Jacob's farther Encouragement, 
the Lord ſaid unto him, 7 am with thee, 
and will keep thee in all places whether 
thou goeſt, — for J will not leave thee. 
Then Jacob vowed a Vow, ſaying, 7 
God will be with me, and will keep me in 
this way that I go, and will give me 
Bread to Eat, and Rayment to put on, ſo 
that 1 come again to my Fathers Houſe in 
Peace, then ſhall the Lord be my God. 


And. 


fl 


BE 
And as he lived ia the fear of God. 
he was with him, and did Keep and 
Bleſs him, neither did he not Leave 
him, but brought him to his Fathers 
Houſe in Peace, with Rachel and 
Leah, the Wives that he had Served 
for, and taken; and with the Chil- 
dren and Cattle the Lord had given 
him; and the Lord alſo delivered 
him from the hand of E/au his Bro- 
ther, of whom he was afraid, and 
brought him back to his Father's 
Houſe, unto Mount Mamre, unto the 
City of Abraham, which is Hebron, 
where Abraham and Jſaac ſojourned. 
And Eſau and Jaceb buried their Fa- 
ther 1/aac, whoſe Days were 18oYears. 

And Jacob dwelt in the Land of 
Canaan, and there was a Famine in 
all Lands. 

Obſerve, Joſeph, one of Jacob's 
Sons, whom he thought was Dead, 
was a young Man who feated 


God, though envy'd by his Brethren 


tor his Dreams, and was ſold by them 


to the Ihmaelites; yet when they 


were ſeut by their Father into egypt 
to buy Corn, they found Joſeph their 
Brother was Chiet Governour there, 
to whom, by the Providence of _ 
B an 
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and by his Interpretation of Dreams, 
and of the Dream of Pharoah 
King of Agypt, he was advanced, 
though the Brethren of Joſeph, 
who had caſt him into the Pit, knew 
him not, he knew them; and as he 
told them he feared God, and as he 
feared him, ſo he was favoured by 
him, and preſerved from being lain, 
when he was delivered out of the Pit, 
and from the Hands of his Brethren, his 
Miſtreſs and the Priſon-Houſe, and 
honoured ; for the Lord honoureth them 
who feat him: Therefore as it's the 


Duty, ſo it's the Intereſt of all to 


fear God. 

But to return, Jacob, who is now 
call'd Iſrael, becauſe as a Prince he 
prevailed with God, when he came 
to hear that Joſeph, whom he had by 
his beloved Rachel, was yet alive, he 
went down into AÆgypt, being ſent for 
by his Son Joſeph to be Nouriſhed, 
with his Sons and Daughters and little 
Ones. Oh! the tender, dutiful, and 
affectionate Love that is in Children 
who fear God to their Parents. And 
Iſrael had the Promiſe of God, who 
ſaid to him, I will go down with thee in- 
to Egypt, for 1 will there make of thee a 

great 
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great Nation., See the Care, Mercy, 
and Compaſſion of God to them that 
fear him. And Jacob, by the Sons 
of Iſrael their Father, and all his Seed 
which were with him, were carry'd in- -- 
to. Agypt. And when he ſaw Joſeph, he 25% 
fell on his Neck a good while,and wept, and 7 
ſaid unto Joſeph, Now let me die, ſince 
I have ſeen thy Face, becauſe thou art 
alive. 

Oh ! the Love this Patriarch, who 5 
feared God, had for his Son, and F 
the obedient and dutiful Regard this F 
Son, who feared God, had for his An- # 

tient Father; and the Care he took to 
place him and his in Goſhen, the beſt 
of the Land of Agyrt: And alſo 
brought his Father, and ſome of his 
Brethren, before Pharaoh. And Ja- 
cob bleſſed Pharaoh. And Joſeph nou- 
riſhed his Father and Brethren, as a 
farther Proof of his Love to them, 
and of his Fear towards God. 

a And Iſrael dwelt in Goſhen in the 
Land of egypt, and they had Poſſeſ- 
lions therein, and multiply'd exceed- 
ingly. And Jacob lived in AÆgypt 17 
Years, and his whole Age was 147, 
and before his Death, he told where he 

| would be Buried: And as he was a 
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Man who feared God, and was bleſſed 
of him ; ſo he bleſſed his Son Joſeph, 
and his Sons, and called for his other 
Sons, and Prophetically declared what 
ſhould befall them in the laſt Days, 
(which ſhews the Secrets of God are with | 
them who fear him) and he alſo bleſſed | 
his other Sons ſeverally, and charged 
| Gen, 43, them to Bury him with his Fathers ; 
Kit which they did accordingly. 

| It's farther obſervable in holy 
Ri Writ, the Care and Regard the Lord 
mi always had over them who fear him. 
1 And it appears while the Children of 
Bil Iſrael were in AÆAgypt, they multiplied 
| if and waxed very mighty ; but there 
1 aroſe after Joſeph's Death another 
Mi King over egypt, whom Satan, (who 
| i hates and ſeeks the Deſtruction of 
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| them that fear God, and are bleſſed 
| | of him) ſtirred up to oppreſs the /- 
n raelites, and ſet Task-maſters over 
0 them, to afflict them with heavy Bur- 
f. thens; but the more they afflicted 

1 them, the more they multiplied and 
BW grew, through the Lord's Bleſ- 
j | ſing, which grieved the AÆAgyptians, 
and they made them ſerve with Ki- 

h Four, and made their Lives bitter; 
| which hard Bondage, and all their Ser- 

vice | 


: ( 29 
vice was With Rigour: And yet tho” 
the Lord ſuffer'd them to be thus at- 
flicted, he was not unmindful of them, 
neither did he with- hold his Bleſſing, 
but by his Providence he ſo order'd 
ic, that when the oppreſliag King 


! ſpoke to the Hebrew Mid-wives, to 
kill the Male Children, and fave the ' 


Female; the Mid-wives fearing 
God, they regarded not the King's 
Command ; therefore the Lord deals 
well with them, becauſe they frared 
him, he made them Houſes, or cauſed 
them to dwell ſafely: But Pharaoh 
went on in his: W ickedneſs, and charg- 
ed all his People, that every Son that 
was born of the Hebrews ſhould be 
caſt into the River; yet the Lord by 


his Providence prevented it, for 


when Moſes was born, who was a 
goodly Child, he was, by the Provi- 
dence of God, wonderfully preſerved, 
and brought up in the Court of him 


who had commanded and charged he 
| ſhould be deſtroy'd. 
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CHAP -VIL 


Concerning Mosts, who was (6 
wonderfully Preſerved, fo emin- 
ently Provided for, as aforeſaid. 


E became a Man who fearcd 

God, and God appeared to him 

£x0.3.2. In a Huſh that burned and was not con- 
ſumed, and communed with him, made 
Choice of him, and ſent him to bring 

his People out of the Land of eAgypr, 

and wrought great Signs and Won- 

ders there, by his Hand (as may be 

ſcen at large in the Scriptures, in the 
Books under his Name) and the Lord 

ETO. 12. Cauſed Moſes to inſtitute the Ordinance 


of the Paſſover; and by him brought 
Iſrael out of Agypt (who had ſo- 


jour ned there 430 Years) by a ſtrong 
Hand, and out-ſtretched Arm: And 


the Angel of the Lord went before 
the Camp of J/-acl, and they went 


through the midſt of the Sea upon dry 
Graund, and the Waters were a Wall 


unto them on the right Hand and on | 
their left: And the Lord overthrew * 


the eZzyptians in the midſt of the Sea, 


when 


(3) 
when Moyſes by his Command ſtretch- 
ed forth his Hand: And as Pharaoh, 
the oppreſſiag King, had commanded 
the Sons of the //raclites ſhonld be caſt 
into the River, now Pharach and the 
People were drowncd in the Red Sea. 
And the People who feared the 


Lord (and believed alſo what his Ser- x xo, 14. 


vant Moſes had ſaid) were delivered 
and faved, and they feared the Lord 


that Day, and ſang, The Lord was Exo. I. ö 


their Strength and Salvation; yea the 
Women allo ſang, The Lord bath tri- 
umphed ploriouſly, the Horſe and his Rider 
bath he overturned into the Sea. 
Yet in a few Days this People, for 
want of keeping in the fear of God, 
murmured againſt Aves, when they 
came to the bitter Waters of Marah, 
which I mention, to ſhew how apt 
People are, in time of bitter Troubles 
and Exerciſes, which the Lord ſome 
times ſuffers them who fear him, (and 
for whom he hath done much, and 
delivered and ſaved) to meet with, to 
prove their Love to him: And Oh! 
how apt (if they do not fear and 
truſt in God, who hath bleſſed and 
deliver'd them) are they like this Peo- 
ple, to forget the Lord's Dealing and 


we AAS * 
wut — » 


| 


_ 


—— 
* 
1 


(329 
Mercy, Signs, Wonders, and Deli- 
verance they have ſeen and pertook 
of, and fo incor his Diſpleaſure. 
Therefore it is good always, and 
in all Conditions to feat God and 
rruſt in him, and then they who {9 
do will not incur his Diſpleaſure; for 
:f they (as the Lord ſaid unto Jari) 
diligently hearken to his Voice, and 
do what is right in his Sight, and give 
ear to his Commands, and keep all his 
Statutes, he'll bleſs them. And if 
any ſhould be drawn out of the fear 
of God, to do that which is not plea- 
ling to him; yet if they truly repent, 
and return into his fear, he'll have 
Compaſſion, and not bring thoſe 
things upon them (which he will 
bring upon thoſe who harden them- 
ſelves againſt him, and rejett his Fear) 


but He the Lord will heal them. 


But great Care and Circumſpection 
ought to be upon all who fear God, 
that they depart not from it, but di- 
ligently live therein, and in a Remem- 
brance of his Love, Mercy, and Deal- 
ings toward them, that fo none may 


prove forgetful, and do as //racl did, 


which I mention for a Caution, for 
they departed from the fear of God 
| in 
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in a few Days, not being diligent to 
hearken to, or obey the Voice of 
God,ahd do that which was right in his 
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Sight, nor did they keep his Command- 

ments; but murmured againſt ſes _ 
and Aaron, which ſhews how forgetful f 
and ungrateful they were, in ſaying to | 


| |} thoſe Eminent Servants of the Lord, 
| F by whoſe Hand the Lord had brought 
them out of the Land of eAgypr, and 
out of the Houſe of Bondage, Would to Exo. 16. 
God we had dyed by the Hand of the Lord 
in the Land of Ægypt, when we did eat 
Bread to the full; and they exhibited 
this ſevere Charge againſt them, Ye 
have brought us forth into this Wilderneſs 
to kill this whole Aſſembly with Hunger. 
This diſpleaſed the Lord, yet he 
ſaid unto Aeſes, That I may prove them, 
whether they will walk in my Law or no, 
1 will rain Bread from Heaven. and 
Moſes and Aaron ſaid to the People, 
At Evening ye ſhall know that the Lord 
hath brought you out of the Land of 
Egypt, and beareth your Murmurings a- 
gainſt him, and will give you Fleſh in 
the Evening, and in the Morning Bread: 
to the full. 
Oh ! the tender Mercy and Com- 
peſlion of the Lord, that all may con- 
B 5 ſider 
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ſider it, and be careful to keep in the 


Fear of God, that they may he pre- 
ſerved from Forgetfulneſs of him, and 


from Murmuring againſt him, when he | 


ſuffers them to meet with Want and 
Diſappointments, which come not 
without his Permiſſion, neither can 


any, but he, deliver out of them, or | 


give Strength to bear them with Pati- 


ence, or teach any to be contented un- 
der them: Therefore all ſhould truſt 
in the Lord, and abide in his Fear, | 


that they may neither forget him, nor 
murmur at what he, by his Provi- 
dence, and in his Wiſdom, ſees meet 
ſhould come upon them : for ſuch who 
fear not God, but murmur againſt 
him, are not fit to be made Choice 
of by him, to be employ'd in his Ser- 
VICE, N ; 
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CH AF. VII. 


Concerning JETHRO. 


E find Jethro Prieſt of Me. Exo. 18. 


dian, Moſe,s Father: in-law, 
had a great Regard and Value for 
the fear of God, and therefore de- 
fired Moſes to provide cut of all the Peo- 
ple, able Men, ſuch a1 feat God, Men 
of Trauth, hating Covetouſneſs, and to 
place ſuch over the Iſraelites, to be Rulers 
of bundreds, Rulers of tens, (which ſhew- 
eth there were ſuch among that Peo- 


ple who feared God, altho' others of 


them feared him not, but were Mur- 
murers, Diſobedient, and Rebellious, 
and they liked not that thoſe who 
feared God, ſhould Rule over them, 
becauſe they were unruly; yet the 
Lord, who is a gracious and merciful 
God, was very forbearing to the 
Houſe of Jacob, altho' they grieved 
him, and murmured againſt his Ser- 
vant Moſes, ſoon after he had brought 
them out of their Bondage in Egypt. 
For in the 34 Month after the Jra- 
flites went out of Egypt, the Lord 

8 Commanded 
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Commanded Moſes to ſay to them, 


8 19. Je have ſeen what I did unto the Egyp- 


tians, and how I bare you on Eagles 
wings, and brought you unto my ſelf. 
Surely it was that they might fear 
him; and for their Encouragement, 
he told them, rf ye will indeed obey my 
Voice, and keep my Covenant, then ye 


ſhall be a peculiar Treaſure unto me, a- 


bove all People, for all the Earth is mine, 
and ye ſhall be unto me a Kingdom of 
Prieſts, and an Holy Nation And the 
People Promiſed fair, and Anſwered 
together, and ſaid, All that the Lord 
hath ſpoken, we will do. 

And Moſes returned the words 
of the People unto the Lord, and 
God gave Commandments unto 


Iſrael, and Moſes told them that God 


was come to prove them, that hi- 
fear might be before their faces, that 
they ſm not And had that People per- 
formed their Promiſe (and did 
all now who acknowledge it is 
their Duty to fear God, do ſ indeed) 
and not Sin againſt him, he would be 
with them, end bleſs them, and ful- 
fill his Promiſe to them, that there 
ſhould be no lack to them, for he 
would be 4 Father te them, and take 

them 
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them to be his People, and make 
them Heirs and Inheritors of his 
Kingdom for ever. 

But if any who know their Duty, 
and promiſe to perform it all their 
days, whoſe Words and Promiſes 
God knows, and hears, as the Lord 
did the Voice of the Words of the 
People Iſrael, as Moſes told them, viz. 
that they had well ſaid in all that they 
bad ſpoken. I may fay to all ſuch, 
who know and confeſs it's their Duty 
to fear God, and promiſe to perform 
it, it's well promiſed ; but then 1 
may ſay, as the Lord ſaid: Oh! that 
there were ſuch a Heart in all Men, 
that they would fear God, and keep 
his Commandments always, that it 
might be well with them, and with 
their Children for ever. 

And this is certain, God will teach 
all, if they will but learn of him; 


and whoſoever refuſe or neglect to 


learn of him here upon the Earth, 
are not like to live with him in Hea- 
ven; and then it will be worſe with 
them, than if they never had lived 

upon the Earth. | 
For thoſe old Men, and Women, 
young Men, or Maids, who do not 
learn 
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'# learn of God, whilſt here on Earth; 
learn of him that ſeeks their Deſtru- 
ction, and Eternal Damnation; who 
teacheth them thoſe things that will 
| cauſe God to turn them into Hell, 
di there for ever to have their Portion 
1 Deut 28 11 everlaſting Flames, with him they 
have choſen to learn of, and with his 
Angels ſhall they be tormented for 
4 ever, and ever. For they ſnall, as 
1 the Lord told Jſrael, be Curſed, be- 


15 


cauſe they would not hear ken to his 
Voice, to obſerve to do all his Command- 
ments, and fear his Glorious and Fearful 


j 55.2 Name. And the Lord God ſaid, ke 
8 

the Plagues of their Seed, even great 
| Plagues, and of long continuance; and 
that be would ſcatter them among all 
L People, from one end of the Earth, to the 

1 other. 

| And he hath evidently performed 

|| it upon that People, becauſe they 

1 feared not him, tho? they called him 
5 cheir Father. 

1 Let therefore all, both Young and 
ll Old, who call God Father, and ac- 
1 knowledge it's their Duty to Fear 
: him, and that promiſe to perform it, 
1 and to keep his mmm, re- 
'F rain 


would make their Plagues wonderſul, and 
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frain from Evil, and do Good, that 
is, Fear God, and keep his Command- 
ments, that they inay have Peace with 
him, and enjoy his Bleſſing here, and 
live with him for ever,and eſcape that 
Curſe, or the like Plagues and Judg- 
ments which he brought upon J1ſ-ae!, 
becauſe they did not Fear him ; and he 
will certainly bring Judgments upon 
them, who refuſe to Fear and learn 
of him, for he is a God that chan- 
geth not, and will not acquit nor ſuf- 
fer the Wicked, i. e. thoſe upon 
whom the guilt and filth of their Sin 
remains, and that die in that Impeni- 
tent State, to come where he is, 
tho' they call him Father, if they by 
their Lives and Works, are found 
learning of the Devil, and doing 
his works, God will not own them 
for his Children, for they Feared not 
him, tho” they might, as many do, 


profeſs his Glorious Name, whoſe ways Ero. 32. 
are all Fudgment, who is a God of 


Truth, and without Iniquity, Fuſt and 

Right is he: And if they Corrupt 

_ themſelves, by rejecting his Fear, and 

ſo become his Enemies, they ſhall not 

eſcape his Plagues, when he whets his 

glittering Sword, and his Hand 77. 
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hold of Fudgment; then, as he hath 
ſaid, I will render Vengeance to mine 
Enemies, and 1 will Reward them that 
Hate me. 

Now having in Love and for Cau- 
tion ſhown as it was the Duty, ſo it was 
the Care and Practice of all thoſe who 
truly loved God, to Serve and Fear 
him; as I have alſo ſhown how the 
Lord bleſs'd, preſerv'd and favour'd 
them who did feat him, and conti- 
nu'd therein, 

I ſhall alſo ſhew further, how God 
was diſpleas'd with, puniſh'd and 
deſtroy'd them. who lived not in his 
fear, both in the Old and New 
World; and among his own People 
Iſrael, when they deſpiſed the Lord, 
and departed from his fear, tho' he 
had made them from a ſmall Rem- 
nant, a great. People, even 600000 
Foot-Men ; and that then tre did ac- 
cording to his word, when they did 
not hearken to him, nor fear him, 
Chaſtize them ſeven times tor their 
Sins. 

Vet, to ſhew his mercy, upon Mo- 
ſes's confeſſing that Peoples great Sin 
unto the Lord, and asking bim for- 
giveneſs, and making a for 

7 then 
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them alſo, and deſiring the Lord to 
blot him out of his Bock; the Lord an- 
iwered Moſes, Whoſoever nath ſimed 
againſt me, him will I blot owt of my 
Book) but he bid Aeſes tell the Peo- 
ple thus, I will not go up in the midſt of 
tree; and aſſigns this Reaſon; for Fro. 
they are departed from my fear, and 33: 3: 
are a ſtiff necked People, This was the 
Character the Lord gave them; 
yet ſaid he unto Moſes, in compaſſion 
to the People, go lead the People, and 
behold my Angel ſhall go before thee ; 
nevertheleſs he plagued the People, 
and they murmured, But it came to 
paſs, when the Cloudy Pillar deſcend- 
ed, and ſtood at the door of the Ta- 
bernacle, and all the People ſaw it, Ero. 33. 
they ſtood up and worſhipped, every 
Man 1a his Tent door. 

Then the Lord paſſed by before xx. 34. 
Aiſes, and Proclaimed the Lord, the 
Lord God merciful and gracious, long 
ſuffering, and aboundant in Mercy and 
Truth. Moſes ſaid, Pardon our Iniqui- 
ty, and our Sin, and take us for thine 
Inheritance. And the Lord renew- 
ed his Covenant with Moſes, and 
Iſrael, and required an Offering; and 
every one whole Heart ſtirred him 

up, 
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up, and every one whom his Spirit 
made willing, brought an Offering to 
the Lord, both Men and Women, 
even all thoſe that loved and feared 
the Lord, and that were brought in- 
to a ſenſe of his great mercy and 
goodneſs, in that he conſumed them 
not, but forgave their Iniquity. 

To theſe the Lord ſaid, obſerve 
what | command, and then he made 
a Promiſe to them, and gave them ſe- 
veral Cautions; and Moſes ſpake to 
all the Children of IJſrael, what the 
Lord had Commanded him. See to the 
end of the Book of Exodus, how all 
things, when the People feared God, 
which belonged to the Tavernacle, 
and the High Priefts Claiths, E- 
phod, &c. were prepared, and the 
Tabernacle reared up, and the work 
finiſhed, and the Cloud covered the 
Tent of the Congregation, and the 
Glory of the Lord filled the Taberna- 
cle, and the Cloud of the Lord was 
upon it by Day, and Fire by Night, 
in the ſight of all the Houſe of 1ſ-ael, 
throughout all their Journies, whilſt 
they lived and walked in his fear, 


And 
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And the Lord ſaid unto them, I Leit. 
am the Lord, who bringeth you out“ 
of the Land of Egypr, to be your God, 
ye ſhall therefore be Holy, for I am Holy; 
and he gave them many Laws. And _ 
further ſaid, ye ſhall not therefore Op- as” 
preſs one anether, but thou ſhalt tear s. 
thy Cod, for Tam the Lord your God 
wherefore ye ſhall do my Statutes, and 
keep my Judgments,. and do them, and 
ye ſhall dwell in the Land in ſaſety. 
Theſe were the Terms to fear God, 
and keep his Statutes. 

From which, we may obſerve none 
have a right to theſe Promiſes, who 
fear not God, and keep not his Sta- 
tutes. Therefore let all be concern'd 
to inind and live in the fear of God, 
and covet not an Evil Covetouſneſs, nor 
neolet the Poor, but Relieve them | 
for the Lord ſaid to Iſrael, if thy Bro- er. 39» 
ther who dwelleth by thee be waxen Poor, 
then thou ſhalt relieve him, yea, tho' he 
be a Stranger, or a Sojourner, that 

he may live with thee, take no Uſury 

of him, or Encreaſe, but fear thou 

God, that thy Brother may live 

with thee. 

And I tenderly deſire all may con- 

fider, whether he that commands the 
oor 


* 


rene 


W wag 
r e et err Dr 


ä , won oe og 
” 


— * — 


- . _ 
— 


for 


(44) 
Poor Brother to be Relieved, could 
not have made the Rich a Poor Bro- 
ther? and if any ohey not God's 
Commands, as they ought to do, may 
it not be juſt with the Lord, if they 
fear not him, who made them Richer 
than their Brother, to puniſh them 
for the breach of his Command, by 
making the Rich, Poor, and to Re- 
ward the Poor Brother, who fears 
God, by making him Rich; or to 
give Peace to the Poor, and Trouble 
to the Rich, for the breach of his 
Command, who in all things ought 
to be obeyed, and ſerved with tear; 
Oh! that all who profeſs to be God's 
Children, may be principally Con- 
cerned ſo to do; that it may appear 
there is ſuch a Heart in them to fear 
God; for as it was the wiſdom and 
underſtanding of 1/-ae! to fear God, 
and keep all his Commands, /o it 
will be every ones nom, eſpecially 
ſuch who are Privileged as Iſrael was, 
to have God ſo nigh, as they had him, 
in all things, that they ſhall call upon him 


That we may, let us take heed to 
our ſelves, and keep our Souls di- 


ligently, that none may depart from 
s God's 
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God's fear, but while we live, we 
may learn and fear him all our days 
on Earth; and take heed we do not 
corrupt our ſelves, by going out of 
God's fear, and breaking his Com- 
mands, as Iſrael did, but to keep 
them, and not only profeſs and talk 
thereof, but live and walk therein; 
nor reſt ſatisfied with confeſſing that 
his ways are juſt and true, but we all 
may be found in them; that it may 
be well with us, and we may have our 
days prolonged, and not ſhortned, 
by going from the fear of God, in- 
to Exceſs, and thereby ſhorten our 
days, and haſten our Eternal Miſery, 
| as too many do. - 
For know this, if we do not fear 
- God's Glorious and fearful Name, we 
can't dwell /afely here, nor have peace, 
nor be bleſſed by him, nor eſcape the 

Plagues and Judgments which were | 

threatned, and will come upon all 
them who fear not God, and keep 
not his Commands. For, 

We find that the word of the ars 
Lord was to Iſrael of old, he would ee 
give them a trembling Heart, and end. 
failing of Eyes, and ſorrow of Mind ; 
and he can make us to wiſh when it's 
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Morning, that it were Evening; and 
at Even to ſay, would it were Morn- 
ing, if we go from his fear. 

beut. 23 Keep therefore therein, and do his 
Commands, that ye may proſper in 
all you do, and eſcape his Plagues, 
as you certainly will, if you Love and 
Fear the Lord, obey his Voice, and 
cleave to him (who is our Life, and 


ö 1 length of our days) then will not the 


Lord fail us, nor forſake us; nor 
ſhall we like thoſe who live not 1a his 
fear, when on a Sick Bed, and near 
the hour of Death, be failed or for- 
ſaken of God, as thoſe who fear not 
him, will be. | 

Let not any therefore under a ſe- 
rious Conſideration of this, ſlight the 
Lord, nor diſ-regard his fear, nor 
think much at my ſo often preſſing 


and repeating it; for remember thoſe _ 


who feared the Lord, ſpake often one 
unto another, and Met often together 
(no doubt, both Men, Women, Chil- 
dren, and Servants) and waited up- 
on the Lord, to hear his word; 
to learn more and more to fear him, 
and to receive ſtrength to do what- 
ever he Commanded ; and fo ought 
we, that we may perform our Duty, 


and 
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kept his Commandments, ſo that not 


fore them, the Lord delivered all 
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and anſwer what God requires of us, 


whilſt here, that we may be his, in 
that Day he makes up his Jewels. 


HA K 


Concerning JOSHUA. 


E was a Faithful and Valiant Joſh. 14. 
Man, who Loved and Feared 

God, in whom his Spirit was. 
And the Lord was with him, and 
with Jſrael his People, whilſt they 
feared the Lord, and obey'd him, and 


a Man of all their Enemies ſtood be- 


their Enemies into their hands, 

And unto Joſhua this great Cap- 
tain, the Lord hearkned, when he 
ſpake to the Lord before the Children 
of Iſrael ;, and ſaid in their ſight, 
Sun ſtand thou ſtill upon Mount Gibeon, Joſh-19. 
and thou Moon, in the Valley of Ajalon; 7 "Ne 
ſo that there was no Day like that, be- 
fore it, or after it, that the Lord jo 
bearkned to the Voice of a Man. _ 

© 
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he was one who greatly feared the 


Joch. 2. Lord; and ſaid unto Hrael, now there- 
, fore fear the Lord, and ſerve him in 
Sincerity, and in Truth. And the Peo- 
ple anſwered and ſaid unto Joſhua, 


ver. 24. the Lord our God will we ſerve, and his 


voice will we obey. | 
Obſerve, whilſt Iſrael did truly 
fear and ſerve God, he preſerved and 
bleſſed them ; but when they depart- 
ed from his fear, and from ſerving 
him in ſincerity, he turned againſt 
them, and conſumed them. 
Let all therefore who would be 
1 preſerved out of Evil, and enjoy 
f God's Bleſſing, and prevent their be- 
| ing conſumed, dwell always in the 
fear of the Lord. 
hies For as Iſrael ſerved the Lord all 
| the days of Joſhua he bleſſed and 
L proſper'd them, but when they de- 
1 parted from his fear, and did Evil, 
' and bowed themſelves to other Gods, 
and ſerved Baal, then they provoked 
the Lord, and his Anger was hot 
againſt them, and whitherſoever 
they went, the Hand of the Lord 
was againſt them for Evil, and they 
were greatly diſtreſſed. And God 
ald 
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ſaid he would not drive out from 
them any of the Nation which Foeſbua 
had left when he died. 

He died, being 110 years old, and 
was Buried on Ihe, North lide of the 
Hill Goaſh. 


C I A P. X. 
Concerning 8 AM U El. 


AMUEL was Born of Reli- 
gious Parents, who went yearly 
to Worſhip and Sacrifice unto the 
Lord of Hoſts in Shilob. 


He was given of God to his Mo- 1 Sam. | 


ther, for ſhe obtained him by Prayer; 
he was the Son of her Vom, who was 
2 Woman of a ſorrowful Spirit; and 
Eli the High- Prieſt of God, Prayed 
unto the God of Iſrael, to grant her 
her Petition, and bid her go in 
peace. And the Lord remembred her, 
being a Woman that feared him for 
good. And he gave her a Son, whom 
| ſhe called Samuel, becauſe ſhe had 
 asked him of the Lord. And as he 
+ gave him to her (tho' then, her only 
> Son) 


= 1 
Son) ſhe returned him to the Lord, to 
be his as long as he lived; and the 
Lord gave her more Sons. Aud 
Hannah Prayed an Excellent Prayer, 
for her Heart rejoyced in the Lord. 
Read the iſt of Sam. Chap. 2. and 
Conſider it, what regard this Wo- 
man that feared the Lord, had both 
to him, and for Sammel her Son, who 
Miniſtred before the Lord when a 
Child, and his Mother continued to 
offer Sacrifice unto the Lord. And 
as Samuel honoured God, the Lord 
honoured him; but God did and will 
cauſe them to be lightly eſteemed, 
chat deſpiſe and fear not him. 

In the time when Samuel was a 

Child, the word of the Lord was 
precious (or rare) in thoſe days, 
there was no open Viſion; yet the 
Lord ſpake to Samuel, and he had 
alſo a Viſion, which he feared to tell 
Eli; but on his Enquiry, and Re- 
queſt, he told him every whit; and 
it came to paſs as Samuel told Eli. 

In SamuePs early Days, Iſrael fell 
by the hands of the Philiſtines, and 
the Ark of God was taken, and they 
were twenty years without it, and 


all the Houſe of 1/-a«l lamented 5-0 
the 
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the Lord; and Samuel ſpake to that 
People, ſaying, J ye do return unto * am. 
the Lord with all your hearts, then put * 
away. the ſtrange Gods, and Aſhteroth 
from among you, and prepare your hearts 
unto the Lord, and ſerve him only, and 
he will deliver yon out of the hands of 
the Philiſtines, in whoſe Hands they 
were fallen again, by departing from 
the Fear and Service of God, and they 
not anſwering the End for which the 
Lord Viſited them in the Land of Egypt, 
and ia the Houſe of Bondage, he 
ſuſter'd the Philiſtines to prevail over 
them, and lay thirty thouſand Foot- 
men, and to take the Ark of God, 
when Jrael was departed from his 
fear. Yet when the Philiſtines heard 
it was come into their Camp, tho” 
taken by them, they were afraid. 

And when the Children of 1ſ{-aet 
returned unto the fear of God, and 
did put away Baalim, and Aſbtaroth, 
and ſerved the Lord only, and cried 
unto him, the Lord TJuundred with a 7 am 
great Thunder on that day upon the Phi- 
| liſtines, and they were adiſcomfited, 
| "ſmitten, and ſubdued, and came no 
more into the Hoſt of Ijrael:, the hand ver. 13. 
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of the Lord was > 206k 12 1 al thy 


©. . days of Samuel. 


Nevertheleſs; when the People v re- 


fuſed to obey the Voice of Sammel, 
Oh! how ſoon did they flight the 
Lord, and his Prophet, and ſaid, 


chen we will have a King. 
And the Lord ſaid unto Samuel, 


he arten to their Voice, and male them a 
Ning, and he did ſo, and made Saul 
6 And Samuel told them, ſay- 


ing, H ye will fear the Lord, and ſerve 
' him, and obey hu Voice, and not Rebel 
againſt the Commandment. of the Lord; 

then ſhall both ye, and the. King that 


Reigneth over you, continue following the 


Lord your God. He alſo told them, if 
they did not fear the Lord, and ſerve 
him in Truth, with all their Hearts, bat 
did fill do wickedly (as they confef- 
ſed they had done, and that they had 
added unto all their Sins, that Evil as 
to ask a King) ye ſhall (ſaid he) be 
deſtroyed, both ye, and your King. 

Note, That Saul their King quick- 
ly did Fooliſhly, and departed from 
the Fear of God, Rebelled againſt 
him, and yet would force himſelf to 
offer Sacrifice, when he was in Re- 
bellion to the Lord, whom he pre- 

tended 


a (530 
tended. to Sacrifice unto, and had 
turned from. Then the Lord rejected 
bim from being King over Jſrael, 
and gave it to a Neighbour better 
than he, one that feared God, Da- 
vid, the Son of Jeſſe. 


Sam BE  @TH a0 


true fear towards him;. and they. 
that ſo Serve, Fear and Pray to God, 
he'll hear, bleſs, and anſwer ; who 
is God greatly to be feared in the Aſ- 
ſerubiy of the Saints, and to be had in 
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Reverence of all them who are about 
him, or approach to him, for he is 
High, and Holy, and there is none in 
Heaven to be compared to him, nor 


among the Sons of the mighty, that 


can be likened unto him, who 1s glori- 
fied in his Saints, and greatly admi- 
red by all them who believe, and 


live in his fear, which is Wiſdoni. 


But to return unto Saut, notwith- 
ſtanding Sau às aforeſaid, had done 
fooliſfly, the Lord fent his Prophet 
Samuel unto him, who ſaid, hear ken 
thou unto the Voice of the words of 
the Lord, which were, Go ſmite A- 
maleck, and utterly deftroy all that they 
bave, and ſpare © 5 not, but ſlay both 
Man and Voman, Infant, and Suc bung: 
Ox and Sheep, Camel, and Aſs. 

Now Saul fo far hearkned to the 
voice of the Lord, as to go forth, 
he and his People, | againſt the md 
lekites (or Sinners.) But Saul and 
the People, not fearing and obeying, 
God's Command, ſpared Agag, and 
the beſt of the Sheep, and of the Oxen, 
and of the fatlings, and of the Lambs, 
and all that was good, and would not 
meerly deſtroy them; and yet ſaid Sl, 

have 


(55 


I have performed the Commandment 


of the Lord. 


But Samuel Replied to Saul, the ver. 18. 


Lord ſent thee on a Journey, and ſaid, 


* go and utterly deſtroy the Sinners, the 


Amalekites, and fight againſt them, 
until they be conſumed: And Saul 
ſaid uato Samuel, yea I have. 

Here's an Evident Proof Saul was 
out of the fear of God, that could 
ſo poſitively. aſſert ſo plain and pal- 
pable Untruth unto the Prophet 
of God, as appears it was by his 
own Account; for the Voice or Com- 
mand of God was, utterly deſtroy all 
the Sinners, the Amalekites, and all 
they had, and hard None, but 
ſlay both Man and Woman, Infant, 
Suckling, Ox, Sheep, Camel, and 
Aſs) by ſaying he had performed this 
Command of the Lord, when he con- 
feſſeth (in contradiction to himſeif,) 
he had brought Agag the King of the 
Amalekites the Head of the Sinners, 
whom he had ſaved alive, but (he 
would not deſtroy him) tho' he had 
Power, as many do now, deſtroy or 
{lay ſome Sins that are groſs and vile, 
but indulge themſelves in others, and 
ſpare them, and ſuffer him (that leads 
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into Sin, and 1s the King of Sinners, 
and all the Children of Pride and Co 
vetouſtieſs, that ſhould be deſtroyed) 
to live and work in them, for want 
of giving up in Obedience unto him, 
who was maniteſt to deſtroy the 
Works of the Devil, and to put an 
end to Sin, and to ſet up his own 
Riasgom in the Hearts of them that 

aithfully follow and obey him. 

But the Diſobedient, who will not 
believe and receive the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, are apt to Plead for, or In- 
dulge themſelves'in ſome Sins, and 
Excuſe ' themſelves,” as Saul did, for 
his Diſobedience, and make ſome 
falſe Pretence, when indeed it's only 
the want of Believing in, and Re- 
ceiving the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that 
they have not power to overcome and 
utterly to deſtroy, what God hath 
Commanded to be utrerly deſtroyed. 
And"if any Indulge themſelves in 
any thing that God hath Commanded 
to be utterly deſtroy'd, they will in 
due time (let his Pretence be what 
it wil be made to Confeſs, as Saul 
did, their Sin, and Diſobedience, eſpe- 
cially if it be the keeping alive in 
them, Azag the King of Sinners, E 

. * gh 


(57 

of all the Children of Pride, and of 
the Covetous, who leads to ſpare 
that Which God hath Commanded' 
ſhall be utterly deſtroy'd. And ſuch 
will find that is the Cauſe (let 
their Pretence be what it will) of 
their loſing God's Favour, and his 
Kingdom, as Saul did for his Diſobe- 
dience, if any ſpare in them that 
which Chriſt is come to deſtroy, in 
all thoſe who Believe in, and receive 
him into their Hearts by Faith. 

For it's Obedience the Lord re- 
quires, as it's plain by the Prophet 
Saruel's Reply (unto Saul, when he 
pretended, he had ſpared what* God 
had Commanded to be utterly de- 


ſtroy'd; to Sachiſice unto the Lord in 1 Sam. 
Gilgal) bath the Lord as great delight: *** 


in Burnt-Offerings, and Sacrifices, as in 
obeying the Voice of the Lord; behold to 
Obey, is better than Sacrifice, © and to 
Hearken, than the fat of. Rams; for Re- 
bellion is as the Sin of Witchcraft, ' and 
Stubbornneſs is a4 Iniquity, and Idolatry, 
becauſe thou haſt rejected the word of the 
Lord, the Lord hath rejected thee from 
being King, ſaid the Prophet. 
And certainly the great Prophet” 


will reje& all them that ſpend their 
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time here in Rebellion againſt him, and 
againſt his Light and Grace in their 
Hearts, and Indulge themfelves in 
known Sins, and live out of the fray 


of God. 


And tho? ſuch may as Saul did, Con- 
feſs when it's too late, they have Sin- 
ned, they'll be ſhut out of God's 
Kingdom, and loſe that, as Saul did 
his, altho' they may be as ſeeming 
Zealous as he was to offer Sacrifice, 
and make profeſſion of Religion and 
Righteouſneſs, yet living in Sin, and 
in the love of it, and in Diſobedience 
and in Rebellion, they will be rejected 
by Chriſt, excluded his Kingdom, 
a_ have their Portion in Everlaſting 

ire. | 

And their too late Confeſſion, tho? 


it be as true as Saul's, who ſaid he 


had Sinned, as indeed he had, not 
only in diſobeying the Command of 
God, but in aſſerting he had obeyed 
the Voice cf God, when he had not; 
and his Pretence which he made, and 


the Reaſon that he urged for it, was 


becauſe he feared the People, and 
obey'd their Voice; when indeed it 
was becauſe he feared not God, nor 
obeped his Voice. | 8 

| : 0 
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So whatever Confeſſion any may 
make, that live in Diſobedience andRe- 
bellion whilſt here, againſt the Voice 
of God, nay, altho' they may aſſert 
they have obeyed the Voice of God, 
as Saul did, and ask Pardon as he did, 
and pretend a deſire to Worſhip God 
as he did, when he was not in a fit 
State to do it, the great Prophet 
will no more [Anſwer them, than 
Samuel did Saul; but turn from them, 


and ſay in that great Day, when he Mat. 25; 


ſhall come in his Glory, and all the Holy 


Angels with him, and (hall ſit upon the 


Throne of his Glory, and all Nations 
ſhall be gathered before him, be will 
ſay to them, go into Everlaſting Puniſh= 
ment. 

Therefore let all that would eſcape 
that Everlaſting Puniſhment, Whilſt 
they have time here, hear and obey the 
Voice of the great Prophet in them, 
and learn of him to Love and Feat 
God, that from Sin and Diſobedience 
they may be preſerved whillt here, 
that they may for ever Inherit that 
Kingdom hereafter, that is the Fa- 
ther's good pleaſure to give to his 
little Flock who fear him, and "_y 

18 


(9 
his Voice. But a little more about 
Suul's Requeſt to Samuel. 
Then ſaid Saul, again I have Sin- 
ned, yet Honour me I pray thee be- 
fore the Elders of my People, and 
before Iſrael. 


By which it's plain, he was more 
for his n Honour, than God's, and 


not ſo much concern'd for his Diſo- 
bedience, as he was for his own Repu- 


tation. Like too many in this Day, 


who pretend to Fear God, and to 


Honour him; that are more concern- 


ed for their own Reputation, than to 
obey God's Voice. Let ſuch conſider 
how the Lord and his Prophet dealt 
by Saul. The Lord Repented that he 
had made him King, and Samuel came 
no more to ſee him; who was ſo much 
concerned for his own Reputation, and 
ſo little for his great Offence. And are 
there not now tov many who live out 
of the fear of God, and in the breach 
of his Commandments, who are as 
fully Convicted in their own Hearts 
(of their Diſobedience) by the Spirit 


of that Prophet, whom all ought to 


hear, as Saul was by Samuel; yet if it 
be not known to others, they do go 


on 


- 
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ut on in their Diſobedience, and if 
10 they come to be diſcovered, they'll 
n- make a falſe Pretence, or rather than 
be expoſed, force themſelves to offer 
nd and pray, being deſirous to be Ho- 
noured before the People, they'll pre- 
ore tend to Worſhip and Serve God, and 
nd to make ſome ſhew of regard thereto, 
ſo- when they are out of God 's holy fear. 
= _ But as Samuel had no Communion 
y, with Saul, after he went from him, 
to ſo thoſe who truly fear God, ſhould 
n- have no Communion with ſuch, nor 
to joyn in Worſhip with them that are 
er not in the fear of God, and that re- 


le fuſe to hear and obey the great Pro- 
ne phet. For altho* they pretend to 
ne Pray to God, and to offer the Sacri- 
ch fice of Praiſe, yet as they are diſobe- 
id dient to the Lord, the great Prophet, 
re and breakers of his Commands, and 
ut found in Rebellion, [niquity, and i in 
ch Covetouſneſs, which is [dolatry, they 
a8 are not to be joyned with, nor held 
ts in Communion with by the People of 
is God here; neither can they, as they 
0 continue ſuch, have any part in 
it the Kingdom 'of God, and of Chriſt 
0 hereafter. Therefore thoſe who fear 
na _ God, ſhould not joyn with them in 


theſe 
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theſe Duties, for whilſt any continue 
in that State, God will not hear their 
Prayers, nor accept them, nor their 
Sacrifices ; for it's only thoſe of every 
Natien that fear God, and work Righ- 
tconſneſs, that he accepts. 

And as Eli ſaid to his Sons, If one 
Man Sin againſt another, the Judge 
ſhall Judge him, but if a Man Sin a- 
gainſt the Lord, who ſhall intreat for 
him? or how can he expect the Lord 
will accept him, or any who regard 
not his Fear, and do not ſo ſtand in 
Awe of him, as not to Sin againſt 
him; for thoſe are they that honour 
God, that he'll honour and they that 
deſpiſe him (and regard not his fear) 
be will lightly eſtęem. 

Oh! let all conſider this, leaſt the 


N Lord doth by them, as by Saul, cauſe 


his Spirit to depart from them, and 
then an Evil Spirit will prevail, as it 
did in Saul, who did wickedly, and 
cauſed the Prieſts of the Lord, In- 
nocent Men, upon the Information 
of Doeg, to be put to Death, not- 


withſtanding his pretence to Sacrifice 


and Worſhip unto God. 
And 
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And now obſerve alſo what great 1. Sam. 
ſtreſs the Prophet Samuel laid upon 


the Fear of God, in that he plainly 


tells the Children of Iſrael thus. I/ 


ye will feat the Lord, and ſerbe bim, 
and obey his Voice, and not Rebel againſt 
the Commandments of the Lord, then 
ſhall both ye, and alſo your King that 


Reighneth over you, continue following the E 
a God. But if ye will not obey v. 156 {| 


the Voite of the Lord, but rebel againſt 
the Commandments of the Lord, then 
ſhalt the hand of the Lord be againſt you, 
4s it was againſt your Fathers. 

And 15 moſt certainly will the 
hand of the Lord be againſt all that 
Fear not God, but do Wickedly, for 


they will be conſumed, that have 


not the Fear of God before their 


Eyes, and go on in their Tranſgreſ- 


ſion, and Wickedneſs; altho' they 
may draw near unto God with their 


| Mouths; and with their Lips may ho- 


nour him, yet have they removed their 
Hearts far from him, and have no 
fear towards the Lord, but what's 
taught by the Precepts of Men, and 
by their Wiſdom, (who fear not God) 


ſhall periſh; and not withſtanding 
they may have Underſtanding, and 


Prudence, 


: 


— — — — 
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Prudence, Wo is unto them, for they 


ſeek deep to hide their Counſel from 
the Lord, and their Works. are in 


the darKk. 10 
Therefore let all Sante the . 


of the Lord, and the Holy one of Jacob, 
in a godly Life, and always do thoſe 
things that may pleaſe him, Thak t F 
may eſcape his Judgments, andi e 
Bleſſing ; altho ugh, in tim P Ne 
have-erred.in Spirit, and. wanted. 
derſtinding, and haye murmure 
gainſt thoſe that God hath diele, 
that they may come, not only to 
learn ſound Doctrine; but to practiſe 
Piety, and Perfect Halineſs in the, 200 
of God, and, to. N 
Underſtanding, 55 eparting 
Iniquity, and that they are of 10 
Spirit, as Caleb and Joſbua were in 
their Day, whoſe Love, Fear, Ze al 
and Faithfulneſs unto God continy 

to the End. Oh! that all may 40e 
now. , 

But to return unto 3 the pro- 
phet, who was a Man that feared and 
ſerved God, and Mour ned for Saul, who 
did not fear him, till the Lord ſaid 
to him, How long wilt thow mourn, 
Saul, . I have rejected him. nie 


in his Life time this Prophet ſo lived in 
the Fear of God, that he defrauded 


appealed bore witneſs; ſo he died in 


33 
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This holy Prophet did the Lord 
ſend -to anoint David King: And as 


not nor oppreſted any, nor received 
any Bribes, as the People to whom he 


God's' Favour, and was lamented, 
and Buried in his Houſe at Ramah, 


CHAP XI. 
Concerning Davio. 


AVID the. youngeſt Son of 
Jeſſe, whom Samuel, by the Di. 
rection of God, Anointed King; and 
he was of the Lord's providing, tho? 
youngeſt of his Brethren, one who 
feared God, and had Experience of : sam. 
his Deliverance; and: had therefore *7: 


Faith and Courage in the Lord, and 


could from Experience ſay, The Righ- 
tecus are as bold as a Lyon; but the pro. 28.1 


Wicked ſeeth when no Man pur ſueth. 


When he went on his Father's Errand 
to his Brethren in he: Army, * : 
N 58 the 
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the Philiſtines into the Trench, as the 
Hoſt was going forth to fight, and 
ſhouted for the Battle; he ran into 
the Army, and the Champion of the 
Philiſtines, Goliah of Gath by Name, 
came up; and all the Men of Jrael, 
when they ſaw the Man, fled from 
him, and were fore afraid; but Davzd, 
who came from keeping a few Sheep 
in the Wilderneſs, ſaid unto Saul, 
Let no Man's Heart fail becauſe of him; 
thy Servant will go and fight with this 
Philiſtine, who hath defied the Armies of 
the living God, And he went out a- 
gainſt him with his Staff, Sling and 
Stone, and ſaid unto the Philiſtine, I 
come unto thee in the Name of the Lord 
of Hoſts, the God of the Armies of Iſ- 
rael, whom thou haſt defied : This Day 
will the Lord deliver thee into my Hand, 
and I will Smite thee, and take thy Head 


from thee : and I will give the Carcaſes 


of the Hoſt of the Philiſtines this Day 
unto the Fowles of the Air, and to the 
Wild Beaſts of the Earth, that all the 
Earth may know there is a God in Iſrael. 
And as he fear'd God, and went 
forth in his Name, he flew him with 
a Sling and a Stone, and cut off Goliah's 
Head with his own Sword; for ou 
| VI 


who fear God. 
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vid had neither Sword nor Spear, but 
did go forth in Faith and Fear. And as 
he lived in the Fear of God (when he 
was taken into. the King's Court, 


' honoured, and made his Son in Law) 


he was. endued with Wiſdom, and 
behaved himſelf wiſely, and was accep- 
ted of God, and all the People; yet in 
a little time Saul, who was thus plea- 
ied with David,and preferred by him; 
yet Saul not living in the a of God, 


but loving the Praiſe of Men, grew 


diſpleaſed with David, and endeavour- 
ed to kill him, who ſonght not the 
Praiſe. of Men: But the Lord pre- 


ſerved him, and Saul, who feared not 


God, was after wards afraid of David, 
who behaved himſelf wiſely in all his 
Ways, and the Lord was with him. 
And the Lord will be with all them 
now, who live in his Fear, and he'll 
teach them to behave themſelves wiſely 
in all their Ways; though wicked 
Men may plot againſt them, and ſeek 
to enſnare them, and may feignedly 
pretend, as Saul did to the Ziphites, who 
were for delivering David into his 
Hand, to bleſs ſuch as will join with 
them to enſnare, take, and kill thoſe 


Let 


Note. 
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1 
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Let therefore all be careful to live x 


in the Far of God, as Did, who 
was ſaid to be a Man after God's own 
Heart. And as he kept in the Frar ot 
God, he did (as all who do may) come 
from Experience highly to Commend, 
and Recommend it unto others; being 
a Companion of all them who feared 


hana the Lord, and kept his Precepts : 


1. 63. And all ſuch with him may ay, 
2% 7* came ye Children, bearken unt a. me, 1 
will teach" yon the: Fear of the Lord. Oh 

fear the Lord, all ye his Saints, for. 

there is no want to them that Fear bim; 

for the Angel of tie Lord tncamperh 
round about them that tft bim, and 
dlelivereth them anf alli their Frurs: 

Pa. 3. Fr the Lord Goodneſs isl great, mhichh 
17 20. he bath laid up for them that ker him; 
which he hath wrought for them that truſt 

in him before the Sons of Men. The 

Lord ſhall hide them in the ſecret: of his 
Preſence, from the Pride! of Man: He 
all leep t hem ſecretly in a Pavilion from 

Pla. 60, che ſtrife of Tongues; for he bath given 
4 Banner to them that. feat bim, tha 
it may be diſplayed becauſe of the Truth; 
as Pavid experienced, and therefore 
p faithiunto the Lord, Thou(haſh:been- 4 


the 


" 
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e i the Enemy, I will abide in thy Taber- Y 
'O nacle for ever, I will truſt in the Cavert 
Mm ef thy inge; ſor thau, O Go, haſt 
dt heard my Vows, than haſt giuth nie the 
8 5 Heritage of thoſe that fear thy Name. | 

And though the wicked may whet their Pſa. sa. 
g Tongue like a Sword, and bend their | 
A *Baws. to. ſhoot their Arrows, even bitter 
* Words,——Godſhak ſhoot at them with 
2 an Arrow, ſuddainly ſhall they be wound-· 
1 -ed.— And all Aen ſhall: Fear, and ſhail 
a declare the Work of God, for they ſul 
N wiſely conſider of his dung. | 
3 As they come to dwell in his Fear, 
then they'll ſay. as David did, Teach 
4 me thy Way, O Lord, I will wal b. in thy Plas 85 
: Truth; unite my. Heart 4% fear thy 
> Name. And then they'll know the 
; Lord giveth a Banner to them that fear pſa. 60. 
| him, that it may be diſplay becauſe of © 
7 his Truth.: And that . he'll give them pg. 6. 
; the Heritage of thoſe that ktur him, and pl a 
they'll be Clad? for the Lord will teach 5 pla, 25. 
| them that fear him, in the Way that be 12, 13) 
| ſhall chooſe : His Soul ſhall dwell at eaſe, 

\ and by Seed ſhall inherit the Earth. The 

f Secret of the Lord is with them that feat 

bim, and he will ſhew. them his Covenant. 
And they?li;fay as David did, Come 


and hear, all ye that fear God, and 1 
will 


„ tl... a — 
. 


2 


Pſa. 19. 
9. 


Pſa. 22. 
21 


PF. 67. 
7. 


pſa. 85. 
of I03, 
11. 


Ver. 13. 


Ver. 17. 


| (70) | 
will declare what the Lord bath done for 
my Saul. And: theſe wilt cry to him 
with their Mouth, and God will be 
extolled by their Tongue; but if any 
regard Iniquity in their Heart, the 
Lord will not hear them; for the 
Fear of the Lord is clean, enduring for 
ever. The Fudgments of the: Lor d are 
true and Righteous altogether : They there- 
fore that kłũr the Lord, will declare his 
Name unto their Brethren, and in the 
midſt of the Congregation will they praiſe 
God: and ye that fear the Lord praiſe 
him; all ye the Seed of Jacob! plorifit 
root pads fear him all ye the Seed of 

rael. et 
And all, who come to fear God, 
he'll Bleſs, as David ſaid, God ſhall 
bleſs us, and all the Ends of the Earth 
ſhall fear him. And ſay with David 
alſo, Let all that be round about. him, 
bring Preſents to him that ought to ue 
feared : For ſurely his Salvation is nigh 
to them that Feat him, that Glory may 
dwell in our Land: For as the Heaven 
is high above the Earth; ſo great is his 
Mercy toward them that feat him. Like 
as a Father pittieth his Children; ſo the 
Lord pittieth them that feat him, and 
his Mercy is from Everlaſting upon them 
that 


> (1 


me for what fear bim, and his Righteouſneſs unto 


him 
ill be 
f any 
„ the 
r the 
g for 


{ are 


Childrens Children to ſuch as keep his 
Covenant, and to thoſe that remember his 
'Commandments, to do them. He gi- pſa. 11s 
veth Meat to them that fear him, he 5 
will ever be mindful of his Covenant: For 
he taketh Pleaſure, in them that fear 
him, in thoſe that hope in his Mercy. He 
will fulfil the Deſire of them that fear * 147. 
him: He alſo will hear their Cry, and pi. 145, 
will ſave them: Therefore let all the s. 
Earth fear the Lord, let all the Iuba- 
bitants of the World ſtand in Awe, of p\.33 8 
him; for he honoureth them that fear the 
Lord. Behold, the Eye of the Lord is bfg 
upon them that fear him, upon them that 16, i, 
Hope in his Mercy, to deliver their Soul 
from Death, and keep them alive in Fa- 
mine. O Fear the Lord therefore ye his yſ.34.5 
Saints, for there is no Want to them that 
fear him. Come ye Children, hearken 
"unto me, I will teach you the Fear of the 
Lord: And he farther ſaith, Te that 
Fear the Lord, truſt in the Lord, be is 
their Help and their Shield: He will bleſs pſ 155, 
them that fear him, both ſmall and great. 11, 13. 
(ſee to the End of that Pſalm) There- 
tore let them now that Fear the pb. 118. 
Lord ſay, that His Mercy endureth for * 
ever, 


C | These 


Go 
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Theſe Scriptures | have Collected, 

$0 ew how highly David, who loved 
; commended his Fear, that all 

may be excited, above all Things, to 


mind and be careful always to live in 


the Fear of the Lord, becauſe Wiſ- 
dom, that is profitable to direct, is 
thereby gained; and the Lord 1s 
with ſuch, and doth teach them, aud 
ſuffers them not to want, but extends 
his Goodneſs, encamps about them 
with his Preſence, hides them from 
the, Pride of Men, keeps them 1n his 


Pavilion, gives a Banner to them, 1s 
2 Shelter and Strong Tower, gives 


them the Heritage of thoſe that ſear 
him, cauſeth them to truſt in the Co- 
ver of his Wings, teaches them his 
Way, unites their Hearts to him, 
cauſe th their Souls to be at Eaſe, and 
their Seed to inherit the Earth, makes 
known his Secret to them, ſhews 
them his Covenant, brings them to 
tell what he hath done for their Souls, 
cauſeth them to cry to him with their 
Mouth, and to extol him with their 
Tongues, and to praiſe and gloriſie 
him, and. he bleſſeth them, or brings his 
Salvation near, that he may cault 
Glory to dwell in their Land, (or 

Hearts) 


1 his 

him, 
and 
nakes 


ſnews 


upon them, 


and „ 


from Death, and to keep them alive 
in Famine, and is their Help and their 
Shield, and his Mercy is from Ever- 
laſting upon them, and his Righteouſ- 
neſs is unto their Childrens Children, 
will bleſs them both ſmall and 
great. 

And as David lived in the Fear of 
God, fo when his Days drew nigh 
that he ſhould die, he gave Counlel 
and Advice unto Salomon his Son, who 


was to ſucceed him in the Kingdom, be- x Ring. 2 


ing deſirous he ſhould live in the Fear 
of God, that he might have his Bleſſing, 


d proſper in all that he did, and walk 
Tore him in Truth, ſaid unto Solo- ver. 3. 


m to Won, Keep the Charge of the Lord thy 
souls, God, to wall in all his Mays. 
their; So David ſlept with his Fathers, 


their and was bury'd in the City of David, 
oriſie Karine Reigned 47 Years. 

gs his | | 
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CHAP 


C oncerning 8 K OMON. 


. OLOMON was a Man unto 
& --* whom the Lord appeared in his. 
young days, and he pleaſed the Lord, 
in that he Loved, Feared and Served 
him, and asked'of him Wiſdom, and 
2 Chron, Knowledge, and not Riches, Wealth, 
*.11,12. Honour, nor Tong Life. Therefore 
God gave him Wiſdom, and Know- 
ledge, Riches, Wealth, and Honour, 
ſuch as none before him had, neither 
any after him have had the like, for 
it was exceeding much: And God 
gave him largeneſs of Heart, even as 
the Sand that is upon the Sea-Shoar. 
1 Kings And his Wiſdom excelled the Wiſ- 
9%. 25,39 dom of all the Children of the Eaſt- 
Country, and all the Wiſdom ot ct 
Egypt, for he was Wiſer than all Men, I. 
and he ſpake three thouſand Proverbs, V 
and he ſpake of Trees, from the Ce- c 
dar Tree that is in Lebanon, even un- c. 
to the Hyſop that ſpringeth out of / 
the Wall: Alſo of Beaſts, and off c 
Foul, of Creeping things, and of 
Fiſhes. | 
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C Fiſhes. And in his Prayer at the De- 1 gings 


dication of the Temple, which hes 
Built for the Lord, he ſaid, Hear 


thou in Heaven thy dwelling place, and 


un 


of 
oy they ſhall not find him. 
14SEC 


nes. 


forgive, and do, and give to every Man 
according to his ways, whoſe heart thou 


' knoweſt (for thou, even thau only know- 
eſt the hearts of all the Children of 


Men) that they may fear thee all the 
days they live. 
all People upon the Earth might 
know the Name of God, and fear 


+ 39. 
ETs 4+ 


Yea, he Prayed that 


him; for he knew and ſaid, The Fear 29 


of the Lord is the beginning of Know- 


ledge, but Fools deſpiſe Wiſdom and 
Inſtruction. 


ſpiſe Wiſdom and Inſtruction, that 


And. ſuch Fools that de- 


will not take Counſel, nor regard Re- 
proof, but hate Knowledge, and will 
not chuſe and live in the feat of the 
Lord, they ſhall eat the Fruit qt 


their own way, and be filled with 
their own Devices; and when Deſo- 


lation and Deſtruction cometh as 2 
. Whirl-wind, wheaDiltreſsandAnguiſh-* - 
-' cometh upon them, then ſhall they 


call upon the Lord, but he will nos 
Anſwer, and though they ſeek him, 


+ 5 # „ 
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Yet ſurely I know it ſhall be well with 
them that Feat God, which Feat before 
him. But it ſhall not be well with the 
Wicked, neither ſhall be prolong his days, 
which are as a Shadow, becauſe he 
feareth not God. Let us therefore 
hear the Concluſion of the whole 
Matter, Fear God, and keep his Com- 
mandments, for this is the whole Duty 
of Man, for God ſhall bring every work 
to Judgment, with every ſecret thing, 
whether it be Good, or whether it be 
El.. 
Thus ſaid this Wiſe Preacher, that 
God gave ſuch great Wiſdom unto; 
and in that Wiſdom he Adviſed, ſay- 
ing, Be not Wiſe in thine own Eyes, 
fear the Lord, and depart from Evil. 
And he declares what the Fear of the 
Lord is; whereby every one upon a 
ferious Conſideration, and a due Exa- 
mination of their Ways and Doings, 
may find, and know whether they 
live in the fear of the Lord. For, 
ſaith he, the Fear of the Lord is to hate 
Evil, Pride, and Arogancy, and the 
Evil way; and therefore it any love 
Evil, delight ia Pride, are found in 
Arrogancy, and walk in the Evil way, 
lex them think never ſo well of them- 

oth ſelves, 
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ſelves, and profeſs never - ſo- much of 
God, and pretend to Love and Serve 
bim what they will, they do not Fear 
and Serve God as they ought, neither 
do nor can they perform their Duty 
to him, or have his Favour or Bleſ- 
ſing, if they love and live in Evil, 
for ſuch are out of the fear of God, 
and have not a ſtrong Confidence, nor 
a a place of Reſuge, nor are the Lord's 
Children, but are in the Snares of 
Death; for it's in the feat of the Prov.16 
Lord the ſtrong Confidence is, and his * 
Children ſhall have a place of Refuge; 
for the Fear of the Lord, is a Fountain 
ef Life, to depart from the Snares of 
„Death; which thoſe who live not in 
. it, run often into, in their eager pur- 
e ſuit after Earthly Riches, fading Ho- 
a nour, and the Pleaſures of Sin that 
are but for a Seaſon; therefore better Prov. 13 
„ is little with the frat of the Lord, 16. 
y than great Treaſure, and Trouble there- 
„ with. For as Solomon ſaith, he that is 
'e greedy of gain, troubleth his own Houſe, 
'e but the teal of the Lord, tendeth to yer. 27. 
© Life, and he that hath it, ſhall abide ſa- 
nl Ltisfied, he ſhall not be Viſited with Evil, ch. 19. 
„ for by Humility, and the feat of the © 
Lord, are Riches, and Honour, and Life. Ch. 22% 
- D 3 becauſe 4 


TT A 4a. 6 . 4 . 4*. tr. 


wo FT 


Prov. 13 


Ch. 22. 
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becauſe the Fear of the Lord is the Inſtru- | 


ction of Wiſdom, and before Honour 1s 
Humility. But every one that is proud in 
heart, is an Abomination unto the Lord; 


thongh hand joyn in hand, be ſhall not 


be unpuniſhed; let not therefore thy heart 
envy Sinners, but be thou in the fear 
of the Lord all the day long, and be 
merciful, and true, for by Mercy and 
Truth, Iniquity is purged, and by the 
wy of the Lord, Men depart from 
Evil. 9 

Theſe things did this great King 
and Preacher declare, being one that 
feared the Lord, and Commended the 
ſame, and was greatly endowed with 
Wiſdom, and he lived therein. And 


8. it's ſaid of him, he made all the Peo- 


ple that were left of the Hittites, 
(which were a People that feared not 
God, but were fearful ones, and as 
they feared not God, they had not 
Faith and Confidence in him, and are 
Excluded out of the Holy City) Rev. 
21. 8. and the Amorites, that were 
ſo far from fearing of God, that 


they were a bitter People, and tho? 


great Talkers, wore in the bitter- 
neſs of Envy againſt them that fear- 


edthe Lord, and were his People, 


and 
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„and the Hivites, that were of a wick- 
i; ed Life, and feared not God; and 
in the Jebuſites, which were a People 
; that trod under foot the precious 
oo Truth, as all that fear not God do, 
+ and were not of Iſ-ae/, whom the 
xt Lord bleſſed. Theſe did Solomon 
e bring under Tribute, and kept in 
4 SubjeQion; and it was this King So- 2 Cron,g 
he lomon, that the Queen of Sheba heard 
„ the Fame of, and came to prove 

with hard Queſtions, and he told her 
g All her Queſtions 3 for as he lived in 
n the Fear of the Lord, there was no- 
je thing hid from Solomon, that he told her 
h nt. Who was indeed a Figure of 
d him that was greater than Salomon, 
z- even the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and 
„ therefore it's ſaid of him (as it may 
't be truly aid of Chriſt,) he paſſed all 
's the Kings of the Earth in Riches and 
t Wiſdom, and he Reigned over Jſrae} 
e Fforty Years, but Chriſt Reigneth over 
„ his Houſe for Ever; and Solomon ſlept 
e With his Fathers, and was Buried in 
the City of David. Thus Died this 
» great King, as all Mortals muſt, ac- 
— _ cording to the Appointment of God, 
„ Which is, for all Aden once to die, and 
D 4 aftey 


(80) ; 
after that to Judgment. And he was 
taken from all his Riches, Honour, 
and Greatneſ*, as all Mankind will 
be, that enjoy ever ſo much here. 


CHAP. XIII. 


Concerning REHOBOAM, 


EXT after Solomon, his Son 
Rehoboam came to Reign; who 
not fearing the God of his Fathers, 
and rejecting the grave Counſel of 
the Old Men, imprudently follow'd 
the bad Advice of the haughty Young 
ones, that feared him not. Yet when 
he, and all 1/rael in Judah and Benja- 
min, who hearkned to, and obeyed 
the words of the Lord, which was 
ſpoken by Shimiab the Man of God, 
to whom the word of the Lord came, 
and went not up to fight againſt their 
Brethren, altho* they had a great 
Army of 180000 Choſen Men, but 
returned every Man to his Houſe, 
they ſtrengthened the Kingdom of 
ety Judab, 


pr 
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Judah, and made Rehoboam the Son of 
Solomon ſtrong three Years; and out 
of all the Tribes of 1/-ael, thoſe that 
Feared the Lord, and ſet their Hearts 
to ſeek the Lord God of Iſrael, came 
to Jeruſalem to Sacrifice to the Lord 
God of their Fathers; and for three 
Years they walked in the way of Da- 
vid, and Solomon; but when Rehobo- 
am had ſtrengthned himſelf, and his 
Kingdom, he forſook the Lord, and 

departed from his Far. 
Then Shiſhak King of Egypt, came 
up againſt Jeruſalem, with 1200 Cha- 
riots, and, 600000 Horſemen, and 
the People were © without Number 
with him ; yet then ſent the Lord his 
Prophet Shemiah to Rehoboam, and 
the Princes, who ſaid unto them, 
thus faith the Lord, ye have forſaken: 
me, and therefore have I allo left 
you in the Hand of ' Shiſhak. Where- 
upon the Princes of //rae/, : and the 
King, hunibled themſelves, and they 
ſaid the Lord is, Righteous: And 
when the Lord ſaw that they hum- 
bled themſelves, he ſaid, I will not 
deſtroy them, but I will grant them 
ſome Deliverance, nevertheleſs they 
ſhall be his Servants. 80 Shiſhak 
„ came 
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came up againſt Jeruſalem, and took 
away the Treaſures of the Houſe of 
the Lord, and the Treaſures of the 
King's Houſe he took all ; he carried 
away alſo the Shields of Gold which 
Solomon had made; yet King Rebo- 
boam did not continue in the Fear of 
the. Lord, becauſe he prepared not 
his Heart to ſeek the Lord. And 
Rehoboam Slept with his Fathers, 8 


was Buried in the S * r 


ä 


— —„— _ 


— ee Af 


C 1 A P. N. 
| Concerning. Annan. PL 


EX T Abijab Reigned over 15 
dah Three Years, but his Heart 
" was not perfect with the Lord his 
God, neither did he live in the fed 
of the Lord all his days. But when 
he ſet the Battle in Aray with an 


Army of Valiant Men of War, 
400000 Choſen Men, againſt Jerobo- 
am, and his 8Booooo Choſen Men; 
being mighty Men of Valour; he 
ſaid, the Lord is our God, and we 


have 


ws, * 
av - - 


N 


rene a0 
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| have not forſaken him, God himſelf 


is with us, Fight you not againſt the 
Lord God of your Fathers, for you 
ſhall not proſper. And. tho? Fero- 
boam laid an Ambuſh both before and 
behind Judah, when they cried to the 
Lord, Iſrael fled before Judah, and there 
were 500000 Choſen Men flain, be- 
cauſe Judah feared the Lord,and relied 
upon him, but ael did not. So we 
may ſee the difference that is between 
them that fear God, and thoſe that 
do not. And Abij ab Died, and was 
Buried with his Fathers, in the City 
of David. 9 75 


1 14 „ . 
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CHAP; XV. 


* . Concerning As A. 
* 


TIC Aſa was Son to Abijah, 2 TY 


and Reigned in his ſtead. He 
feared the Lord, and did that which 
was good and right in the Eyes of the 
Lord, and Commanded Judah to ſeeſ the 
Lord: and when the eAthiopians came 


with a Hoſt of One Thouſand Thonſand, _ =_ 


and 
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ver. 9+ and Three Hundred Chariots, He cry- 

ed unto the Lord his God, and ſaid, 

ver. 11, I' not hing with thee to help, whether 

with many, or with them that have no 

Power; help us, O Lord our God, for 

we reſt on thee, and in thy Name we go 

againſt this Multitude : O Lord, thou + 

art our God, let not Man prevail againſt 

thee. So the Lord ſmote the Erthrops- 

ans, and they fled, and were deſtroy- 

ed; and Aſa and Judah that feared God, 

relied upon, and prayed unto him; 

they ſmote the Tents of the Etrhiopi- 

ant, and their Cattle, and carried a- 

way Sheep and Camels in abundance, 

and very much Spoil, and the fear 7 

Ver. 13. the Lord came upon them, and they 
ſpoiled all their Cities. 2 

Oh! how Excellent a thing it is to 

fear the Lord, it cannot be too much 

commended; for while People live 

in that, the Lord will be with them; 

and if therein People ſeek the Lord, 

| 2Chron, he will be found; but if any depart 

15. from his fear, and forſake him, he 

| will forſake them; for the Eyes of the 

2 Chron. Loyd run to and fro throughout the 

16. 9 whole Earth, to ſhew himſelf ſtrong in 
behalf of them whoſe Heart is per fett is 

wards 


2 n him, and he delivereth them 
l, that feat him. 

er This King 4/a. alſo Died in the 
% goth Year of his Reign, and was Bu- 
Y + Ticd in his own Sepulchre. 


1 | | 3 
6 

E nn 

5 Concerning I HO sar HAT. | 


i- EXT Jehoſaphat his 80n Reign. 15 
ed, and the Lord was with '” * 

© him, becauſe he feared the Lord, 

of and ſought the Lord God of his Father, 

y and waſted in his Commandments,there- 

fore the Lord "Eſtabliſhed the King- 

o dom in his Hand; and he ſent Levites 

h through all the Kingdom of Judah, 

e and taught the People. And the fear 2Chron, 

> of the Lord fell upon all the Kingdoms of **: 

d, the Land round —_ Judah; and Je- 

1 boſaphat had Riches and Honour 1 in a- 

he bundance; yet for his going with 

be Ahab King of Iſrael, he had like to 

e have loſt his Life. And upon his Re- 

n turn to Jeruſalem, after his Eſcape, 

9 the Lord helped and delivered him, 


and moved the Captain of the 
King 


(56) 3 
King of Syria to depart from him; 
ſent his Prophet Jehu, the Son of t 
Hanaim the Seer to meet him; who 1 
ſaid to King Jehoſaphat, Should'ſt thou © - 
help the Ungodly, and love them, 7 
that hate the Lord? therefore is wrath *g 
upon thee, from before the Lord. -v 
Obſerve. the danger he was in by go- h 
ing into bad Company. Neverthe- a 
leſs there were good things found in t 
him, and he prepared his Heart to : 

{ 
E 


2 Chron. 
19. 657 7 * 


ſeek God, —and he ſet Judges in the 
Land, and ſaid, rake heed what ya dd, 
for, ye judge not for Man, but fof be 
Lond; wherefore let the fear of the | 
Lord he, hen you, fer there is h Iniqui- © 
ty with the Lord our Ged, nor veſpect of 
Perſons, . nor taking of Gifts, Let all 
that Judge,Conlider this, and let every 
Iuadge follow this Advice, and Live 
in the ker of the Lord, or he 
fl caungt do (as this King juſtly. re- 
il, quires). Judge faithfully, and with 
4 a, perfect Heart. And theſe Judg- 
0 es were even to warn the People 
0 that they Treſpaſs not againſt the 
Wl Lord. And as this was done in the 
fear of the Lord, and the People 
who dwelt therein, they were pre- 
ſerved, as all that ſo do ſhall, from 
Treſpaſſing; 


. 


{ 
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Treſpaſſing; the Lord will be with 
of the Good, and with them, that live 
10 in his fear. ' 
bu And when the Children of Amen, 2. 
n, Moab, and Mount-Seir, came with a 
h great Multitude againſt Fehoſaphat, he 
d. went not forth againſt them, *till he 
d- had ſought the Lord, and Proclaimed 
e- a Faſt throughout all Jdab. And 
in they gathered themſelves together, 
o to ask the Help of the Lord; and t 


ie ſeek him. And the King Prayed the 


Excellent Prayer following.” ok ; 
„ „ 0 Fend Gd of our Fathers ! 
— 0 thou art God in Heaven, and Ru- 
＋ 6 jeſt not tes over all the King- 
[1 dms of the Heathen and in thy 
y * 1 is there not Power, and 
e t, ſo that nbne are able to 
E 4 ah there. Art not tou our 
— 8 d, who att fre but the In- 
3 0 of this Land before thy 
- „ people 1/raet; and Fave it to the 
40 Seed of Abrabam thy Friend for 
& ever, and they dwelt therein, and 
1 have built therein a Sanctuary for 
|< thy Name; ſaying, If When Evil 
% cometh upon us, as the Sword, 
14 „ Jadgments, or Peſtilence, we ſtand 
| „before 


* 


5 
- 
8 
ö 
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« before this Houſe, and in thy pre- 
&« ſence (for thy Name is in this 
4 Houſe) and cry unto thee in our 
« Affliction, and thou vile hear, and 


* - 66 nelp. 


2; And now behold the Children of 4 | 
© Ammon, and Moab, and Mount- _ 
„ Ser, whom thou would'ſt not let 
« Jſracl Inyade, when they came 
© out of the Land of 1505 a te 4 
© they turned from them, an . 
« ſtroyed them not. 

4 Behold I ſay, how they Reward | 
« us, to come and caſt us out of thy | 
= Poſſeſſion, . which thou. haſt, glven , 1 
«© us'to ben 5 „ 2M 

O our God. 1 wils chou not Judge , 
T them? for we have no might- a» ( 
& gainſt. this great. Company, that » 
« cometh againſt us, neither know. 
<« we what to do, but our Eyes are J 
2 — thee 2, 7 all Hrael ſtood be- 
4 fore the Lord, with their little. 5 
% ones, their Wives, and their 3 
2 Children. | „ 


4 4 


This Prayer, and the bumble Rae g 
of the King, and People, that ſought a 
the Lord, and feare Fink was ſo 
pleaſing - and acceptable unto har 
( at 


e- that he ſaid unto them by Jehaziel a 
us. Levite, upon whom he cauſed his 
ur Spirit to come, and by which he mo- 
nd ved him to ſay unto all Fudah, and to 
the Inhabitants of Feruſalem, be not 
of afraid, or diſmayed by reaſon of this 
1t-,, great Multitude, for the Battle is not 
let yours, but God's. | 
ne Mark, God fights the Battles of 
pt them that fear him: And the Lord 
le- ſaid, go ye down againſt them, ſtand 
.- ye ſtil], and ſee the Salvation of the 
rd Lord; and Fehoſaphat and all Iſrael 
hy _bowed and fell before the Lord, wor- 
en, ſhipped him, and Prayed to the God 
 : of Iſrael with a loud Voice. And 
ge Fehoſaphat (aid unto them, Hear me 
a- O Fuaah, and ye Inhabitants of Fe- 
nat ruſalem. : 0 
DW. Believe in the Lord your God, I ſhall 
re ye be Eſtabliſhed; believe his Prophets, 
Ne», fo ſhall ye proſper and they praiſed the 


tle. Beauty of Holineſs, and ſaid, praiſe the 


eir Lord, for his Mercy endureth for ever. 
And the Children of Ammon, Moab, 
and the Inhabitants of Mount-Seir 
me were ſmitten, and utterly deſtroyed, 
and none eſcaped, for they were dead 
Bodies, fallen to the ground; and 
Pebaſaphat, and every Man of Han 
all 


2 Chron, 
20, 20, 
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and Feruſalem returned with Joy, for . 
the Lord had made them to rejoyce |, 
over their Enemies, and the fear of 
the Lord was upon all the Kingdoms 
of thoſe Countries; and as Jeheſa- | 
phat and the People continued in the 
2Cixon. feap of the Lord, the Realm of Fe-, | 
'  b9ſaphat was quiet, for his God gave 
him Reſt round about. But when | 
he joyned with Abaxiab King of 
rael, who feared not God, but did 
very wickedly, to make Ships to go 
to Tarſhiſh, Then Eliezer Prophecied 
againſt him, ſaying, Becanſe thou haſt 
"ere 37* zoyned thy ſelf with Abaziah, the Lora 
bath broken thy Works, that the Ships 
were not able to go to Tarſhi(h. 
By which we may obſerve, when 
thoſe that Fear God, joyn with the 
1 Wicked to get gain, the Lord can 
W. bring difappointments upon their De- 
5 ſigns. But if they live in his Far, 
they have his Bleſſing, and there is 
1 no want to them, that ſo live; for 
be provides for them, and gives them 
1 Content and Satisfaction. But if they 
\f joyn with and love them that hate the 
Lord, he is diſpleaſed with them; 
and when this King did ſo, he was in 
danger of his Life, and ſuffer'd _ 
225 Jo ＋ 
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Yet as he did in other things, do 
that which was right in the ſight of 
the Lord, he was Merciful to him, 
his Care was. over him, and he 
ſent his Prophets to him, to ſhew 
him his Fault, and he prepared his 
Heart to ſeek the Lord, which was 
well-pleaſing unto God. And after 
he had Reigned twenty five Years in 
Feruſalem, he Slept with his Fathers, 
and was Buried with his Fathers, in 
the City of David. 

But after him, to the Days of He- 
zekiah, both the Kings and People 
declined in their Fear towards God ; 
and altho' he ſent his Prophets to 
Warn and Teſtifie againſt them, for 


their forſaking him, theſe were often 


rejected by them, being not conſtant 
in the Service of God; neither did 
they as they ougin, live in his fear ; 
as may be feen from the 22d Chapter 


of the 2d Book of Chronicles, unto 


the 29th. 


CHAP. 


(92) 
CHAP. Vn. 


Concerning Ring HEZ EK IAM. £ 


| 2Chron, E began his Reign in the 25th Y 
29.2. Year of his Age; and being a 


* 


| Man who feared God, He did that 7 
| which was right in the ſight of the Lord, 
"i according to all that David his Father 
WW had done. © | | 
0 And in the firſt Year of his Reign, 
| | he opened the Doors of the Houſe of the 
Wy Lord, and repaired them ;, and bad the 
ji Levites ſanQtifie themſelves, and the 
1" Houſe. of the Lord. And ſaid, Our 
. Fathers have treſpaſſed, and done that 
i i which was Evil in the Eyes of the Lord 
0 

| 


as 


our God, and have forſaken him: 
Wherefore the Wrath of the Lord was up- 


"1 on Fudah and Feruſalem, and be deli- 
Mt vered them to Trouble, to Aſtoniſhment, 
1 and to Hiſſing, as you ſee with your Eyes, 
1 and our Fathers haue fallen by the Sword, 
Wi and our Sons, and our Daughters, and 


„ 


1 our Wives are in Captivity for this: 
i | Ver. 11. Therefore, ſaid this good King, who | 

1 loved and feared the Lord, it's in my 

Heart to make a Covenant with the Lord 

God 


e (93) | 
God of Iſrael, that his fierce Wrath may 
turn away from us. And indeed as E- 
. vil-doing incurs the Wrath of God, 
there is no way to eſcape it; but to 
turn from it, and ceaſe from doing of 
Evil, and to fear God, and learn to do 
th well; for the Lord doth, and will 
a teach all them who truly Fear him. 
e Now it's ſaid, Judah bowed them- 
. felves before the Lord, and worſhipped, 
„er both Hezekiah, and all the People : 
And upon their Return unto the 
n. Lord, and in his Service, they rejoyced, 
h and ſent to all J/rael, and adviſed 
he them alſo, who had wrought wicked , . .. 
he things, to provoke the Lord to An- :7, 
ger, to turn untothe Lord from thoſe 
a+ things, for which he had teſtified a- 
+4 Bainſt them by the Prophets, and by 
„ All the Seers, ſaying, Turn you from 
mY 2 evil Ways; notwithſtanding they 
_ would not hear, but hardned their 
it, Necks like their Fathers, who did 
? not believe in the Lord their 
4, God. 
„ Now Hezekiah, and the People who 
13 the Lord, exhorted them, 
ſaying, Be not like your Fathers, and 
ite your Brethren, who treſpaſſed againſt 
he Lord God of yonr Fathers; who theres 


fore 
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wk 2 King. fore gave them up to Deſolation ; as in- 
7. deed he had, viz. Iſrael, becauſe they © 
had alſo forſaken the Lord, and left 
all the Commandments of the Lord 
their God, and ſerved. Baal; there- 
fore the Lord was very Angry with 
Iſrael, and there was none left, for 
the Lord had removed them out of bi- 
Sight, as he had ſaid by all his Ser- 
vants the Prophets, and they were 
carried away out of their own Land, 
unto AHria. 
2 Chron. And Hezekiah and the People ſaid 1 
39.9 unto them, I ye turn again unto the 
Lord, your Brethren, and your Children 
ſhall find Compaſſion before them who lead 
them Captive; ſo that they ſhall come a- 
gain unto this Land : For Mr Lord your 
God is gracious and merciful, and will * 
not turn away his Face from you, if 5 
return unto him. 3 
tf Notwithſtanding this Exhortation, ; 
1 which was ſent by Poſts, from City to 
1 City through the Countries of Eph: | 
raim and Manaſjah, even unto Zebulon, 1 
they had ſo little Regard thereunto, 
who were out of the Fear of God, - 
that they laughed them to Scorn, 
and inocked them: Nevertheleſs di- 
vers who Feared the Lord, humbled} 


thein- | 
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1- # themſelves. And Hezekiah prayed for 
them, and the Lord hearkened unto He- 
ft zekiah, and healed the People. Theſe 
d l mention, that it may be obſerved 
2- | what regard the Lord hath to them 


h who fear him. And that all may be 
excited to Fear the Lord, and to ſerve 

is and truſt in him, as Hezekiah did, of 

r- # whomir's ſaid, That after him was none 2 kings 
re like him among all the Kings of Judah, 186. 
d, nor any that were before him, the Lord 


was with him, and he proſper d whether- 

id ſoever he went forth. 

he And when he, and the People who - 

en feared the Lord had kept the great Paſ- - ns: 
ad ſover which he had proclaimed, there 

a- was great Joy in Feruſalem : For ſince 

ur the time of Solomon, the Son of Da- 

ill vid, King of Iſrael, there was not 

o the like in Jeruſalem. _ 

1 Now when all was finiſhed, all Iſrael Ver. 31. 


* 
E 4 
** 


n, who were preſent, went out to the Cities 
to of Judah, and brake the Images in pieces, 
he and cut down the Groves, and threw 


an, ® down the High Places, and the Altars 
to, © out of all Fudah, and Benjamin, in 
d, Ephraim and Manaſſah, until they had 
n, utterly deſiroy'd them dll. 

li- Obſerve the Zeal and good Effects 
ed F that the Fear of the Lord produced 
n- | 


in 
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in them who lived therein, and were 


Faithful in bis Service. Then, ſaith ” 
the Text, all the Children of Iſrael re- 


> Chrone turned every Man to his Poſſeſſion, into x 


31. 


1 kings in his Fear. And when railing Rab. 


Ig, 


their own Countries, And Hezekiah 
throughout all Judah, wrought that 
which was good, and right, and True x 
before the Lord his God, as he lived 


ſhakah, whom the King of Afyria%g 
ſent, who pretended the Lord ſaid 1 
to him, Go up againſt this Land and de- 
ſtroy it. He talked of making them 

eat their own Dung, and drink their 
own Piſs, ſaying alſo in his proud and 
boaſting Way (which they who fear 

not God are too inclinable to) Hath 1 
any of the Gods of the Nations delivered 

at all his Land out of the King of 4 
ſyria's Hand. But the People of Fe- pj 


| ruſalem who Feared. the Lord, held 81 


their Peace, and anſwer'd him not A 
a Word, for the Kings Command- 
ment was, Anſwer him not a Word.. 
And the King Rent his Cloaths, and 
cover'd himſelf with Sackcloth, and F, 
went into the Houſe of the Lord, and xp 
ſent to the Prophet Iſaiab, the Son of he 
Amos, to let him know, This wan 
4 Day of Trouble, and of Rebuke, and 
Blaſphemy ; 3 
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e ¶Rlaſphemy, and it may be the Lord thy 
h e will hear the Words of Rabſhekah. 
And for this Cauſe the King and the 

% Prophet prayed and cryed to Heaven. 

4 And he ſentan Angel that cut off 
at all the mighty Men of Valour, and 
ie the Leaders, and the Captains in the 
d Camp of the King of Afria ; ſo he 
b- returned with ſhame of Face to his 
„own Land. And when he was come 
id jato the Houſe of his God, they who 
le- kene forth of his own Bowels, ſlew 
MYZhim there with the Sword. 

ir Thus thoſe, who Feared not God, 
nd but were Proud and Exalted, were de- 
roy'd. Andthoſe who fear'd & pray'd 
unto the Lord, were ſaved and deliver'd 
'e4 from the Hand of all their Enemies, 
and he guided them on every ſide: So 
fe- that Hezekiah was magnified in the 
eld Sight of all Nations from thenceforth. 
10t And when Hezekiah was ſick unto 
d- Death, and prayed to the Lord, he 
rd. gave him a Sign. And the Lord 
nd Tat his Prophet to him, who ſaid, 
nd Mus ſaith the Lord, thou ſhalt die and » N ug: 
nd met live. And this King hereupon 29 
ot had recourſe to the Lord, and ſaid, 
Pai ¶ beſeech thee, O Lord, remember how 1 
and eve walked before thee, in Truth, and 
Jy ; 1 E wrt is 
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with a per ſect Heart, and have done that 
which was good in thy Sight, The Lord} 
who knew his Sincerity, heard his 
Prayer, and ſent his Prophet to let 
him know that he had heard his Prayer, 
and would heal him, and he did ſo. | 
But Fezekiah rendred not again, 
according to the Benefit done unto! 
him, for his Heart was lifted vp; and 
therefore there was Wrath upon him, 
and upon Fudah and Jeruſalem. þ 

Oh that the Lord's great Benefits 
may not be forgotten by any, nor 
the Hearts of any be lifeed up, with 


what the Lord is pleaſed to beſtowj 


leaſt of his Mercies) and thereby 
cauſe the Lord's Wrath to come upon 
them, and to loſe his Favour, that is, 
Eternal, by ſetting their Hearts upon 
that which is but Temporal; not with -: 
ſtanding it ſo happened to this King, 
for want of keeping in God's Fear ;| 
yet when he humbled himſelf for the t 
Pride of his Heart, and the Inhabitants ( 
of Jeruſalem did the ſame, theWrath off ; 
: 


| 
| 
| 
: 
upon them (who are unworthy of the, 
| 
| 
C 
c 
7 
| 


God came not upon them in his Days, 
and when he was Humble, and livec 


2 Chron, in the Fear of the Lord, the Lord 


33; 


gave him exceeding much Riches and 
Honour, 


(999 


Honour; and he made himſelf Trea- 
di ſuries for his Silver, Gold, precious 
is Stones, Spices, and for Shields, and 
2t all manner of pleaſant Jewels. 

Z Howbeit in the Buſineſs of the Em- 
# baſladors of the Princes of Babylon 
1,3 God left Hezekiah to try him, and 
when the Lord ſent his Prophet to 
him, to enquire what they had ſeen, 
he plainly Anſwer'd, All the things 

that are in my Houſe, there is nothing 
ts among my Treaſuries that I have not 
or ſhewed them. And when the Prophet 
thi delivered the Word of the Lord unto 
WE hin, that all ſhould be carried into 
he Babylon, the King was not angry with 
by the Prophet, nor diſpleaſed with his 
on Meſſage, but ſaid, Good is the Word 
t is of the Lord which thou haſt ſpoken : Ad- 
don ding, to ſhew his Reſignation, is it 
th · N not good, if Peace and Tzuth be in my 
ng, Days 


454. 

| And ſo Hezekiah ſlept with his Fa- 
thers, and they Buried him in the 
Chief of the Sepulchres of the Sons of 
David, and all Fudah, and the Inha- 
bitants of Jeruſalem, did him Honour 
at his Death. 


E 2 CHAP. 
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HAT. 
Concerning MAN ASss EH. 


[ A ND Manaſſth, Son of Hezekial 
Reigned 1a his ſtead. 

But Manaſſeh did that which was 
Evil in the Sight of the Lord, and 
had no regard to his Fear; but wor- 
ſhipped all the Hoſt of Heaven, and 
ſerved them, and not the Lord; but 
built Altars in his Houſe, and in the 
Courts thereof to the Hoſt of Heaven, 
and made his Sons paſs thro' the Fire, 
uſed Inchant ments, and dealt with Fami- 
liar Spirits, and Wizzards, he wrought 
much Wickedneſs, and provoked the 
Lord to Anger ; for he did wickedly 
above all the Amorites: He ſhed alſo 
Innocent Blood very much. And al- 
though the Lord ſpoke to him, and 
to his People, they would not hear ; 
for he did not fear the Lord : Where- 
fore the Lord brought on him, and on 
the People, the Captains of the Hoſt of the 
King of Aſſyria, who took him, bound him 
with Fetters, and carried him to Babylon. 

By which wemay obſerve the dit- 

| ference 
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terence between them who fear, and 
thoſe who fear not the Lord. Jeho- 
ſaphat feared and prayed unto God, 
and was delivered from the King of 
Aſſyria. Manaſſeh neither feared nor 
prayed unto God, and he was taken, 
bound, and carried unto Babylon ; 
none of the Hoſt of Heaven, which 
he Worſhipped, could preſerve him. 

| But when he was in Affliction, and 
beſought the Lord; then as he had 2 chron- 
Sinned greatly, ſo he Humbled himſelf 33 
greatly before the God of his Fathers, 
and prayed unto Him, the Lord was 
intreated of him, and heard his Sup- 
plication ; when he was humble, and 
feared the Lord, he brought him a- 
gain to Feruſalem. And Manaſſeh 
came to know the Lord was God: 
And he took away the ſtrange Gods, 
And the Idols, and all the Altars he 
had built in the Houſe of the Lord, 
and in Jeruſalem, and caſt them out 
of the City, and commanded Judah 
to ſerve the Lord God of 1/rael. 

So Manaſſeh ſlept with his Fathers, 
and was Buried in his own Houſe. 

Oh that all might fear the Lord, 
and not Sin againſt him, that they may 
die in Peace, and be happy for ever. 
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CHAP. XX. 


Concerning AM ON. 


ND Ammon that Reigned in 
his ſtead, Frared not God, but 
did Evil in his ſight, and Humbled 
not himſelf, but Treſpaſſed more and 


more. So his Servants Conſpired a- 


gainſt him, and he was Slain; by 


which it appears his Time was ſhort, 


being Wicked, and Joſiah his Son 
Reigned in his ſtead. 


— — 


CHAP. XXI. 


Concerning IOS IAA. 


W 


; 18 A H was a Young King, but 


Eight Years Old when he began 
to Reign; but did that which was 
right in the ſight of the Lord, and 
walked in the ways of David his Fa- 
ther, and declined neither to the 
right Hand, nor to the left; and 
while be was yet Young, he be- 

| gan 
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gan to ſeek the Lord, and loved and 
lived in his Fear, tho' his Father 
did aot; and made a Covenant before 
the Lord, to walk after the Lord, and 
to keep his Commandments, and his Te- 
ſtimonies, and his Statutes, with all his 
Heart, and with all his Soul. | 

An Excellent Enſample for all 
Kings, Youths, and Young Perſons 
to follow ; for all his Days, the Peo- 
ple departed not from following the 
Lord, the God of their Fathers. But 
not hearkening to the words of Necho 
King of Apt, from the Mouth of 
God, he diſguized himſelf, and went 
to Fight with him, and the Archers 
Shot at him; and tho' diſguized, he 
was fore wounded, and was had to 
Jeruſalem, and Died, and was Buried 
in the Sepulchre of his Fathers, and 
Judah and Jeruſalem Mourned for 
him, and Jeremiah the Prophet La- 
mented: for Joſiah. 4 8 

As to his Sons who Reigned after 


him, one after another, their Reigns 


were ſhort, they did Evil in the fight 
of the Lord, and the Prieſts and the 
People lalſo, they tranſgreſſed very 
much, and yet the Lord ſent them 
his Meſſengers, riſing vp betimes, be- 

E 4 cauſe: 
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cauſe he had Compaſſion on them, 
and on his dwelling place. 


2Chron, But they Mocked the Meſſengers of | 


God, and deſpiſed his Word, and 


miſ-uſed his Prophets, being depart- / 
ed from the fear of God, the wrath | 


of the Lord aroſe againſt them, til 
there was no Remedy. So their 
Young Men, Maidens, and Old Men, 
the Lord had not Compaſſion of, they 
were Slain, and thoſe that eſcaped, 
were carried Captive to Babylon; and 
the Treaſures of the Houſe of the 
Lord, and of their Princes, and the 
Houſe of God were Burnt, and all the 
goodly Veſlels deſtroyed, and Seventy 
Years Captivity followed. - 

And thus it happened to thoſe 
who feared not the Lord, but mocked 
his Meſſengers, deſpiſed his W ord, 
and miſ- uſed his Prophets. By which 
it's evident, that Deſtruction and 
Miſery will be the Portion of all thoſe 
who fear not the Lord, and deſpiſe 
his Meſſengers. 

Now after the Seventy Years Cap- 
tivity, which came upon the Chil- 
dren of Jſrael, for their departing 
from the fear of the Lord, deſpiſing 
his Words, and miſ-uſing his Pro- 

| phets, 
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1, F phets, that the word of the Lord, 

ſpoken by Feremiah, might be ful- 
}f 7 filled; who ſaid, Thus ſaith the Lord, Jer. 32» 
d behold I will bring again the Captivity of 18. 
t- Jacob's Tents, and have mercy upon his 
h Admelling places, and the City ſhall be 
1 7 built upon her own heap, and the Palace 
r ſhall remain after the manner thereof; 
and thoſe that engaged their Hearts 
to approach unto the Lord, and that 
feared him, he ſaid they ſhould be 
his People, and he would be their 
God. 

Thus the Lord, who can do what- 
ſoever he pleaſeth, ſtirred up the 
Spirit of Orus King of Perſia, to ac- 
knowledge that the Lord God of 
Heaven had. given him all the King- 
doms of the Earth; and he put forth 
a Proclamation throughout all his 
Kingdom, in Writing, ſaying, Who :zr.:.* 
is there among you of his People (mean- 
ing the Jews) his God be with him, 
and let. him go to. Jeruſalem, which is 
in Fudab, and Build the Houſe of the 
Lord God of Iſrael (for he acknow- 
ledged) that he is the God that is in 
Jeruſalem. 

Then roſe up the Chief of the Fa- 
thers of Judah, and Benjamin, with 

23 all 
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all thoſe whoſe Spirit God had raiſed 
up,to go up to Build the Houle of the 
Lord, which is in Feruſalem. And 
theſe Men who were thus inclined, 
and feared the Lord, were ſtrength- 
ened by all them that were about 
them, with Silver, Gold, and Pre- 
cious things: See the 1ſt of Ezra. 
Which things were all ſent by Sheſh- 
bazzar, with them of the Captivity, 
from Babylon, which were of a great 
Value; and the whole of the People 
were 42360, beſides Servants, and 
their Maids; of whom there was 
7337. 

And when they came to Feruſa- 
lem, as they feared God, they Of- 
fered unto the Lord, Morning, and 
Evening, and ſoon began to Build 
the Houſe and Temple of the Lord: 
And when the Foundation was laid, 
the Ancient Men that had ſeen the 
firſt Houſe, wept with a loud Voice, 
and many others ſhouted for Joy; 
and the People could not diſcern the 
one from the other, | 

But when their Adverſaries heard 
of their Building, they would have 
Built with them; and pretended they 
fought to ſerve their God, . 
But 
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But it's Evident, notwithſtanding 
what they ſaid and pretended, they 
did not really ſeek God, nor fear 
him, as their Works and Fruits de- 
clared; for when thoſe that truly 
Feared the Lord, and were Com- 
manded; to Build his Houſe, would 
not admit or ſuffer theſe Men, 
notwithſtanding their pretenſions to 
joyn with them in this Work, as not 
being qualified. Then they, as is 


uſual with thoſe that talk of the fear. 


of God, and do not live therein, 
weakened the Hands of the Peo- 


ple of Judah, that feared the Lord, 
and were Zealous to Build ; thus. 


thoſe People troubled them, and hi- 


red Councellors againſt them, to 
fruſtrate their Purpoſe, and effected 


the ſame for a time, by turning In- 


formers againſt them to King Artax- 


erxes; ſaying, they were Building the 


Rebellious City ; and telling the King 


if it was Built, they would not Pay 


Toll, Tribnte nor Cuſtom, and that 


it would damage his Revenue. Yet 
theſe Wicked Inkozmers, that pre- 


tended they ſought the Lord, as the 
Children of J1frael did; and would, 
if they could, have. been Admitted, 

O 
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to Build with them, without any re- 
gard to the King's Revenue. For it's 


common with thoſe that fear not 


Haggai 


God, co pretend Zeal for him, and 
Regard to the King; when they nei- 
ther Fear God, nor Honour the 
King. : 
Notwithſtanding, by the Lord's 
permiſſion, theſe wicked Jnfowners 
ſo far prevailed for a time, that they 
procured a Command from the King, 
to cauſe thoſe that feared the Lord, 
to ceaſe Building, till another Com- 


mandment ſhould be given. 


Now when theſe Informers had got 
this Order,they and their Companions 
Went up in haſte to Jeruſalem, and 
made them ceaſe by Fozce, and 
Power, not by Law, and Reaſon, 
for they had little regard thereunto. 
So it ceaſed, until the 2d Year of Da- 
rius King of Perſia. 

But upon the Prophecying of the 
Prophets of the Lord, Haggai, and 
Zechari ab, in the Name of the God 
of Iſrael; ſaying to all the People, 
Be ſtrong, jor I am with yeu, ſaith the 
Lord of Hoſts, my Spirit remaineth 
amongſt you, fear ye not, Then they 


| aroſe, and began to Build, Then 


Came 
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came again ſome of thoſe that feared Ezca 6. 
not the Lord, and buſily Enquired 
who had Commanded them to Build 
this Houſe ? and demanded, Informer 
like, their Names. And when this 
did not diſcourage them, they 
wrote to King Darius, and Inform'd 
him what was doing, and how they 
had enquired their Names, and who 
Commanded them to Build, that they 
might Inform the King of the Chief 
of them. And they Anſwered us, 
ſaying, We are the Servants of the 
God of Heaven, and Earth. And the 
King's Anſwer was, Let the Work of 
this Houſe of God alone, let the Gover- 
nors of the Jews, and the Elders of the 
Jews, Build this Houſe of God in his 
place. Moreover he made a Decree 
for the Elder's to Build, and that the 
King's Goods, and the Tribute-Mo- 
ney ſhould be given unto them, that 
they might not be hindred; and that 
what they wanted for Offerings, might 
be given them Day by Day, without 


fail. Moreover he made a Decree, that 


whoſoever ſhould alter this Word, 
let Timber be pulled down from his 
Houſe, and being ſet up, let him be 
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Hanged thereon, and let his Houſe be 
made a Dunghil for this. 
Thus a ſtop was put to the En- 
vious Informers, and to their Compa- 


nions,and no doubt it was a Terror to 


them that feared not God. And the 
Elders of the Fews, that feared the 
Lord, were Encouraged, and Built, 
and Proſper'd, and Finiſh'd it,accord- 
ing to the Commandment of the God 


of Iſrael, and Command of Cyrus, 


Darius, and Artaxerxes, which were 
ſent by Ezra, who had prepared his 


Heart to ſeek the Law of the Lord, 
and to do it, and to teach Iſrael his 
Statutes and Judgments. And this 


Artaxerxes,Stiled King of Kings,wrote 
unto Ezr4 the Prieſt, a Scribe of the 
Law of the God of Heaven, perfect 
Peace; ſaying, I make a Decree that 
all they of the People of Iſrael, that are 
minded of their own free will to go up 
to Jeruſalem, and to carry Silver and 
Gold, which the King's Councellors had 
freely offered unto the God of Iſrael; 
and all the Silver and Gold that they 


could find in all the Province of Baby- 


lon; with Order from Artaxerxes the 
King, for whatſoever more ſhould be 
| needful 
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needſul for the Houſe of God, to beſtow 
it out of the King's Treaſure- Houſe, 
And that whatſoever Ezra the Prieſt 
ſhould require, the King Decreed that 


all his Treaſurers beyond the River, 


ſhould give it ſpeedily, unto an Hun- 
dred Talents of Silver, to an Hun- 
dred Meaſures of Wheat, an Hun- 
dred Baths of Oyl, and Salt, without 
preſcribing how much; ſaying, For 
why ſhould there be wrath againſt the 
Realm of the King, and his Sons. 
Obſerve, when the Hearts of this 
People after their Captivity, were in- 
clinable to ſerve God, and his fear 
came upon them, how wonderfully 
did God work for them, and incline 
the Heart of the King; (by whoſe 
Commandment, upon the Informa- 
tion of Rehum the Chancellor, and 
Shimſhai the Scribe, he cauſed the 
Work to ceaſe, which he had ſo 
greatly Encouraged ;) which cauſed 


Ezra to ſay, Bleſſed be the Lord God Ezra & 


of our Fathers, which hath put ſuch a 
thing as this in the King's Heart, and 
bath extended Mercy unto me, before 
the King, and his Councellors, and be- 
fore all the King's Mighty Princes. And 
Exra had Power given him, after the 

| Wisdom 
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Wiſdom of his God, to ſet Magi- 
ſtrates and Judges to Judge all. the 
People that were beyond the River. 
And Artaxerxe's Decreed, that who- 
ſoever would not do the Law of God, 
and of the King, that Judgment 
ſhould be ſpeedily Executed upon him, 
whether it was unto Death, or to 
Baniſhment, or to Confiſcation of his 
Goods, or to Impriſonment. 

When Ezra was thus Favoured, 
and Impowered, he being a Man that 


feared the Lord, and had regard to 


him, and depended on him, when he 
had gathered the People, ſoon Pro- 
claimed a Faſt, and ſought the Lord, 
to be directed in the right way, for all 
their little ones, and for all their Sub- 
ſtance; for as he Feared and Truſted 
in the Lord, he was aſhamed to Re- 
quire of the King a Band of Soldiers, 
and Horſemen to help them againſt the 
Enemy in the way; becauſe (ſaith he) 
we had ſpoken unto the King, ſaying, 
the Hand of our God is upon all them for 


good, that ſeek him; but his Power and 


bis Wrath is againſt all them that for- 


ſake him. 


And as this Good Man Feared and 
truſted in the Lord, he law . 
| that 
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that it did not become him, nor the 
People that fear'd God, to be io un- 
wiſe, and diffident or diſtruſtful of 
the Lord's Power and Preſervation 
as to ask the King for the Aſliſt- 
ance of the Arm of Fleſh, tho' under 
a Diſpenſation, in which Wars and 
Fightings were allowed and Practiſed, 
and outward Force made uſe of ; and 
this was ſo pleaſing unto the Lord, 
that he delivered them from the 
Hand of the Enemy, and of ſuch 
that lay in wait by the way. 

By which it appears, theſe People, 
tho? they feared and ſought the Lord, 
they had Enemies, and thoſe that lay 
in wait for them, yet the Lord pre- 


ſerved them, their little ones, and their 


great Treaſure, and delivered them, 
and they got fafe to Feruſalem, and 
offered unto the God of Hael, and 
were furthered by the King's Com- 
miſſioners, and Lieutenants. 
But when they were at Jeruſalem, 
Ezra was acquainted with that which 
greatly grieved and aſtoniſhed him: 
and it was, that there were of the 
People of Iſrael, and of the Prieſts, 
that had made Mixt Marriages (and 


the People that were termed)the Holy 
Seed 


Era 9. 
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Seed, had mingled themſelves with 
the People of thoſe Lands; and this 


was the Tranſgreſſion of thoſe that had 


been carried away. See Ezra 8. 35. 
Then Aſſembled unto Ezra every 
one that trembled at the word of the 
God of Iſrael; and he Prayed unto 
God, and Confeſled therein the great 
Treſpaſs the People had commit- 
ted, in breach of God's Command, 
and the Juſtice of God, in deli- 
vering them unto Captivity; and 
acknowledged the Grace and Favour 
of God, in leaving a little Remnant to 


eſcape, and giving them a Nail in 
his Holy Place, and enlightning their | 
Eyes, and giving them a little Revi- 


ving, anda Wall in Judah. 

And ſo Affecting and Prevalent 
was his Prayer, and alſo his Confeſ- 
ſion, that they had forſaken the Com- 
mandments of God, in giving their 
Daughters unto their Sons (i. e. the 
People of the Land) and their taking 
their Daughters unto their Sons, 
when they were not to ſeek their 
Peace nor their Wealth for ever ; tor 
they feared not God, nor did they 
profeſs the ſame way of Worſhip, 
and were unclean, and unfit to be 

joyned 
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joyned with. Oh! be Cantious, for 
let their Beauty or Wealth be never ſo 
creat, yet thoſe that truly fear God, 
ought not to joyn in Marriage with 
them that do not Worſhip God aright; 
which ought to be a Caution to all 
that fear theHoly God, and deſire his 
Favour and Bleſſing, that they Marry 
not for Beauty, nor Riches, nor to gra- 
tifie the luſt of their Fleſh, or Pride 
of Life, joyn in Alarriage with any 
that neither fear, nor Worſhip, nor 
Live in the fear of God, but remem- 
ber what King Lemuel ſaith in the Pro- 

hecy which his Mother had taught 
him; Favour is deceitful, and Beauty is 
vain, but a Woinaii that feareth the Lord, 
ſhe ſhall be praiſed; and ſuch only ought 
to be ſoughs unto, by thoſe that are 
the Lord's People ; bur if the fear of 
God be departed from, or not mind- 
ed, then may Perſons now do, as 
thoſe that departed from his fear, 
and broke his Command, did in thoſe 
days; and be Puniſhed, and Aſfflicted, 
Captivated and in Bondage as they 
were, and ſo have need to Confeſs 
and Weep, and to be humbled be- 
fore the Lord, as they had. 


To 


the Truth. But if any that fear 
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To prevent which, all ought al- 


ways to live in the fear of God. 

But as I ſaid before, ſo fervent and 
prevalent was Exra's Prayers that 
the very great Congregation of Men, 
Women and Children that were pre- 
ſeat, wept very ſore, Confeſſed their 
Treſpaſs, made a Covenant with 
God, put away all their Wives, 


and ſuch as were Born of them, ac- 


cording to his Counſel and theirs, 
that trembled at the Commandment 
of God, ſaying, Let it be done ac- 
cordingly ; and all ael Swore they 
would, and did accordingly. 


Now tho? the Law and Command, 


that theſe People had broken, and 
thereby kindled the Anger of God 
againſt them, is not now in force, 
nor ever was upon the Gentiles, for 
it was not given unto them, but to 
the Jews. 

Yet there ought to be a great Care 
upoa all now, that fear God, and 
profeſs his Name, not to kindle the 


Anger of God againſt them, by ta- 


king Wives or Husbands that do not 
fear God, nor Worſhip him (as Chriſt 
ſaith all muſt) in the Spirit, and in 


and 
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and ſerve God in his way, ſhould go 


ſo far out of their way, as to Marry 
one that doth not fear and ſerve God 
as the ought, and thereby diſpleaſe 
him, they hurt themſelves, by being 
unequally Yoaked, and come in dan- 
ger to have their Hearts wholly 
drawn from the Lord, and from his 
W orſhip and Service; they ought to be 
ſorry for it, Confeſs their Fault, and 
truly to Repent thereof, and of the Evil 
Example they have given, but not 
to put away their Wives and Chil- 
dren, but to live with them; for 
Chriſt allows no putting away, ſave 
for the Cauſe of Fornication; and if 
any are put away for that Cauſe, not 
to Marry again; for if they do, 
whilſt the other Lives, they wilt 
Commit Adultery. 

The only way therefore for all to 
be preſerved out of theſe, and all other 
Evils, and the Snares of Death, is 
always to Live in the Fear of God, 
which is ſo Excellent a Preſervative, 
and ſo greatly beneficial for the good 
of Man in this World, and in that 
which 1s to come, that it cannot be 
too much Commended, nor too often 
Recommended, nor too much mimte 

or 
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for ſuch Children that Live therein, 
1 are not only Dutitul to their Parents, 

| but are a great Comfort; and ſuch | 
4 Servants that live therein, will be 

11 juſt and diligent in their Places; 

\ and ſuch Parents, and Maſters and Mi- 
ſtreſſes that live therein, will be ten- 
der, juſt and wiſe, and not provoke or 
miſuſe either their Children, or Servants ; 
and ſuch People and Governours that 
Live and Rule in the feav of the 
Lord, will be Juſt, Peaceable, and 
not Oppreſs; and as all of every de- | 
gree, live therein, and they'l] there- | 
by, keep peace with God in their! 
F own Hearts, they'll do hurt to none, 

1 and ſo will be bleſſed of God. 


— 
— — — — 
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| C HA P. XXII. 


| Concerning NEHEMIAH- 


Nel. 1 


E was a Man that Frared God, 
and tho? a Cup- bearer to King | 
Artaxerxes, Whole Palace was in 
Shuſhan, when he heard of the great 
Affliction and Reproach of his Bre- 
thren, the Remaant that were _ 
0 


( 119 ) 


of the Captivity, &c. He Prayed un- 
to the Lord God of Heaven, the 
great and terrible God; and in his 
Prayer ſaid, I beſeech thee let now thine 
Ear be attentive to the Prayer of thy 
Servant, and to the Prayer of thy Ser- 
vants, who deſire to fear thy Name ; 
and the Lord heard his Prayer, and 
he obtained Leave from the King to 
go to Jeruſalem, and a Letter to the 
Keeper of the King's Foreſt, for 
Timber; and he ſpake to the Prieſts, 
to the Nobles,and to the Rulers; Come 
let us build up the Wall of Jeruſalem, 
that we be no more a Reproach, but 
they were laughed to ſcorn; yet as 
he Feared God, he was not diſcoura- 


ged, knowing the God of Heaven 


would proſper them that Feared him; 
and therefore he told the Deſpiſers, 
they had no Right nor Memorial in 
Jeruſalem. And he, and thoſe that 
Feared God, proceeded, and Built. 


' But when Sanballat hear'd that they 


Builded the Wall, he was wroth, and 


* mocked the Jews, and Tobiab the Am- 


monite ſaid, if a Fox go up, he will even 
break down the Stone-wall. And when 
Sanballat, Tobiah, the Arabians, and the 


| Ammonites & the Aſhdodites that fear'd 


not 


(10% 
not God, heard the Walls were Built, 
they all Conſpired together to Fight 
againſt Jeruſalem. But as the Builders 
feared God, ſo they made their Pray- 
ers unto him, and were heard, and Bleſt. 

And Nehemiah ſaid to his Brethren 


the Nobles, the Rulers, and the 


reſt of the People, Be not afraid of 


them, but remember the Lord, the 


great and terrible God. And as theſe 
poor People kept in the fear of God, 


and Truſted in him, he brought their 
Adverſaries Counſel to naught. 


Yet there were ſome Rich Men a- 
mong the Jews, even of the Rulers, þ 
and Nobles, that exacted Uſury, every | 


one of his Brother ; an Evil Practice. 


Then ſaid Nehemiah, It is not good 
that ye do, ought you not to walk 
in the fear of God, becauſe of the 
Reproach of the Heathen our Ene- 
mies, and he prayed them to leave off 
that Uſury, and to make Reſtitution; * 


and they ſaid, we will Reſtore; and 


the People did according to their 
Promiſe. , 

And tho' ſome of the Rulers and 
Nobles were fallen into this Cove- 
touſneſs, for want of keeping in the 
feav of God, that excellent Preſer- 
vative 
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' Evil under the Sun, Namely, Riches Eccleſ. s. 
gotten or kept ſor the Owners thereof to st. 
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vative againſt all Evil. And IWVehe- 
miah who lived therein, was preſer- 
ved out of Covetous Practices, and 
liberally Entertained at his Table one 
Hundred and fifty of the Jews and 
Rulers, beſides thoſe that came unto 
him from amongſt the Heathen 
round about; and he required not 
the Bread of the Governour ; that is, 


the Income allowed him, becauſe the 


Bondage was hcavy upon the People. 
A Noble Example to all Governours, 
eſpecially when the like Excellent 
Reaſon can be Aſligned for it: Be- 
cauſe the Bondage was heavy upon 
the People, If all Governours and 


Officers, who can Miintain them- 
>» ſelves, when the ſame Reaſon may be 
for it, viz, Bondage on the People, 


would follow this Example, it would 
be well; but if they live not in the 
Fear of God, they-are not like to fol- 
low this Example; but will be Cove 
tous, and oppreſs, and get Riches to 
themſelves, which we have ſccn, as 
the Preacher did of old, to be a fore 


their hurt. But theſe Riches periſn by 
evil travel : he brgetteth a Sn, and 
* hee 


Eecleſ. 
8, 9s 


Ver. 12. 


— 
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there is nothing in his hand. For often 
that which is got out of the Fear of 
God, is ſpent out of the Fear of God; 
and there is a time wherein one Man 
Ruleth over another to his own hurt; but 
thoſe that Rule in the fear of the 
Lord, do not ſo. But it hath been, 


and is ſeen, that many Sinful Rulers 


and many Peoples days have been pro- 
longed; yet certain it is as Solomon 
ſaid, Though a Sinner do evil an hun- 
dred times, and his days be prolonged, 
yet ſurely I know it ſhall be well with 
them that fear God, which fear before 
him. But it ſhall not be well with the 
wicked, neither ſball he prolong his days, 
which are as a ſhadow, becauſe he feat- - 
eth not before God. And ſuch cannot 

with that boldneſs, when under Ex- 


erciſe or Trouble, ſay unto the Lord, 


think upon me for good, according 
to all that I have done for this Peo- | 
ple, as this good Man, and Gover- 
nour who Feared God did. | 
And as he lived therein, Sanballat, 
Tobiah, Geſhem, and the reſt of his 
Enemies, who thought to do him 
miſchief, were diſappointed, not- 
withſtanding their Endeavours, and | 
Threats, and wrong 1 — 
an 


( 323 ) 
en and Plots againſt him, and falſe Pro- 
of W phecies or Meſſages which he was ſen- 
a; Þ ſible were not ſent of God; and there- 
lan fore he Prayed, and faid, O God ! 
ur # Strengthen my Hands; and "the Lord 
he did ſo, notwithſtanding there were 
n, many in Judah Sworn unto Tobiah, 
rs that endeavoured to put Nehemiah in 
fear, yet he finiſhed the Work, and 
02 | gave Charge to his Brother Henani, | 
for he was a Faithful Man, and feared 
fd, God above many. And indeed there 
tn | are no Faithful Men, but thoſe who 
Te | Fear God. 
the * And Nehemiah that kept ſo Noble a Nh. 1 
Ys, j Table, was both Liberal, and Ge- 
- nerous, and gave largely uato the 
or Work he was ſo Zealoully Concerned 
* in: He gave a thouſand Drachma's 
d, of Gold, and fifty Baſons; five hun- 
Ns dred and thirty Prieſt's Garments ; 
O- and all the People gathered them- 
r ſelves together as one Man, and Ezra 
the Scribe bleſſed the Lord, the great 
tt, God, and all the People bowed their 
is Heads, and Worſhipped the Lord, 


m with their Faces to the ground, 
k- and the joy of the Lord was their 
id ſtrength. 

15 F 2 And 


Neh. 9. 
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And a few days after the Children © 
of 1/-ael were Aſſembled with Faſting, Þ 
and they ſeparated themſelves from | 
all Strangers, and Confeſſed their | 
Sins, and the Iniquities of their Fa- 
thers. See the gth Chapter at large, | 
it's worth Reading ; and at the cloſe | 


thereof, it's ſaid, We make a ſure Þ 


Covenant, and write it, and our Princes 
Levites and Prieſts Seal unto it. 4 
And all the People having Know- | 
ledze and Underſtanding, entred into | 
an Oath to walk in God's Law, and 
to obſerve and do all his Command- 
ments; and that they would not give 
their Daughters to the People of 
the Land, nor take their Daughters, 
for their Sons. b 
This I mention, to ſnew when Peo- 
ple have a true Regard to the feat * 
of God, and live therein, how Care- 
ful they are of their Offspring, and 
acting contrary to God's Command, 
in ſuffering their Children to joyn in 
Marriage with theGentiles, or with ſuch | 
as live not in the Fear of the Lord; 
being ſenſible that it's the bleſſing of 
God, which renders ſuch a State Com- | 
fortable; and they that are / joyned, 
do enjoy God's Favour, and AIG 74 
im; 
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him; and that is only known, and 
e. bartaken of, by living in the fear 
185 , God. 


* And when there is an acting con- 

da. trary, and out of the Fear of God by 

8 any who know it, very bad Conſe- 

5. | quences, great Loſs, Croſs, and Diſ- 

rs appointments often happen, and no 

ces ! true Comfort enjoyed by ſuch: For Rebe. 13 
” we find, when Nebemiah returned un- a 

1. 0 Jeruſalem, he ſaw that which great- 


ly grieved him, viz. that Fews had 
Married Wives of Aj49d, of Ammon, 
and of Moab: And their Children 
» ſpake half in the Speech of Aſhdod, 
and could not ſpeak in the Fews Lan- 
guage; but according to the Langu- 
age of each People. 

And he made them engage, that 
they ſhould not give their Daughters 
to their Sons, or take their Daugh- 
ters for their Sons, or for them- 
ſelves. And he finding that one of 
the Sons of Foiada, the Son of Elia- 
ſhib the High Prieſt, Son- in- law unto 
Sanballat the Horomite,and Eliaſhib,who 
was related to Tobiah, notwithſtand- 
ing their Office, broke the Command 
of God, and joined in Marriage with 
the Enemies of his People, aud Trou- 

F 3 blers 
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blers of Iſrael: Then did zealous Ne- 
he miah caſt out the Houſhold Stuff of 
Tebiah, out of the Chamber that was 


in the Court of the Houſe of the 


Lord, which Eliaſhib had prepared 


for Tobiah, and he chaſed Foiada from 
him, becauſe they had defiled the 
Prieſthood, and the Covenant of the 


Prieſthood, and the Levites. 

This was the Zeal of Nehemiah ; 
and no doubt but the Lord heard and 
anſwer'd his Prayer, who thus feared 
God, and was Zealous for the Law, for 
the Houſe of God, and for Feruſalem, 
and God did remember him for Good. 


nnn — 
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C HA P. III. 


Concerning Jo B. 


= 


. 3 Character that the Lord ; 


gave of this Man, was, That 


there was none like him ia the Earth, | 


a Perfect and an Upright Man, one 


that feared God, and eſchewed Evil. 


This Man, ſpeaking of the fear of 
the Lord, ſaid, Behold, the Fear of the 


Lord that is Wiſdom, and to depart from 
Evil 
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Ne- Evil that is Underſtanding. And in- 
'of dieed, he living in this Fear, was ſo 
vas , endowed with both, that when it 
the Þ pleaſed the Lord, who had given 
red him great Riches and Plenty; ſo that 
om © he was the greateſt of all the Men in 
the the Eaſt: And had alſo Sons and job. 
the Daughters, for whom his Care was 
great; for when they had been Feaſt- 
h; ing, he ſent to Sanctifie them, and 
nd roſe up early in the Morning, and 
red offer'd Burnt- Offerings according to 
for the Number of them all, ſaying, I 
m, may be that my Sons have Sinned, and 
od. Curſed God in their Hearts. Vet when 
the Lord ſuffer'd this Man to be be- 
reaved of all his Children and Sub- 
ſtance, he was ſo Wiſe and Under- 
ſtanding, by living in the Fear of God, 
(an evident Token of Wiſdom) that 
þ he conſider'd it was the Lord who 
gave him Sons, Daughters, and 


rd great Subſtance, and that he was the 
at © Sovereign Lord of the whole Earth, 
h, & and that it was right for him to do 
ne ©} whatſoever he pleaſed with his own, 
il. and that none ovght to ſay unto Him, 
of What doſt thou: Or to repine, mur- 
he mur, or be diſcontented at what He 
m ſuffers to come upon them. 


it F 4 And 


. 

And therefore heing ſo Wiſe and | 
Underſtanding, by living in the fear 
of the Lord, he ſaid, upon receiving 
the Tidings of the Loſs of his Chil- 


dren and Subſtance, Naked came I out * 
' of my Mother, Womb, and naked ſhall © 


I return thither. The Lord gave, and | 
the Lord bath taken away, bleſſed be the | 
Name of the Lord, In all this Fob ſin- 
ned not, nor charged God fooliſhly. | 
Oh how Excellent is the Fear of | 
God, and that Wiſdom which comes 
thereby, and the Underſtanding that, 
by living therein, and departing from 
Iniquity, is obtained. | 
Oh that all were but rightly ſen- 

fible, that it is both the Duty of 
Young and Old, of every Rank and 
Degree, to live in the Fear of the 
Lord, the great God ; becauſe there- 
by they wilt be kept Humble, and 
thankful in Proſperity, and have Wiſ⸗ 
dom and Underſtanding how to Or- 
der their Affairs with Diſcretion, and 
all other things to God's Honour, cheir 
own Comfort, and the Good of their 
Fellow Creatures; ſo as not to abuſe, 
or miſuſe any of them, nor ſpend 
them upon their evil Luſts, as too ma- 
ny do, to their own Hurt, and great 
Shame, 
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Shame, the more is the pity, that a- 
ny ſhould be ſo void of Wiſdom, Con- 
fideration and Underſtanding, for 
want of their Fearing the Lord, which 
would preſerve them out of ſuch 
things, make them more Wiſe, Con- 
ſiderate and Underſtanding,and would 
teach them to live in, and to love what 
is Good, and not to follow thoſe things 
that brings Ruin, Miſery, and Deſtru. &s 
ction upon them, and many times up- | 
on their Families, and Eternal Dam» 
nation upon their Souls, 

But this good Man Feb, who feared 
the Lord in his Proſperity, keeping 
in it in his Exerciſes and A fflictions, 
was preſerved in Patience, and out 
of Murmuring, and could with Satiſ- 


with-held the Poor from their Deſire, or © 
have cauſed the Fyes of the Widow to 


alone, and the Fatherlejs have not eaten 
want of Clothing, or any Poor without 
my Hope, or have ſaid to the Fine Gold, 
jwyced at the Deſtruction of him that ha- 


| ed me, or lift up my ſelf when Evil found 
ro F 5 him. 


faction ſay to his Friends, 7 1 have Job 31. 


fail: Or have eaten my Morſel my ſelf ver. 17. ] 
thereof. If have ſeen any periſh for ver. 19. 


Thou art my Confidence. —— If re- ver. 29. 


Coverixg.— —— If have made Gold ver. 24. 
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him. And he adds, Neither have 1 


ber. 3% ſuffer d my Month to Sin, by wiſhing a 


Curſe to his Soul. 

Theſe Things, I ſay, with many 
other, this Man, who Feared God in 
his Proſperity, could remember with 
Comfort in his Adverſity ; but if Peo- 
ple, who fear not God in their 
Health and Proſperity, come, or are 
brought under Weakneſs, Affliction 
and Adverſity, then their Unmindful- 
neſs of the Poor, Fatherleſs and Wi- 
dows, their Covetous Practiſes, their 
Love of Gold, and their Valuing 
themſelves, becauſe they enjoy'd A- 
bundance of it, and Rejoycing at the 
Deſtruction of thoſe who teſtified a- 
gainſt them, or hated them, and wiſh- 
ing a Curſe to their Souls, and their 
miſ-ſpending their Time, their Op- 


preſſing the Poor, or being Vicious; 


with many other of their Evil Pra- 
ctiſes are oftentimes brought to their 
Remembrance : And they ſpeak of 
them then with Sorrow, and the Re- 
membrance of them is Bitter, and 
not Satisfactory: And they then are 
ready to diipond, and have little 
Strength to withſtand Temptations, 
which they meet with in their Adver- 

ſity, 
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ſity, becauſe they feared not God in 


their Proſperity. 
But Job, when tempted by the 
Wife of his Boſom to Curſe God, ſhe 


ſaying unto him, Doſt thou ſtill retain job 2.9 


thine Integrity? Curſe God and Die, he 19. 


anſwer'd, Thou ſpeakeſt as one of the 
Fooliſh Women ſpeaketh , what ſhall we 
receive Good at the Hand of God, and 
ſhall we not receive Evil ? In all this did 
not Fob Sin with his Lips. For he wiſe- 
ly conſider'd it is Man's Duty to ſub- 
mit to God, who is the Wiſe Diſpo- 


ſer of all Things, and Orderer of us, 


and of all his Creatures. 


And when his three Friends heard 


of all the Evil, Trouble, and Exerciſe 
that was come upon Fob, they came 
to mourn with him, and to comfort 
him, and they fate down with him 
upon the Ground Seven [Days and Se- 
ven Nights, and none of them ſpake 
a Word unto him. A long Silence. 
And Jeb after opened his Mouth, and 
ſaid, The thing which I greatly feared 
is come unto me.— I wis not in Safety, 
neither had J reſt, neither was I quiet, yet 
Trouble came. 

Naw we may obſerve from what is 
{11d before, what 7% greatly feared, 


and 
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and was not in Safety, neither had 
Reſt, was, becauſe his Children, in their 
Feaſting, and ſpending that Subſtance 
which God had bleſſed Fob with, which 
no doubt he knew he was to Honour 
God with, leaſt they ſhould Sin, 
and Curſe God in their Hearts, he 
continually ſent to ſanctifie them, and 
roſe early, and offer'd Burnt-Offer- 
ings according to the Number of all 
his Children, ſaying as before, It may 
be my Sons have Sinned, and curſed God 
in their Hearts; for this Good Man, 
who feared God and eſchewed Evil, 
was ſenſible no doubt how Buſie Sa- 
tan was, to draw young People (whoſe 
Parents enjoyed great Riches) in their 
Feaſting and Jollitry, (in eating, and 
drinking Wine) into Sin, and Forget- 
fulneſs of God, and to Curſe him in 
their Hearts: This was Job's Fear, 
and there is ground to conclude, they 
did offend God, becauſe it's ſaid, There 
came a great Wind from the Wilderneſs, 
and ſmote the Four Corners of the Houſe, 
and it fell upon the Toung Men, and they 
were Dead. See what happen'd unto 
the Feaſters, though the Children of 
lo good a Man: And as Fob greatly 
feared, when they were living, they 

ſhould 
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ad I ſhould in their Feaſting and drinking 
eir Wine, Sin againſt God. And after 
ce his Children came unto this End, and 
ch Þ his Friends came to mourn with him, 
ur and to Comfort him, and they had fate 
in, Seven Days and Seven Nights in Si- 
he lence, as beforeſaid, then he broke ir, 
nd | ſaying, The thing which I greatly feared 
r- is come upon me, and that which I was 
all afraid of, is come unto me. 

ay But Eliphaz his Friend was ready 
to charge him, or to ſuggeſt, as if he, 
n, Who had inſtructed many, and ſtreng- job 4. 
il, ¶ thened the weak Hands, whoſe Words had 
a- upholden him that was falling, and had 
ſe Þ ſtrengthen'd the feeble Knees, that his 
ir Feat was his Confidence, his Hope, and 
d the Uprightneſs of his Ways. And adds, 
t- For Wrath killeth the Fooliſh Man, and 


in Envy ſlayeth the Silly One. His Chil- 
A dren are far from Safety, and they are 
y cruſhed in the Gate, neither is there any 
e to deliver them. 1, ſaith he, will ſeek 
75 unto God, and unto God would 1 com- 
„ mit my Cauſe; as if Fob had not done 
y | fo. | 

. 6 This was one of Jobs miſerable 


f | Comforters, who did not ſpeak right 
y things of Jeb; though he ſet forth 
7 ſome of Job's Excellencies, he mi- 
F | ſtook 
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ſtook the Cauſe of his Fear, and re- 


preſents him Fooliſh and Silly, and] 


he ſuggeſts, as he miſapprehended 
him to be, was the Cauſe, that his 
Children were far from Safety, and 
were cruſhed in the Gate, or deſtroy. 
ed, and there was none to deliver 
them: And infinuates, that Fob did 
not ſeek to God, nor commit his Cauſe 
to him. 

Which was Elipbaz's great Miſtake, 
for Fob ſought the Lord, and was as 


the Lord ſaid of him (who beſt knew | 


him) a Perfe& and Upright Man who 
feared God, and eſchewed Evil; ſo 


that there was none like him in the 
Earth; and was not Fooliſh, but | 


Wiſe, and had a tender Regard for 
his Children, that they might not 
Sin in their Feaſting ; and he ſought 
unto the Lord. And when the many 
ſorrowful Tidings were brought, he 
ſubmiſſively and wiſely ſaid, conſider- 
ing that is was the Lord that had given 
him what he had: And therefore he 
ſaid as before, Naked came I out of 

Mothers Womb, and naked ſhall I re- 
turn thither (that is, to the Earth, the 
common Mother of all) the Lord giveth 
and the Lord taketh away, bleſſed be the 


Name 


— 
1 
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of your Subſtance, 
right words. But what doth your Argu- ver. 25, 


(135) 
Name of the Lord; in all this Fob ſin- 
ned not, neither was fooliſh, ſilly, nor 
unmindful to ſeek God, nor to ac- 
knowledge his Sovereignty. 
And when Eliphaz had done ſpeak- 
ing, Fob ſaid, To him that ts afflifted Job 6. 


„ 


pity ſhould be ſhown from his Friend, but 
he forſaketh the fear of the Almighty. 


Ay Brethren have dealt deceitfully, as a 


Brook, and as the ſtreams of Brooks they 
paſs away,—Did I, Replied Fob, ſay ver. 22. 
bring unto me, or give a Reward for me 
How forcible are 


ing Repreve.— Is their Iniquity in my ver. 30. 


| Tongue, cannot my Taſte diſcern per- 
| verſe things? 


Oh! how Wiſe and Senſible was 
this Man that Feared God, and how 
wonderfully was he preſerved, as he 
kept therein; and what Patience 
was he endued with, tho' his Friends 
were miſtaken in him, as to think he 
did not ſeek unto God betimes, and 
eſteemed him an Hy pocrite. 
For Bildad, when he Anſwered 
Job, ſaid, V thy Children have Sinned Job 8, 
againſt the Lord, and he hath caſt them * ** 7 
away for their Tranſgreſſion, if thou wilt 


ſeek unto God betimes, and make thy 
Supplication 


(136) 
Supplication to the Almighty, if thou 
| wert pure and upright, ſurely now hi 
would awake for thee, and make the Hu. 
i bitation of thy Righteouſneſs proſperous; 
[| though thy Beginning was ſmall, yet thy 


i latter end ſhould greatly increaſe. But 
K ſaith Bildad, the Hypocrites hope ſhall 


periſh. 


But if Fob had been an Hypocrite, 


q his Servant, or been Angry with 

q his Friends, becauſe they ſpake not the 

thing that was right of Job. Again, 
| 


| Doers. 


l 
1 Evil. 


r Fa 
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miſtaken concerning thoſe that Fear 
God, when Affliction is upon them. 
[| But Job, when he anſwer'd Bildad, 
| 7o\g, ſaid of God, Behold he taketh away, 


12. 


who will. ſay unto him what doſt thou ? 
Thus 


14 
4 the Lord would not have called him} 


Job 42.7 Bildad goes on, and faith to Job, 
8. Behold God will not caſt away a perfect 
Man, neither will he help the Evil 


g Thus Bildad would ſuggeſt that} 
| Job was not a perfet Man, tho'f 
| God ſaid he was, and would render] 
'1 Job an Evil-doer, though the Lord] 
| ſaid, he Feared God, and eſchewedÞ 


By this it may be obſerved, Wiſe 
Men (or thoſe eſteemed ſo) are often | 


bin, &\ Wh, 6, mmn—q 7 + T5 
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Thus Job ſpeaks in Fear, and Humi- 
lity; and further faith, IV be Wicked, yes. 10. 
wee unto me, and if I be Righteow, yet 13. 
will net I lift up my Head; I am full 
of Confuſion, therefore ſee thou mine 
8 Afliftion. | 
Then Zophar, one of Job's miſera- 
ble Comforters, with more Warmth, 
than Truth or Tenderneſs, Anſwered 
"ug Job, ſaying, Should thy Lyes make Men job ii, 
GO bold their peace, let not wickedneſs 33 
Ol dwell in thy Tabernacle. So that Zophar been he, 
ny ſeems to reader Fob a Lyar,and Wick- 
65 ed, but he Feared God, and was not 
eas ſuch an one as Zophar Repreſented him. 
vii And Job keeping therein, had Wiſ- 
dom, and thus Anſwered in Meck- 
at] neſs, ſaying, 1 am as one mocked of his Job 12: 
' Neighbour, who calleth upon God, and 
TF be Anſwereth him; the juſt and upright 
Man is laughed to ſcorn, but he knew 
4 what the hand of the Lord had wrought, 
and that therein was the Soul of every 
ef living thing, and the breath of all Man- 
lh kind—What ye know, the ſame do I job 13. 
| krow alſo, I am not Inferior to your © 
But ye are Forgers of Lyes, ye are all f 
» | Phyſicians of no Value. O that yon ver. 5, 
„would altogether hold your peace, and it 
" Þ ſhould be your Wiſdom—Will you ſpeak ver. 7: 
ö | wickedly 


lf +: 

0 vere 1. wic kedly for God, and talk dectitfuly foſper 

th him He ſhall be my Salvation, for ano 
| Hypecrite ſhall not come before him. can: 

| Thus Fob kept in the Fear of God 

l and held his Faith and Confidence inſſare 

if him, tho? he ſmartly reprehended his 11 


I. 15: Friends. But Eliphaz ſeems greatly": 
"8 moved, and Anſwered, ſaying, 75 bis 
| Mouth uttereth thine Iniquity, and thou 
chooſeſt the Tongue of the Crafty. 
Job 165. To Which, Job Replies; 7 have 
2 heard many ſuch things, miſerable Com- 
forters are ye all, ſhall vain words have 
an end? or what emboldeneth thee that 
thaw Anſwereſt? 1 alſo could ſpeak al} b 
ye do, if your Soul were in my Souls v 
ſtead; I could heap up words againſt you, Þ 

and ſhake mine head at you. But I 
would ſtrengthen you with my mouth, 
and the moving of my Lips ſhould aſ-| ' 
ſwage your grief. Te 
Mark, tho* Job's Face was foulk 

with Weeping, yet keeping in the 

Fear of God, he ſaid, it was not for 

any Injuſtice in his Hands, and that 

his Prayer was pure. And he added, 

My Witneſs is in Heaven, and my Re- 

cord is on High. And he truly ſaid, 

Job 17. the Righteous ſhall hold on his way, and 

bee that hath clean hands, ſhall be ftron- 


ger 
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 forfper and ſtronger. But as for you all, 
" aro you return, and come now, for 1 
annot find one wiſe Man among you. 

Then Bildad Anſwered, Wherefore 
are we counted as Beaſts, and reputed 
Wile in your fight. The Light of the 
Wicked ſhall be put out, and the ſpark of 
his fire ſhail not ſhine. 
„And ſo proceeds to tell what ſhall 
come on the Wicked, or on ſuch who 
de Fear not God; and Concludes, ſuch 
m-. is the dwelling of the Wicked, and 
ve this is the Place of them that know 
at not God. Hereby ſuggeſting Fob to 
aj} be of the Number of the Wicked, 
sf who knew not God, nor Frared 
, him. 
If But Fob Replied, How long will ye 
„ ver my Soul, and break me in pieces 
with words ?—Theſe ten times have ye 
Reproached me, you are not aſhamed that 
ip you make your ſelves ſtrange to me | 
et All my inward Friends abhorred me, Ver. 13. 
rand thoſe whom I loved, are turned a- 
th gainſt me—Te ſhould ſay why perſecute ver. 28. 
„we him, ſeeing the Root of the Matter is 
s found in him. 
» 
[ 


- 
— — — — > 


_ — 4 2 
— — 


— 


F —— {ns > Ps 
a — HH:: — 
— : — — 


ä — —— _ 


— . 


— a 
—— — 


= 28 BR OTE 3 — 


Then Zophar Anſwered, and ſaid, | 
I have heard the Check of my Reproach, Job 20. 
and the Spirit of my Under ſtanding 14 


cauſeth 
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Job 21. 
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cauſeth me to Anſwer , and he ſaid, th hen 
Triumphing of the Wicked is ſhort, and, 
the joy of the Hypocrite but for a Mo 7 
ment. 

Thus Job's Friends words were no— 
table, but unduly applied to him, 
for he was not Wicked, nor an Hy- 
pocrite, but a Man that feared God 
and eſchewed Evil, and was perfect 
and upright, as God himſelf decla- 
red; ſo they greatly miſſed the Mat- 
ter, and Fob knew it, and therefore 
Reply'd, ſaying—#Hear diligently y 
Speech, and let this be your Conſolations. I c,, 
Suffer me that I may ſpeak, and after fe: 
that I have ſpoken, mock on. As for 
me (faith poor afflicted Job) « my},;, 
Complaint to Man; and if it were ſo, 
why ſhould not my Spirit be troubled. 
And then Fob ſetting forth the State] g 
of the Wicked, he ſhewed how con-]; 
trary it was to him, they being out} 
of the Fear of God, ſpent their days| ., 
in Wealth, they take the Timbrel, Þ 
and Harp, and rejoyce at the ſound | 
of the Or:an ; but, ſaith he, the Coun- 
fel of the Wicked is far from me. Yet | 
Fob's Friends rendred him ſuch an 
one; which made him ſay, How 

then 


re 
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hen Comfort ye me in vain, ſeeing in Job 21, 


our Anſwers their remaineth falſehood, ** 
Then Eliphaz whom Fob before had 


Is not thy Wickedneſs great, and thine 
niquities Infinite, for thou haſt taken a 


Pledge from thy Brother for naught, and 


ripped the Naked of their Cloathing ; 
hon baſt not given Water to the weary 


to drink, and thou haſt with-holden Bread 
from the Hungry—Thou baſt ſent Wi- 


dows away empty, and the arms of the 


"YFFatherleſs have been broken. Therefore 


ap 


Snares are round avout thee, and ſuddain 
ſear troubleth thee. 

But Fob Replied, The Lord knoweth 0b 23. 
the way that I take, when he hath tryed 20. 
me, 1 ſhall come forth as Gold. 


Oh! the great Faith and Confi- 


dence this Man who Feared God, had 
'in him; how Excellent is it to live 
'in the Fear of God, for fuch as 
abide therein, in Proſperity and Ad- 
verſity, the Lord is with them, and 
endues them with Wiſdom, and Pa- 


tience, and encreaſes their Faith and 
Confidence in him, and preſer ves and 
delivers them out of all their Trou— 
bles, that do as Fob did; who de- 
clares, my feet held his ſteps, his 2 

that 


eproved, faith in Anſwer to Fob, ver, 22. 


( 142 ) 
that is, the way of the Lord, have 
J kept, and not declined, neither have 
gone back from the Commandment of hi 
Lips; I have eſteemed the words of hin 
mouth more than my neceſſary Food. 

This ſhews he was not of thoſe that 
Rebell againſt the Light, he knew the 
ways thereof, and abode in the Paths 
thereof; and ſaid, 1f ir be not ſo, who 
will make me a Dyar, and make my 
Speech nothing worth? for Fob knew 
he was clear of thoſe things that were 
fallly ſuggeſted againſt him by his 
Friends. 

And then Bildad Anſwered, ſaying, 
Flow can Man be juſtified with God? or 
how can he be Clean, that is Born of al 
Woman ? | 

By which, Bildad Inſinuates as it 
Fob was not Clean, but rather W ick- 
ed; and one, as he had ſaid before, 
that knew not God. | 

But Fob Replied, All the while my 
Breath is in me, and the Spirit of God 
is in my Noſtrils, my Lips (hall not 
ſpeak Wickedneſs, nor my Tongue utter 
Deceit ;, God forbid that I ſhould juſtifit 
you, "till I die I will not remove my In- 
regrity from me. And the Lord ſaid, 
unto Fob, Behold the fear of 1 
Lor 
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Lord, that is Wiſdom, and to depart 

frem Evil, is Underſtanding. And he 

adds, in contradigion unto what Eli- 

phaz. had ſaid, 1 delivered the Poor that 10% 29. 

Cried, and the Fatherleſs, and him that . 

at had none to help him: the Bleſſing of 

neſt him that was ready to periſh, came upon 

ne me, and I cauſed the Widows heart to 

% ſing for joy. I was a Father to the 

ny Poor, and the Cauſe which I knew not, 

wh 1 ſearched out; unto me Men gave ear, 

rel and waited and kept ſilent at my Coun- 

is} ſel.—But now they that are younger than, ,0, 
me, have me in deriſion— ] am their 

g Song, yea 1 am their by-word, they ab- 

or hor me, they flee from me, they ſpare 

al not to ſpit in my face. 
| Theſe were thoſe that feared not 

it God, nor regarded him that did; 

g. but evilly entreated him, when Af- 

ei fliction was upon him. Tho? Fob 


contrary wile, wept for him that was in 30. 25. 


yh trouble, and his Soul was grieved for the 
Poor. Thus was this Man Exerciſed 
„ that Feared God; and he ſaid, / 
„made a Covenant with mine Eyes, why 31. *. 
| then ſhould I rhink upon a Maid--Is not 
1- | Deſtruction to the Wicked, and a ſtrange 
„ Puniſhment to the Workers of Iniquity. 
| Doth not God (ſaid this Man that feared 
4 him) 


Wl ver. 25. 


ver. 19. 


Ver. 25. 
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kim) ſee my ways, and count all m 


way, and mine Heart walked after mint 
Eyes, and if any Blot hath cleaved to 
my Hands, then let me ſom, and ano- 
ther eat ;, yea let my Offspring be rooted 
out, if my Heart hath been deceived by 
a Woman ; or if 1 have laid wait at my 
Neighbours Door, then let my Wife 
grind unto another, and let others bow 
down upon her; for this is a heinous 
Crime, yea it is an Iniquity to be puniſh» 
ed 2 the Judges, for it is a Fire that 
conſu 

out all my encreaſe.— If 1 deſpiſed the 
Cauſe of my Man- Servant, or of my 
Maid-Servant, when they contended with 
me. with - held the Poor from their 
deſire, or have cauſed the Eye of the 
Widow to fail, or have eaten my Mor ſel 
alone, and the Fatherleſs have not eaten 


. thereof. —If have ſeen any periſh for 


want of Cloathing, or any Poor without 


, Covering, —-If I have made Geld my 


Hope, or have ſaid to the fine Gold, 
thou art my Confidence, —If I rejoyced 
becauſe my Wealth was great, and be- 
cauſe my hand had gotten much.—If A 
have rejoyced at the Deſtruition of kim 
that hated me, or lift up my {elf when 


Evil 


meth to Deſtruttion, and would root 


Evi 
ſteps.— f my ſtep hath turned out of t he _— 
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Street, but I opened my doors to the 
Traveller. 3 

The words of Job are ended, and 
= Three Friends ceaſed to Anſwer 
im. 

Then young Elihu, when he ſaw 
there was no Anſwer in the Mouth of 
theſe three Men, though they had 


Condemned Fob, ſaid, Great Men are lob 3% 
not always Wiſe, neither do the Aged * 
underſtand Fudg ment. 


And yet this Young Man miſled, in 
Charging Job who Feared God, with 


going in Company with the Worker: of 8 34. 


Iniquity, and walking with wicked Men : 


And faith, Fob bath ſpoken without ver. 23. 


Knowledge, and that he added Rebellion 


to bis Sin—and that he had choſen Ini- rec. 37. 


quity rather than Afﬀiittion.  _ 

Now tho” this Young Man Repro- 
ved Job's Three Friends, becauſe 
there was no Anſwer in their Mouth, 
becauſe they had Condemne 
he alſo went too far in his 


againſt Fob; as appears both by the 
Character God had given of Job, and 
the Bleſſing he after beſtowed upon 

WW 


him; 


„Evil found him, or have ſuffered my ver, 30. 
mouth to Sin, by wiſhing a Curſe to his 
oul.—T he Stranger did not Lodge in the ver. 32. 


d. eb; r. 
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Job 32. 
2. 


Fob 42: 
7. 


that no thought can be with. holden from 


e 
him; but poor Job bore his Refle-fſg,y. 
ctions, and after Elihu's Florid Diſ- Ito 
courſe, and Cenſures of Fob, &c. the the 
Lord, who knew his Integrity, and you 
who had given Teſtimony of him, heſÞ the 
then ſpeaketh to Fob, and declares jj; 
his mighty works; ſays, Who is thi ni. 
that darkens Counſels by words without 
Knowledge. 

Then Fob in Fear and Humility 
Anſwered the Lord, and ſaid, Behold 
1 am vile, what ſhall J Anſwer thee, I 
will lay my Hand upon my Mouth, once 
have 1 ſpoken, but I will not Anſwer, 
yea twice, but I will proceed no farther. 
And then the Lord proceeds to ſeth 
forth his great Power and Wiſdom; 
and Fob Anſwered the Lord again in 
Fear, and in Humility, and ſaid, I 
know that thou can'ſt do every thing, and 
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thee—Wherefore ] abhor my ſelf, and 

Repent in Duſt and Aſhes. | 
And when the Lord had ſpoken 
unto Fob, he ſaid to Eliphaz, A 
L is kindled againſt thee, and a. 
Zainſt thy two Friends, for ye have not 
ſpoten of me the thing that is right, as 
my Servant Job hath. Obſerve, the 
Lord calls Fob who Feared him, his 
Servant; 
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Jer vant, and Commands Fob's Friends 


to take a Burat-Offering, and tells 
them, My Servant Job ſhall pray for 
you, for him 1 will accept. L Mark 1 
the Lord accepts the Man who fears 
him, and does that which is right in 
his ſight; and tells Fob's Friends the 
Reaſon why they ſhould go to Fob, 
ſaying, Leaſt I deal with you after 


your Folly, in that ye have not ſpoken of 


me the thing which is right, like my Ser- 
vant Fob. 


And when Fob had Prayed for his 


Friends, the Lord accepted Job, and 


Job more than his beginning; not only 
with great Subſtance, but with Seven 
Sons, and Three Daughters: And 
after this, Job Lived One Hundred 
and Forty Years, and ſaw. his Sons, 
and his Sons Sans, even four Genera- 
tions. So Fob died, being Old, and 
full of days. 80 
| have been the more Large and 
particular with reſpect to Fob, that 
all may conſider how Excellent a 
thing it is to Fear God, and live 
therein; and alſo how ſuch are Sup- 
ported and carried through their. 
| 3 Exerciſes 


— — 


the Lord pave Job twice 4s much as he Job 42. 
had before, and Bleſſed the latter end of "> © 
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Exerciſes and Afflictions, that the a; 
Lord many times is pleaſed to ſuffer a 
them to meet with, in this World, t. 
Pal, 73. Who Love and Fear him; But tbe I 
Ss Wicled, as David ſaid, are not in trou· c 
ble as other Men, neither are they plagued } 
like other Men. But the Lord caſt them 
down into Deſtruction, they are brought i 
into Diſſolation, as in a moment, they | 
are utterly conſumed with Terronrs, 


— 


ö 


Concerning IS AIAH. 


TTTHIS Evangelical Prophet, was 
2 greatly filled with the Spirit 
ll ot the Lord, and boldly Teſtified in 
c. 2. his Name againſt the People, whom | 
1 God had made Choice of to place his 
1 Name among, for their for ſaking the 
i Lord, and provoking the Holy one 
| of Iſrael unto Anger, by departing 
from his Fear, and going into Evil 
doing, tho* they retained an out- 
ward ſhew of Religion, brought a a 
multitude of Sacrifices unto the Lord. 


and p 


: 
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the land filled him with Burnt-Offerings; 
ffer and the fat of fed Beaſts, and with 
Id, the blood of Bullocks, and brought 
the Incenſe unto him, pretended to 
o obſerve the New Moons, and to 
ved keep the Sabbaths, held their Aſ- 
dein ſemblies, and their Solemn Meet- 
gb ing, yet being departed from the 
by fear of God, they became 4 Sinful 1k r. 
Nation, a People laden with Iniquity, a 
Seed of Evil doers, Children that are 
— © Corrupters. Therefore the Lord ſaid 
unto theſe Evil doers, Bring no more 
vain Oblations, Incenſe is an Abomina- 
tions unto me, the New Moons and Sab- 
bath, the calling of Aſſemblies I cannot 
away with, it is Iniquity, even the Sol- 
lemn Meeting; your New Moons, and 
as} appointed Feaſts my Soul hateth, they are 
4 trouble to me, I am weary to bear 
i them. And when ye ſpread forth yorr 
mi Hands, I will hide mine Eyes ſrom you; 
is yea, when ye make many Prayers, I will 
1e not hear you, your hands are full of 
e Blood; for they feared not God: 
Therefore this Holy Prophet ſaid to 
i this People, Sanctiſie the Lord of Hoſts iſi g. 13, 
himſelf, and let him be your Fear. 
a Ne allo plainly told them what 
„ would come upon them who feared 
1 þ G 3 not 


La. 1.40. 


the Spirit of Knowledge, and of the Fear 


- unto him, he will punniſh them with an 


Rod out of the ſtem of Jeſſe, and aÞ 
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not God, notwithſtanding their pre! 
rence of Serving him, if they lived 
out of, and continued to refuſe his p 
fear, and Rebell againſt him, ye, ſaid / 
he, ſhall be devoured with the Sword, thi! 

C 

t 


Aouth of the Lord bath ſpoken it; fot 
faith the Lord, the Lord of Hoſts (con- 
cerning theſe Evil doers that feared 
not him, but by their wicked Work; 
were Enemies to him) the Mighty on: 
of Iſrael, 1 will eaſe me of mine Adver 
ſaries, and avenge me of mine Enemies. 
And ſo will the Lord do now, unto all 
who love and live in Evil doing, and 
do not Repent, and turn therefrom 


everlaſting deſtruction from the preſence a 
the Lord, and from the glory of his Power. 

This Prophet alſo Prophecying of 
Chriſt, faith, There ſhall come forth all 


Branch ſhall grow out of his Root; And 
the Spirit of the Lord ſhall veſt np 
him; the Spirit of Wiſdom, and Unader-E 
ſtanding, the Spirit of Counſel aud Might, 


of the Lord; and ſhall make him of 
quick Underſtanding in the fear of the 
Lord; and he ſhall not judge after the 
fight of his Eyes, neither Reprove after | 
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the hearing of his Ears, but with Righte- 
onſneſs ſhall he judge the Poor, and re- 
prove with Equity, for the Meek of the 
Earth. And he ſhall ſmite the Earth with 
the Rod of his Mouth, and with the Breath 
of his Lips ſhall he ſlay the wic ted; but 


the ſtrong People (who fear God) ſaid he, 125-3 


ſhall glorifie him: The City of the terrible 
Nations, as Iſaiah ſaith, ſhall fear him, 
whoſe Counſels of Old are Faithful- 
neſs and Truth: And he will be a 
Strength to the Poor, and to the 
needy in theirDiſtreſs. Read the Chap- 
ter through, and conſider the Glory 


of the Goſpel-day, Propheſied of by ,z 25. 


this holy Prophet: For then ſhall Peg- 21, 
ple ſanctiſie the Lord's Name, and ſan- 
Fifie the Holy One of Jacob, and (hall 
fear the God of Iſrael : And they alſo 
that erred in Spirit, ſhall come to Under- 


ſtanding, and they that mur mur d ſhall learn 
Doctrine. But Woe will be to them 


who fear not God. The rebelliom . 


..& Children; ſaith the Lord, that take Coun- 
| fel, and not of me; and that cover with a 
r Covering, but not of my Spirit, that they 


may add Sin to Sin. 

Therefore let all, who deſire to be 
the Children of God, and to be the In- 
habitants of Sion, fear the Lord, and 

| G 4 depart 


23. 


30. 4 


! 
| 
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depart from Evil; for that is an A- 
0 bomination in the Sight of the Lord, 
| | who is exalted, and dwelleth on high, 


In. 33, and hath filled Zion with Fudgment and 
f 5,6 Piphteonſneſs, and Wiſdom aud Know- 
9 ledge ſhalt be the Stability of Zion's Times, 
| l and Strength of Salvation ; the fear of 

Wl || the Lord is his Treaſure. _ 
Q And theſe who live in the fear of 
Wo ver. 15, the Lord, who walk Righteonſly, and 
18. feat Uprightly, that deſpiſe the Gain of 
il Oppreſſ.on, that ſhake their Hands from 
S holding of Bribes, that ſtop their Ears 
1 from hearing of Blood, that ſhut their 
Fi Eyes from ſeeing of Evil: It's theſe ſhall 
Bui dwell on high: And their place of defence 
1 ſhall be the Munition of Rocks, Bread ſhall 
be given them, their Waters ſhall be ſure. 
Their Eyes ſhall ſee the King in his Beauty : 
| They ſhall behold the Land that is very far 
off. —— They ſhall look upon Zion, the 
City of the Saints Solemnities: Their Eyes 
ſhall ſee Feruſalem a quiet Habit ation, 4 
\' - Tabernacle that ſhall not be taken down, 
3h not one of the Stakes thereof ſhall ever be 
1 removed, neither ſhall any of the Cords 
| thereof be broken. . But there the Glori- 
| ous Lord will be unto them (who fear 
| him) 4 Place of broad Rivers and 
| Streams; wherein ſball go no Gally _ 
| ars 
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Oars, neither (hall gallant Ships paſs there- 
by. For the Lord will be their Fudge, 
their Lawgiver, their King, and will ſave 
them, who always fear him: And they 
ſhall come to Experience what is 
promiſed in Iſaiah 35. Read that Chap- 
ter through, and conſider it's only 
thoſe who Love and Fear God, and 
live therein, who have a right there- 
to: It's not to them, whole Fear to- 
wards God, proceeds not from their 
Love to him ; but is taught by the 
Precepts of Men. They in that State 
have no Right to thoſe Promiſes. 

But they who love, and live in the 


Fear of God, [Mark] it's thoſe that 16. 47. 
He will help; yea, be will uphold them * 1. 
with the right Hand of his Righteouſneſs, 


and all they that are incenſed againſt 
them ſhall be aſhamed and confounded, 
they ſhall be as nothing; and they that 


ſtrive with them ſhall periſh.—--—For the 


Lord their God will hold their right hand, 
and will ſay unto them, Fear not, I will 


help thee : For, ſaid this Prophet, who cha 30 


is among you that feareth the Lord, that 10. 
obeyeth the Voice of his Servant : Let him 
truſt in the Name of the Lerd, and ſtay. 


upon his Ged. | 
| 2 3 O there - 


as ” 
— 4 CER ns" — 


E 

O therefore that all may ſanctifie 
the Name of the Lord, and fear the 
God of the whole Earth, and truſt in 
him, and obey his Voice, and do his 
Will whilſt they are in this World, by 
the Help and Aſſiſtance of his Grace and 
good Spirit, that it my be well with 
them in the World that is to come. 


C HAP. 


Concerning JEREMIAH. 


Fere. 1. 


HIS Prophet was the Son of Hil- 
kiab, of the Prieſts which were 
in Anathoth, in the Land of Benjamin, 
whom the Lord Sanctified, and Ordain- 
ed to be a Prophet unto the Nations, 

and put his Words in his Mouth. 
And he boldly teſtified againſt 
Backſliding 1/-ael, and complained that 
Cha. 2. they had committed two great Evils, in | 
#3" that they bad forſaken the Fountain of | 
living Water, and bad bewed them out | 
Ciſterns, broken Ciſterns that can hold no 
Water. Saying, Know therefore and ſee, | 
ver. 19. that it is an evil thing and bitter that | 
thou haft forſaken the Lord thy God, and 
that | 
i 


4 
of; 
* 
* 
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that my Feat is not in thee, ſaith the. 
Lord of Hoſts. 

Thus it's evident, when any go from 
the fear of God, and live not there - 
in, they forſake the Lord; and when 
his Fear is not in them, they forget 
him Days without Number, and be- 
come as Iſrael, grievous Revol- 
ters, walking with Slander, and be- 
come like reprobate Silver, becauſe. 
they have rejected the Lord, and de- 
parted from his Fear, and ſay not in 
their Heart, Let us nom fear the Lord 
our God, that giveth Rain, both the for- 
mer and the latter in his Seaſon, and re- 
ſerveth unto us the appointed Weeks of 
Harveſt, their Iniquities having turned, 


away theſe things from them, and their 


Sins have with-nolden good things from. 
them, 

But if any who have departed. 
from the Fear of the Lord, return 
again, and live and walk therein, 
the Lord will cleanſe them from all 
their Iniquity, whereby they have 
Sinned and Tranſgreſſed againſt him, 
and will reveal to them abundance of 
Peace and Truth, and they ſhall come to 


tear and tremble, fer all the Cy 
and 


© ne wet, 3. 


Jere. 33. 
7. 


Lam. 3. 
55757. 


„ 
and for all the Proſperity that the Lord 
will procure to them. 

Oh therefore, Let all conſider the 
Benefit and Bleſſing there is to thoſe 
who fear God; which is both the 
Duty and Intereſt of all, and is the 
only way to preventDeſvlation and De- 
ſtruction from coming upon them, and 
to have the Lord hear their Voice, 
and be near to them in the time of 


Trouble, as this Holy Prophet did 


Experience. See in his Lamentations, 
where he ſaith to the Lord, Thou 


3 haſt heard my Voice, hide not thy Ear at 


my Breathing, at my Cry. Thou dreweſt 
near inthe Day 1 called upon thee, thou 
faid'ft, Fear not. 3 2 
And all who fear God, and abide 
therein, the Lord will hear them in 
the time of Trouble, and be near 
to help and deliver them: For he 
ſees their Wrong, and will Judge 
their Cauſe, | 


CHAP, 
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CHAP. XXVL 


Concerning EZEKIEL. 


E alſo was a Holy Prophet of 
God, and Prophecied of the 
Deſtruction of Fer«ſalem, tho' at a 
great diſtance from it, being carried 


away into Caldea, by Nebuchadnezar Eꝛek. - 1. 


King of Babylon, who in the zoth“ 
Year, in the 4th Month, on the 5th 
Day of the Month, when he was a- 
mong the Captives, by the River of 
Chebar, he ſaw the Viſions of God, 
which was the 5th Day of the Month, 
ia the 5th Year of King Jehoiachim's 
Captivity ; and the word of the Lord 
came expreſly unto Ezekzel the Prieſt, 
the Son of Buß, who was ſent by 
the Lord to Propheſie againſt a Re- 
| bellious Nation, the Children of 1/raet, 
who had departed from the Lord, and 
from his fear, and had violated his 
Law, and ran into grievous and groſs 
Idolatry, and were become Impudent 
Children, as thoſe who reject the 
Fear of God are, Let all therefore 
; be Careful they be not like them, 2 

00 
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Ezek- 2, too many now are; who notwith- 


Hek. 3. 


Ezek. 6. 


ſtanding they preſume to call God 
their Father, and profeſs themſelves 
to be his People, and that it's their 
Duty to fear God, yet they will not 
fear him, nor hearken to the Ser- 
vants of the Lord, no more than 
thoſe Impudent hard- hearted People 
would unto the Lord, or his Prophet 
in that day: > "ET 

But notwithſtanding theServants of 
God are now to do their Duty, and 
to warn ſuch, to turn from their 
wicked ways, that they may be clear 
of their Blood; tho' they may have, 


as Ezekiel had, Bands put upon them, 
and by Confinement, prevented from 


going out among them. 
And Ezekiel told that People in 


the word of the Lord, That he would 
bring 4 Sword upon them, and would 


deſtroy their High Places, and that their 
Altars (hould be deſolate, and their 

Images broken. EM 
Let therefore thoſe People now 
who Fear not God, but live in Wick- 
edneſs, and yet have their High Places, 
their Altars, and their Images, con- 
ſider this, and leave off their Idola- 
try, and amend their ways, and learn 
do 
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to Frar God, and depart from Evil, 
leaſt God who Changeth not, bring 
the like Deſtruction on them, and on 
their High Places, Altars, and Ima- 
ges; and leſt they come to fall by the 
Sword, Famine, and Peſtilence; when 
the Lord ſhall judge them according to Keck. 7- 
their ways, and recompence upon them all 
their Abominations. For ſurely the 
Day of Trouble is now near, that 
the Lord will pour out his Fury, and 
accompliſh his Anger on the Impudenr, 
the-Wicked, and the Idolaters, tho? 
they may profeſs and talk of God, 
and of Chriſt, he will Judge them ac- 
cording to their ways, and will Re- 
compence them for all their Abomi- 
nations; and his Eye will not ſpare, 
neither will he have pity, that they 
may know he is the Lord that ſmiteth 
them. 5 

Oh! that People would Conſider 
this, is my hearty and ſincere deſire; 
and that many may come to Mourn, 
every one for his Iniquity, and that 
the Stumbling- block of their Iniquity 
may be removed. 

But with Lamentation I ſay, as Tack. 1 
there were, in Ezekie/'s Days, Men 
who deviſed Miſchief, and gave 

: wicked 
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wicked Counſel, and ſaid that the Day 
of Deſtruction was not near. But as 
the Lord then knew the things which 
came into their Minds, every one of 
them, ſo he doth now, and all they who 
live not in his Fear, but continue in 
their Evil doings, and go on preſump- 


tuouſly, he will deſtroy ; but thoſe 


who fear him, and amend their ways, 
and turn from their Evil, the Lord 


will be a Sanctuary unto them. Oh! 


that all may haſten thereunto, 

This Prophet Ezekiel was alſo Com- 
manded to Propheſie againſt the 
Fooliſh Prophets, who followed their 
own Spirits, and had ſeen nothing; 
whom he Compared to the Foxes in 
the Deſert, that ſee Vanity, and Ly- 
ing Divination, and made others to 
hope that they would confirm their 
word; therefore the Lord was a- 
gainſt them, becauſe they ſeduced the 
People, and ſaid Peace, ag mann 
do now to the Pedple, who are 
Wicked, as thoſe were, to whom 
there was no Peace. See that Chap- 
ter through, as alſo Chap. 33. 

He alſo Propheſied againſt the El- 
ders of Iſrael, Samaria, and Sodom, 
whoſe Iniquity was Pride, Fulneſs of 

| Bread, 


; ( 161 ) 5 
Dread, and abundance of Idleneſs, and i! 
b who did not ſtrengthen the hand of } 
f the Poor and Needy; and alſo againſt nl 
Egypt, Moab, and Mount Seir, and all F**k-35 if 
© | Jaumea, and the Philiſtines, and againſt # 
uus, and the Afſyrians; and he de- 
” clared the word of the Lord againſt 
| choſe who came unto him, and ſate 
2 | before him to hear his words, but would: 
. not do them, but with their mouths made 
jeſts, and whoſe hearts went after 
their Covetouſneſs, for they Feared 
not God. 
And this Prophet did not Propheſie 
only againſt the People aforeſaid, 
and declare the Judgments of God that 
would come upon them, but he Prophe. xzek. 323 
fied the bringing again of the People 37 ij 
of Iſrael out of their Captivity, and 
that Gog and Magog ſhould fight a- 1 
gainſt them, but Thould be deſtroyed, 4 
and the City and Temple ſhould be 1 
1 
| 


Reſtored, and that the Lord would 
Sanaife his great Name, which was 
poluted among the Heathen, that 
they ſhould know that he was the 
Lord, when he ſhould be SanQified ! 
in the People of Iſrael, before the 1 
Eyes of the Heathen; and that he * 


would pour clean water upon them, 
an 


Dan. 1. 
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and they ſhould be Clean; and that 
he would give a New Heart to them, 
and put a New Spirit within them, 
and cauſe them to walk in his Sta- 
tutes, and to keep his Commandments, 
and to do them, as is the Duty and 
Practice of all who Live in the Fear 
of God. Oh! that all may come ſo 


to do, and then they'll be Bleſſed, 
and Happy. 


—— — 


C HAP. XXVII. 
Concerning DANIEL. 


HIS Holy Prophet was a Con- 
temporary with Ezekie/, and a 
Captive with him in Babylon; who in 
the 3d Year of the Reign of Jehoiaim 
King of Judah, was Carried away 
from Jeruſalem, by Nebuchadnexar 


King of Babylon, who ſpake unto 


Aſbpbenaz. the Maſter of the Eunuch's, 
that he ſhould bring certain of the 
Children of 1/rae!, and of the King's 
Seed, and of the Princes, Children 
in whom there was no blemiſh, but 


well- 
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well-favoured, and Skillful in all 
Wiſdom, and Cunning in Knowledge 
and in Underſtanding Science, and ſuch 
that had Ability in them to ſtand in 
the King's Palace, and whom. they 
might teach the Learning and the 
Language of the Chaldeans; among 
whom was Daniel: By which it appears 
he was of the Seed of the Kings or of 
the Princes of Judah, who was now 
Named Belteſhazzar ; who as he fear- 
ed God, purpoſed in his Heart, that 
he would not defile himſelf with the 
Portion of the King's Meat, nor with 
the Wine which he drank. Now God 
had by his Providence, brought Da- 
niel into Favour; he gave him Know- 
ledge, and Skill in all Learning, and 
Wiſdom and Underſtanding in Vi- 
fions and in Dreams,and inall Matters 
of Wiſdom and Underſtanding, that 
the King enquired of Daniel, Han- 
naniah, Miſhael, and Azariah, be- 
cauſe he found them ten times better 
than all the Magicians and Aſtrolo- 
gers that were In all his Realm, 
for they Feared the Lord, and he En- 
dued them with great Wiſdom and 
Underſtanding, and made known his 


Secrets unto them; as is evident, by 


their 
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their telling and interpreting King 
Nebuchadnezzar's and Beltſhazzar's 
Dreams. 

And in the time of Darius the 
King,. who ſucceeded Belſhazzar, Da- 
niel was made by Darius Chief Pre- 
ſident, becauſe an Excellent Spirit 
was found in him; and the King 
thought to ſet him over the whole 


Realm: But this his Exaltation, was 


Eavied by the other Preſidents, Prin- 
ces and Courtiers, as great Favour- 
ites are apt to be, and they ſought 
occaſion againſt him concerning the 
Kingdom, but could find none, but 
Concerning the Law of his God; 
which they quickly did, by getting a 
Royal Statute and a firm Decree 
made, That whoſoever ſhould ask a 
Petition of any God or Man for 
thirty Days, ſave of the King, he 
ſhould be caſt into the Den of Lyons; 
which Decree they got the King toEſta- 
bliſh and to Sign. Now notwithſtand- 
ing Daniel knew this, as he was a Man 
who Feared God, and knew his 
Power, and the Duty that he owed 
to him : He, with his Windows 
open towards Jeruſalem, kneeled up- 
on his Knees, no leſs than three 
| times 
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times a Day, and Prayed and pave 


5 | Thanks nnto his God, as he did 


aforetime. He could not fatisfie his 
Conſcience with Neglect of his Duty, 
or with doing it privately, tho for the 
ſpace of but 30 Days, knowing it 
was his Duty to Pray to God daily, 
and to give-him thanks for his daily 
Mercies received; and to Pray to 
him every day, without whom he 
could not live one Hour or Minute, 
that the Lord might keep and pre- 
ſerve him. 

Thus I ſay, Daniel not declining 
the Publick Service of his God, conti- 
nued in the Courſe of his Duty, of 
Pray ing, Praiſing and of giving Thanks 
unto God. He was no Occaſional 


Conformiſt, for he did as afore-time: 


And it's plain, theſe Wicked Jn- 
fozmers Concluded that he would 
not decline his Duty to God, 4o 
ſave his Life, for he knew God was 


able to Preſerve and Deliver him. 


So the Inkozmers Aſſembled and 
found Daniel Praying and making 
Supplication before his God. And 
then they went to the King, and gave 
Information againſt Daniel, and told 
the King of the Decree he had * 
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and he ſaid it was true. Then An- 
ſwer'd they, and ſaid, Daniel who is 
of the-Captivity of Judah, Regardeth 
not thee, O King, nor the Decree 
that thou haſt Signed, but maketh 


his Petitions three times a Day. And 


tho* the King was diſpleaſed with 


himſelf, and no doubt with them, 


and would have deliver'd Daniel, yet 
the Informers ſo urged the Law, that 
Daniel was caſt inte the Den of .Ly- 
ons: But the King Believed, and ſaid 


to Daniel, Thy God whom thou Ser- 


veſt continually, will deliver thee; 
which he did, for Innocency was 
found in him, and to the King he 
had done no hurt. But when the 
Inkozmers were caſt therein, they 
were ſoon deſtroyed. 

Oh! that all who are preferred to 
High Places, might ſo live, and be- 


have themſelves, that no more Fault 


nor Error might be found in them, than 


there was in Daniel, in the Diſcharge 


of their Places, then would they not 
need to fear what any could Jnfown 
againſt them, any mere than Daniel 
did; tho' ſome might ſeek occaſion 
againſt them, as they did againſt Da- 
niel, to get a Royal Statute and a firm 

Decree 
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Decree made, yet ſuch Inkozmers 
might meet with the like Reward as 
they did from him they gave Infor- 
mation unto, and may ſuffer by his 
Command, to whem Information was 
given. But to return, after this, King 
Darius made a Decree, that in every 
Dominion of his Kingdom, Men ſhonld 
tremble and fear before the God of 
Daniel, for he is the Living God, 
and ſteadfaſt for ever, and his Domi- 
nion 1s that which ſhall not be de- 
ſtroyed, and his Dominion ſhall be 
even to the End. ; 
Oh! that all People in every Na- 
tion would come to fear before the 
great God; that as Daniel was, they 
might come to be greatly beloved of 
God; for this is the Day of which 


Daniel ſaid, many ſhall be purified, 


and made white; and thoſe who truly 
fear God, and live therein, they ſhall 
be Wiſe, and ſhine as the brightneſs 
of the Firmament; and they that 
turn many to Righteouſneſs, as the 
Stars for ever and ever: But the 
Wicked, who fear not God, ſhall do 
wickedly, and be turned into Hell, 
and none of them ſhall _— —; 

ue 
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but the Wiſe who fear God, ſhall 


_ underſtand, and Inherit Glory. 


And we have another evident proof 
of God's great Care over them who 
truly Love, Fear, and faithfully ſerve 
him; and of his Miraculous Deliver- 
ance of ſuch, when the Rage and Fu- 
ry of thoſe who are Great and High 
in Power, is great againſt them who 


Fear God, becauſe they will not bow 


to their Way,and to their Worſhip, as 
they do,and Command. As in the Caſe 
of Nebuchadnezzar, who had Confeſ- 
Ted of a Truth, that the God of 
Daniel, and of Shadrach, Meſhach and 
Abednego, was a God of Gods, and a 
Lord of Kings. Yet this Nebuchad- 
nexcar who made this Gonfeſſion, 
when the Inkozmers came to him, 
and ſaid, There are certain Men that 
thou haſt ſet over the Affairs of the 
Pravince of Babylon, Shadrach, Me- 
ſhach and Abednego; theſe Men, O King! 
have not regarded thee, for they 
Serve not thy Gods, nor Worſhip the 
Golden Image which thou haſt ſer 
up. Then in a Rage the King calls 
for them, and tells them, if they 
would not fall down and Worſhip the 

Image 
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Image that he had made, ye ſhall be 
caſt the ſame hour into the midſt ot 
the burning Fiery Furnace, and who 
is that God that will deliver you out 
of my Hands? To which the Three 
Children might have Anſwered Him, 
that thou haſt confeſled, of a Truth, 
that our God, is a God of Gods, and a 
Lord of Kings (he whom we Serve and 

Fear) which all ought to obey. 
Note, Nebuchadnezer, notwithſtand- 
ing his Ample Confeſſion, that theGod 
of Daniel,Shadrach Meſchach and Abed- 
nego, was a God of Gods, and a Lord 
of Kings, yet he would Compel them 
to Conformity. But they ſaid, We 
are not Careful to Anſwer thee in this 
Matter; It it be ſo, our God (ſaid 
theſe Men) whom we ſerve, 1s able 
to deliver. us from the burning fiery 
Furnace; and be will deliver us ont of 
hy hand, O King. But if not, be it 
known to thee, O King, that we will 
not ſerve thy Gods, not worſnip the 
Golden Image which thou haſt ſer up. 
A Noble Aulwer; ſhewing thar 
as they feared God, they neither 
feared nor regarded the King's 
Threats, nor his burning Fiery Fur— 
nace; none of which could make theſe 
H Men 


Dan. 3. 
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Men who Frared the Lord, break the 


Law ok God, nor Worſhip nor Bow to 


his Image he had ſet up. But too 


many there are now, the more is the 
pity that are ſo far blinded and en- 
ſlaved by Satan, (the great Promoter 


of Images, and of Image-Worſhip) [| 
that they'll bow to a Stock, Stone or 


Picture, ſo little regard have they to 
the Fear and Service of the true and 
Living God. q 

But to return to Nebuchadnezzer, |? 


as he began in Rage to ſpeak to them, 
ſo hearing their Anſwer, his Fury was 


great, and the very form of his Vi- - 
ſage was changed againſt theſe three 


Men; and he Commanded the Fur- M 


nace to be Heated Seven times Hot- 


ter than it was wont to be Heated, 


and the moſt mighty Men of his Army | 
were to bind them, and caſt them in; 


.and they who caſt them in, were ſlain 
by the Flame. Obſerve the Judg- 


ment of God on them. But Shadrach F* 
Meſhach and Abednego, fell down 
bound in the midſt of the burning 
Fiery Furnace. 

Then King Nebuchadnezzar was 
aſtonied, ſeeing four Men looſe, walk- 
ing in the midlt of the Fire, who had 

no 
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no hurt, and the Form of the fourth, 
he ſaid, was like the Son of God. 
Then Nebuchadnezzar came as near as 
he could to the Mouth of the fiery 
burning Furnace, and ſaid, Te Ser- 
vants of the moſt high God come forth 
then Shadrach Meſhach and Abednego 
came forth out of the midſt of the 
Fire; for as they Feared and Believed 
in God, and were Faithful unto him, fo 
they were miraculouſly Preſerved, and 
Delivered, and the Princes, Gover- 
nours, Captains, and the King's 
Councellors ſaw them, upon whole 
Bodies the Fire had no power, nor 
was a Hair of their Head ſinged, nei- 
ther were their Coats changed, u 
the ſmell of Fire had paſſed oa them. 
Then Nebuchadnezzer at that time 
faid, Bleſſed be the God of Snadrach 
Meſhach and Abednego, who has ſent his 
Angel, and delivered his Servants 
who truſted in him, and hath changed 
the King's Word, and yielded their 
Bodies, that they might not Serve 
nor Worſhip any God, except their 
own Gad: He was now thanktul, be- 
cauſe they continued faithful. 
And he made a Decree, that every 
People, Nation, and Language, which 
H-2 ſpake 
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ſpake any thing amiſs aguiuſt the God 
of Shadrach, Meſhach and Abeanego, 
ſhould be cut in pieces, and their Hou- 


ſes ſhould be made a Dunghil, becauſe - 
there is no other God who can deliver 


after this ſort ; and he Promoted theſe 


Three Men in the Province of Ba- | 
bylon. ä | 

Yet this King Nebuchadnexxer, being 
Exalted in Pride, ſaid afterwards, Is 


not this Great Babylon which I have 


Built for the Houſe of the Kingdom, Þ 


by the might of my Power, and forthe 
Honourof my Majeſty, yet he was made 


to know that the Heavens do Rule : 
And altho' he was High, and Great, 
there was one Higher and Greater | 
than he, and than all the Kings of the 
Earth, the moſt High God, who Ru- 
leth in the Kingdom of Men, and 
appointeth over it whomſoever he 
will. And Nebuchadnezzer was made 


: | 
* 
5 
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to Confeſs that his Dominion is an © 


Everlaſting Dominion, and his King- 
dom is from Generation, to Genera- 
tion; and that all the Inhabitants of Þ 
the Earth are reputed as nothing, and | 
he doth according to his Will, in the 
Armies of Heaven, and among the 
Inhabitants of the Earth, and none 

can 


1 


can ſtay his Hand, nor ſay to him, 
what dot thou ?—all whoſe Works 


are Truth, and his Ways judgment, 
and thoſe who walk in Pride, he's 
able to abaſe. | 

Oh! therefore that all the Kings and 


People on the whole Earth, eſpecially 
ſuch who profeſs the Chriſtian Reli- 
ligion, would always fear and dread 
before this great and Almighty God, 


and not Sin againſt him, by being 
lifted up in Pride, nor by forcing 
any to Worſhip in their way, at their 
Command, or by doing that which 1s 


| Evil in his ſight, or forgetting that 
they are his Creatures, and muſt be 


| accountable to him, how great ſoever 
they may be, or neglecting the Mer- 


cies and Benefits which he daily af- 


| fords them; for he'll moſt certainly 


—— 


Puniſh them if they ſo do, with an 
everlaſting Deſtruction, which they 
cannot any ways eſcape, if they con- 
tinue to the end, to ſpend their days 
in Pride and Wickedneſs, out of his 
Fear, then moſt certainly they'll ne- 
ver be able co enjoy his Favour in 
their Death, nor be Happy ia the 
World that is to come. 


H 3 


And 


2 ˙ W ——— 
: . — 

——— — 

— — — 


2 
| 
| 
| 


( 174 . 
And when God had humbled Neb- & 
chadnezzer,and hisSon, Belſhazz.ar, who # 
knew all this, yet did not humble him- 
ſelf when he came unto the Kingdom, 
Hut lifted up himſelf againft the Lord N 
God, ih whoſe hand his Breath was, 
and who knew all his ways, and did 
not Fear nor glorifie God: But when 
he ſaw part of the Hand which wrote 
upon the Wall of his Palace, his Coun- 
tenance was Changed, and his Thoughts Pt 
troubled him, ſo that the joynts of his 
Loyns were looſed, and his Knees ſmote þ 
one againſt another; tho' he could not 
Read the Writing, nor know the In- 
terpretation thereof, Horror ſeiz'd Þ 
him, who acknowledged that he had 
heard the Spirit of the Gods was in 
Daniel, and thatLight,andUnderſtand- | 
ing, and an Excellent Spirit was! 
found in Daniel, who had told the g 


— 


King the laterpretation of what was 


written, viz. That his Kingdom was 
finiſhed, and divided, and he was | 
found wanting, and in that Night he 1 
was Slain. 

Oh! that all People who are eaſt- 
ing, Drinking Wine, and have their 
Concubines, or Whores, and are 
Curling, Swearing, and calling God b 

0 


8 

5. God to Damn their Souls. — And that 
rho all thoſe poor miſerable Miſers, and 
m- Covetous People, who are making 
m, their Gold and Silver their Gods, and 


ord are praiſing them, and hoarding their 


725, Riches, and bleſſing and praiſing 
did themſelves in their Covetouſneſs, 
hen which is Idolatry; and ſaying they 
ote © are not given to, nor do not Exerciſe 
un- themſelves in Feaſting, and Drinking 
hte Wine; but why is it? Anſw, Not 
"by ® becauſe they fear God, or refrain, 
note from a Principle, but becauſe they 
not love their Money. Oh! that ſuch 
In- would learn to fear God, and to be 
zd Sober, Juſt, and Righteous, Mode- 
had rate, Liberal and Generous to the 
sin! Poor and Needy, and to honour God 
nd- |, with their Subſtance, and with the 


Was 


the © 


firſt Fruits of all their Increaſe, and 
do good, and Communicate; and do 


was not forget or neglect that, for with 
was ſuch Sacrifice God is well pleaſed, 
was and with thoſe who do ſo, from a 
the Principle in them; for it not, when 

they are weighed in the Ballance of 
aſt- the Sanctuary), they will be found 
1eir Wanting (as Belſhazzar was) and be 
are deprived of Peace, and the Bleſling 
pon of God here, and of his Kingdom 
30d hereafter, ; FERN CHAP. 
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| 
| CHAP; VII. 8 
[| Concerning the PROPHETS: 
f Hoſea, Joel, Amos, Obadiah, 
| Micha, Nahum, Habakkuk, 7 
Zig Haggai, Zechariah, Malachi, þ! 
| who feared the Lord, and Taught ii 
it. 


| | Hoſea, OSE A the firſt of theſe Holy 
Prophets of the Lord, was the 
Son of Beeri; he Propheſied in the days 
| of Vzziah,Fotham, and Abhaz, Kings of 
x Judah; and in the Days of Jeroboam Þ 
1 Son of Joaſh King of Jfract, as is com- 
1 puted about Seventy Years, and pro- 
18 nounced ſeveral Judgments againſt F 
| 1 Iſrael, who had forſaken the Fear of 
bl. || the Lord, and his Service, and were 
gone a Whoring from the Lord, and 
run into groſs Idolatry, and did not 
„ conſider that it was the Lord who 
1 gave her, i. e. rael her Corn, her 


1 Wine, and Oyl, and multiplied her 
1 Silver and Gold, which they prepa- 
1 8 red for Baal. Therefore I mill return, 1 
Til: ſaid the Lord, and take away my * 

and 
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and Wine, and recover my Wool and 
Flax, and will diſcover ner Nakedneſs in 
the ſight of her Lovers, and none ſhall de- 
liver them out of my band. But when 
the Lord threatned theſe Judgments, 
and told them that they ſhould remain 
many days without a King, without a 
Prince, without an Offering, which 
came to paſs upon them, becauſe 
they were ſo greatly degenerated, _ 
that there was no Truth, nor Mercy, nor Hoſea 4. 
Knowledge of God in the Land ; for by 
Swearing, and Lying, and Killing, and 
Stealing, and Commuting Adultery, and 
Blood touching Blood. Yet the Promi- 
ſes of God upon their return unto his 
Fear and Service, were fulfilled to 
them in the Lord's time, who had 
ſaid, they ſhall return, and ſeek the 
Lord their God, and David their King, 
and ſhall fear the Lord and his Good- 
neſs in the laſt days. 

Oh! that all Revolters from the 
Lord, and from his Service, might Re- 
turn and come to fear God, though 
they have been as //racl was, for a 
time without a King, becaule they 
feared not God; yet the Lord will 
according to his Promiſe, heal their Hol ia. 
backſlidings, and love them freely, and 8 

Hs bis 
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his Anger he will turn away, and be, as 
be ſaid he will be, as the dew upon Ij- | 
rael; and he ſhall grow up as the Lilly, 
1 and caſt forth his Roots as Lebanon. 
|] And they who return unto his Fear 
| and Service (tho* they may by de- 
| | parting from it, loſe Truth, Mercy, 
| and the Knowledge of God) come to 
i revive as the Corn, and grow as the 
" Vine, the ſcent whereof may be as 
10 the Wine of Lebanon. 
i Who is Wiſe, and he ſhall underſtand 
| theſe things, Prudent, and he ſhall know 
them; for the ways of the Lord are right, 
and the juſt ſhall walk in them, but the 
Il Tranſgreſſor ſhall fall therein. And all 
a thoſe who forſake the Fear of the 
| Lord, ſhall loſe his Favour ; but thoſe 


ii who truly Repent, and return, ſhall # 
{ be Bleſſed. | 


| 0 FOEL, the Prophet of the Lord, 


was the Son of Pethuell; he ſaid to 

„ the People who Feared not the Lord, 
Joel-5 Awake ye Drunkards, and weep and _ 

| bowl, and ye Drinkers of Nine; Lament © 
' Vere 13. % Prieſts, Miniſters of the Altar, for | 
| 118 the Day of the Lord is at hand, and as 
1 a Deſtruction from the Almighty ſhall it 

| Joelle come. Blow the Trumpet in Zion, ſound | 
il | an 
| | f 


* 
| 


1 
1 | 
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4s an Alarm in my Holy Mountain; let all 

the Inhabitants. of the Land tremble, for 

ly, & the Day of the Lord cometh, for it is 

n. nigb at hand. —Therefore now ſaith ber. 12. 

ar the Lord, Turn ye even unto me with 

e- all your heart, and with Faſting, and 

with Weeping, and with Mourning, and 

rend your Hearts, and not your Garments, 

and turn unto the Lord your God, for he 

is gracious, and merciful, ſlow to anger, 

and of great kindneſs, and repenteth him 

% Evil, And the Prophet Adviſes 
them to Santtiſie a Faſt, and call a So- | 
* lemn Aſſembly. This Prophet Prophe- | 
ſied alſo in Iſrael, and declared What 

+ ſhould come to paſs in the latter day, 

Fiz. That the Lord ſhould pour forth Fool 
his Spirit upon all fleſh, and that his 
Sons and Daughters ſhould Propheſie; that 

old Aen ſhould Dream Dreams, and. 

= young Men ſhould fee Viſions ;, and alſo 

upon the Servants, and the Hand- Maids 

in thoſe days, the Lord will pour out his 

Spirit. 
And this is that day wherein this 
Propheſie is fulfilled, and all who. 
mind, receive and obey his Spirit, 


as end believe in the Lord, are taught 
lit to Love and Fear God, and are helped 
nd thereby, to depart from Evil, and to 

4 du 
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ver. 9. 


l. He Propheſied againſt Pamaſ. 
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do good, ſhall live for evermore; 
but thoſe who grieve it, and continue 1 
in Rebellion againſt it, ſnall never | 
enter into God's Kingdom, that ſtands þ- 
in Righteouſneſs, Joy, Peace, and 
in his Holy Spirit. 


AMOS the Prophet, was Dan. 
temporary with Hoſea, and was a- 
mong the Herdſmen of Tekoa, and 
Propheſied in the days of Vzziah King 


of Judab, and Feroboam King, of 1/-® 


cus, Edom, Syria, Gaza, Ekron, Tyrus, 
Moab, and the Remnant of the Phili-“ 
Rimes, uſing this Phraſe : For, three 
Tranſgreſſions, and for four, I will na 
turn away the Puniſhment thereof. ; 
He alſo uſed the ſame Phraſe in his 
Prophecies againſt Judah, and Iſrael, 
and remembred them how the Lord 
deſtroyed the Amorite before them, whoſe". 
height was like the height of the Cedar, 
and was ſtrong as the Oaks, when hel , 


| brought them out of Egypt; ſaying at 


the Command and in the Name of chef 
Lord unto them (who once knew! X 
and feared God) you only have I known. 
of all the Families 9 the Earth, there- 
fore will I Puniſh you for all your Ini- 
quities. q 


. . 
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quities. Some of which were, their 


4 And altho' the Lord had given them 


* cleanneſs of Teeth in all their Cities, 


and want of Bread in all their Places, 
yet they returned not unto the Lord; 
and tho' he ſmote them with Blaſt- 


. ing, and with Mildew, and ſent among 


them the Peſtilence, and flew their 
= Young Men with the Sword, yet 
they returned not unto the Lord, 
they Feared not him, they did not 


conſider nor amend their ways, nor 


- put away the evil of their doings 

from before his Eyes. Therefore 
this Prophet, tho' a Shepherd, in a 
”* Lofty and Elegant Style, lets them 
know, althd' they. were ſo Wicked 


© Oppreſſing the Poor, and Cruſhing the Amo: 4+ 
” Needy; ſaying, bring and let us drink. 


» Gs 


and Rebellious, that God was near to "_ 4s 


them, and ſhewed them their thoughts, 


and diſcovered their evil ways to 
them, tho' they regarded him not, he 
therefore calls upon them to prepare 
to meet their God, O 1ſrael. For lo, 
he that formeth the Mountains, and Cre- 
ateth the Winds, and declareth unto Man 
what is his thought; that maketh the 
Morning Dat kneſs, and treads upon the 
High places of the Earth, the Lord, " 
| —  # 
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God of Hoſts is his Name; and faith, 
Seek the Lord and ye ſhall live, ye who 
turn Fudgment to ei, and leave 
off Righteouſneſs in the Earth. Theſe 
were, as many now are, gone from 
the fear of the Lord, and did not 
ſeek him: Therefore let all now, as 
the Prophet exhorted, Seek him that 


maketh the Seven Stars and Orion, and 


turneth the Shadow of Death into the 
Morning, and maketh the Day dark with 
Night, that calleth for the Waters of the 
Sea, and pouretb them upon the Face of 
the Earth. The Lord is his Name. 
But that People did (as too many 
do now) hate them who rebuke in 
the Gate, and abhor them who ſpeak 
uprightly. And therefore all ſuch, who 
live out of the fear of the Lord, tho? 
they call him Lord, and pretend to 
ſerve him, and to hold Aſſemblies, ſing, 
and have Muſick therein, the Lord 
hates and deſpiſes them, as he did 
thoſe in that Day. Read Amos 5. 
21, 22, 23. 

Oh that all might conſider this, 
and fear the Lord, and live therein, 
that Judgment might run down as 
Waters, and Righteouſneſs as a migh- 
ty Stream, = 

And 
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And that none now, as in this Pro- 
I phet's Days, may be at eaſe in Sion, 
nor truſt, and remain in a Profeſſion 
of God, or of the Chriſtian Religion, 
and live out of the fear of God; 
for certainly Woe is to all ſuch, and 
to them who put far away the Evil 
Day, and cauſe the Seat of Violence 
to come near, Who eat the Lambs out Amos 8. 
of the Flock, and the Calves out of 
the midſt of the Stall, that chaunt at 
the ſound of the Viol, and drink 
Wine to Exceſs; for the Lord God 
of Hoſts certainly abhors ſuch Pro- 
feſſors, and hates ſuch Evil Pra- 
ctices. | | 
But as this Prophet in that Day was | 
evilly treated by the Prieſts of Bethel, 
which was called the Houſe of God, fo 
many of the Servants of the Lord, by 
the Prieſts (of theſe Places, which | 
now many call the Houſe of God) 
have been in this Day : For as this 
Prophet was informed againſt by A- | 
maziah the Prieſt, to King Jeroboam, | 
that he had conſpired againſt him in | 
the midſt of the Houſe of Iſrael, and that 
the Land was not able to bear all his 
Words; And therefore he adviſed 
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the Prophet, to leave the Land, and to 
80 


2. 


N 


go and Prophecy in Judah, but 1010 


at Bethel, it was the King's Court or 
Chappel. þ 
And many of the Prieſts aforeſaid, 
informed, and complained againſt 
the Servants of the Lord in this our: 
Day, that their Words could not be 
born; and have not only bid them 
leave the Land, but have incenſed the 
Government ſo againſt them,that they 
have Baniſhed them from the Land of 
their Nativity, from their tender“ 
Wives and Children; though, as A- 
mos told the Prieſt, ſo the Servants} 
of the Lord have told both Prieſts 
and People, that the Lord ſent them. 
And the Lord hath in this Day, as 
in that, not forgotten their Works, but] 
hath ſent his Judgments, and executed] 
them upon thoſe who rejected him, 
and his Servants (though theſe them- 
ſelves pretended to be the Servants of 
God,and to be Miniſters of Jeſus Chriſt, f 
yet their Ways and Works have decla- 
red the contrary,and accordingly they 


were, as all ſuch will be, puniſhed) 


For though the wicked, who fear“ 
not God, dig into Hell, or climb up 
to Heaven, the Lord's Hand will take] 
them, and he will bring them down, 
And] N 


- 71 
not TS, 135 ) | *&} 
| or 4 And 1 will ſet mine Eyes, faith the | 
Lord, upon them for Evil, and not for 


Amos 9. 


ink And OB ADI AH in his Viſion Pro- Obid 2, 
the Pheſies againſt Edom, the Pride of whoſe 


em Heart bad deceived her, who exalted her 


the /H as an Eagle, that he would de- 


hey 
] of 


{troy the Wiſe Men out of Edom, and 
the Underſtanding out of the Mount 


of Eſau,for hisViolence againſt his Bro- 


* ther, and for his looking on in the time 
ints of his Trouble, and rejoycing over 
eſts Judah in the Day of his Deſtruction, 
„„. and ſpeaking proudly in the Day of 
aß his Diſtreſs, and laying Hands on 
but! their Subſtance in the Day of their 
ted! Calamity, and ſtanding in the Croſs- 
im. Way to cut off thoſe who did eſcape, 
m. and delivered up thoſe who remained 
of] in the Day of Diſtreſs. _ 
5 f By which it appears how the Lord, 
1.21 who taketh pity on them that fear 
ey him, takes Notice and puniſhes both 
d) Judah, Iſrael, and Edom when they 
ar] departed from his kear, and were 


not Compaſſionate, nor Pitiſul, but hard- 
he arted, and cruel the one to the other: 
As alſo thoſe who go from the fear 


Jonah 


of God are now. 
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Jonah 1 
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Jonah was the Son of Amittai, and 
was ſent of God, to Prophecy againſt 
the great City Nineveh (for their 
Wickedneſs) in which were moreſ, 
than 120000 Perſons, who could not“ 
diſcern between their right Hand aid, 
their left, and much Cattle: But 7o-þ; 
nab, not being willing to go, fied io 
Tar ſhiſh, and Imbarque'd in a Ship 
at Joppa; but the Lord ſent ai 
mighty Tempeſt in the Sea, and the 
Mariners were afraid: And Jonas 
was aſleep, but the Ship-maſter a- 
woke him, and bid him call upon his 
God, that they might not periſh, 
and ſaid, Come let us caſt Lots, to know 
for whoſe Cauſe this is come upon 
us: And the Lot fell upon Jonah, ® 
and when they examined his Occupa- 
tion, Country and People. And he | 
anſwered, I am a Hebrew, and 1 fear 
the God of Heaven, who hath made the 
Sea, and the dry Land. Then were 
the Men exceedingly afraid, when he 
alſo told them, he fled from the Pre- 
ſence of that God who made the Sea 
and dry Land, and ſaid unto Jonah, © 
What ſhall we do to thee, that the Sea 
may be Calm to us; Jonah readily |. 
paſled Sentence on himſelf, knowing 
What 
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and what he had done, ſaying, Take me 
wilt 1, and caſt me forth into the Sea, and 
1Celr it ſhall be Calm unto you, For he knew 
ore that Tempeſt was for his ſake; ne- 
not“ vertheleſs the Men were unwilling to 
aud, perform and execute this Sentence 
Jo-, upon Jonah, but Rowed to get to 
Land, and cried unto the Lord, and 
beſought him they might not Periſh, 
and that Innocent Blood might not 
be laid upon them; then they 
caſt Jonah into the Sea, and it cea- 


ſed Raging. And the Men feared the 


his Lord exceedingly, and offered a Sa- 
iſh, WM crifice unto the Lord, and made 
on Vos, and the Lord prepared a great 
bon Fiſh to ſwallow Jonah. 

ah, From whence it's obſervable, how 
pa- the Lord preſerves thoſe who fear 
he him, and it's a great Encouragement 


wal 


ear to all to fear God, who can, and will 
the deliver thoſe who ſo do, out of their 
ere greateſt Trouble, and hear them when 

they cry unto him in their Affliction. 
But they who obſerve lying Vanities, 
for ſake their own Mercies, for Salva- 


ah, tion is of the Lord, who hath Com- 
56 Paſlion on them who fear him, and 
i)) believe on him, and turn from their 
ng Evil Way, and from Violence that is in 
lat“ their 
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their Hands. And he had Com paſſion- 
| on Nineveh, and on the People there-# 
1 i in, when they believed God, andF 
1. turned from their Evil Way. Oh that 


0 


0 all might do ſo, who are now found! 
4 in Evil Ways. % 


MICAH the Prophet was 2 Aera 
thite, to whom the Word of the Lord, 
came in the Days of Jotham, Alaz, and 
Hezekiah, Kings of Judah, and he pro- 
pheſied againſt Samaria and againſt Je-. 
raſalem, who were departed from the, 
Fear of the Lord, and gone into [dolatrj 
And he pronounced Woe to them — 

deviſe Iniquity, and work Evil upon 
their Beds; and when the Morning 

is light they practice it, becauſe it . 

in the Power of their Hands; and a. 
gainſt them who covet Fields, and“ 

take them by Violence; and Houſes, 

and take them away: So that the) 
oppreſs a Man and his Houſe; even, 

a Man and his Heritage, and against) 

thoſe who ſaid to the Prophets, Pro- 

Micah 2+ pheſie ye not. To them he call'd, Hear 
u 2, 3. I pray you, ye Heads of Jacob, and th. 
Princes of the Houſe of Iſrael, who hate 

the Good, and love the Evil; and 

who ſhould have known RT. 

And 
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19% And unto the Prophets, who were 
re · ¶ departed from the Fear of God, who 
ind made the People to Err, who did bite 
nat with their Teeth, and cry'd Peace; 
:ad and he that putteth not into their 
Mouths, they even prepare War a- 
gainſt him. Againſt theſe he teſtified. 
rag And he was fall of Power by the 
010 Spirit of the Lord, and told them 
and their Seers ſhall be aſhamed, and their 
0. Diviners confounded, &c. ſaying, Hear Mic. 3. 7+ 
Je-. this I pray you, ye Heads of the Houſe of | 
the Jacob, and Princes of the Houſe of I. 
atrihrael, that abhor Fudgment, and pervert 
whoſYall Equity, whoſe Heads judge for Re- 
pon ward, and whoſe Prieſts teach for Hire, 
1 2 Prophets Divine for Money, and ſay, 


it % not the Lord among us, no Evil can 
1d a- come upon us. And told them the Trea- 
ſures of Wickedneſs was in the Houſe of 
the wicked, and the Scant Meaſure, that 
was an Abomination, and the wicked 
Ballances, and the Bag of deceitful 
Weights, and the rich Men thereof were 
Jul of Violence, and the Inhabitants ſpoke 
Des, and their Tongue was deceitſul in 

d the their Mouths. The good Man was pe- 
hate 2riſhed, and there was none Upright among 

and them. They laid wait for Blood, and 
they hunted every Man his hl 

| wil 


and 
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with a Net. That they might do E- 
vil with both Hands earneſtly, the 
Prince asketh, and the judge askethW 
for a Reward, and the great Man ut 
tereth his miſchievous Deſire; and this 
Prophet teſtifieth, the belt of them were 
as a Brier, and the moſt upright ſharper} 
than a Thorn Hedge: And declared 
the Lord's Controverſy with them, 
and that he would plead with them, 
and caſt them down, and deliver 
them to the Sword. | 
Oh the miſerable and deplorable 
Condition this People were in, who 
were departed from the fear of God, 
who cauſed this Holy Prophet thu 
to declare againſt them. F 
Many People there are now, who pro- 
feſs God, and Righteouſneſs, and ay? 
the Lord is among them, and yet arci 
tound in many of the like Evils. F 
Therefore how greatly needtul 
and abſolutely neceſlary is it, for alli 
ſuch to turn to the Lord and live, thaif 
they may be preſerved out of theſty 
Evils, and eſcape the juſt Judgment off 
God, that he will moſt certainly brings 
upon all thoſe who diſregard him, and 
his fear, and neglect to do the Good 
the Cord ſhews them, or to anſwer 
What? 
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F. hat he requires of them; which is, 
the To do juſtly, love Mercy, and walk 
eth humbly with him: For the Lord will 
ut· not account them his, who profeſs 
thizWim, and yet do wickedly ; nor thoſe 
vere © ho are Rich, and full of Violence, 
per Band ſpeak Lyes, and whoſe Tongue 
i\rcas deceitful in their Mouths : But the 
em, ord will moſt certainly judge and 
\em,Wmite them, and make them deſolate, 
iverfbecaule of their Sins; as this Prophet 
declared concerning Jeruſalem and Sa- 

maria. 

f Vet to thoſe People, in thoſe Days it 
30d, was promiſed that Chriſt ſhould come, 
and ſhould be Born in Bethlehem, E- 
phratah, though but little among the 
pro. honſands of Judah, that from thence 
d ſayſhe ſhould come; that is, to be Ru- 
© are ler in 1/racl : whoſe goings forth have 
been from of Old, from Everlaſting ; 
dful and that he ſhould be great to the 
r al$Ends of the Earth; and that he ſhould 
thaiſſbe ſmitten in the Cheek, and be their 
theſe Feace; and that his Hand ſhould be 
nt ofifted up upon his Adverſaries, and 
"ring Il his Enemies ſhould be cut off, and 
andlzthe Mountain of the Houſe of the 
> 00; Lord ſhould be eſtabliſhed in the top 
wer of the Mountains, and ſhould be ex- 
What alted 


1 
[fl 


ple ſhould flow to it, and he would 
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alted above the Hills; and the Peo-þ 


teach them of his Ways, and they 
ſhould walk in his Paths; and thai 
Nation ſhould not lift up Sword a- 
gainſt Nation, neither ſhould they, 
learn War any more: But ſhould {if 
every Man under his Vine, and uncerſ 
his Fig-tree: But thoſe then, who 
continued in their Wickedneſs, and 
were full of Violence, ſpoke Lyes, and} 
whoſe Tongues were filled with De-) 
ceit, who laid wait for Blood, and 
were for doing Evil with doth Hands} 
earneſtly, who judged for Reward,# 
and took Bribes; the beſt of whom! 
were as a Brier, and the moſt Upright 
ſharper than a Thorn Hedge; and} 
were ſuch a People, that it a Many 
walking in the Spirit of Falſhood, did) 
Lye, and ſay, I will Propheſie xnto thee 1 : 
Wine, and of ſtrong Drink, he was reacy 
to be choſen by chem for their Prof 
phet. And are there not ſome me 
them now; yet it they come to be. 
lieve, and repent of their Evils, and 
ceaſe from them, and learn the feat 
of God, which is Wiſdom, and to 
know Chriſt to teach them, and 100 
Rule in their Hearts by Faith, the 

113% 
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eo - may have the Peace he gives, and he 
uid will lift up his Hand agaiaſt their Ad- 
hey -erſaries, and all the Enemies of their 
hai own Houſe he will deſtroy, and exalt 


4g ht 
and 


Man, 
did 


» 
5 


8 


his Light and Truth in them, above 
all the Mountains of their Imagina- 
tions, and they ſhall come to walk in 


his Paths, as they live in his Fear : 
and they ſhall commit no Wickedneſs, 


nor ſpeak Lyes, nor uſe Deceit, nor 


exerciſe Violence, nor learn War: But 
Jas they live and walk in the fear of 


God, they'll Love and Serve him, and 
one another, and will ſeek the Good 
one of another, and will do juſtly to all, 
and will love Mercy, and walk humbly 


with the Lord, and will look unto 


him, and wait for the God of their 
alvatioa : And the Lord will be 
Light unto them, aud they ſhall 


bee offÞehold his Righteouſneſs, and ſay, 
edc Who is a God like unto thee, who 
Projgpardoneth Iniquity, and paſſeth by 
"like ranſgreſſions, and retaineth not his 
> be · Anger for ever, becauſe he delighteth 
anda Mercy. | 7, 
fear * | | 
d taff NA HVA the Elkoſhite, in his Nah. . 
d to Book of the Burden of his Viſion of 
theyVingveh, whole Abominations were 
ma... A ea, 


'F 


the Sword ſhould cut her off. 
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-preat, and who had multiplied het 
W horedoms as a well-favour'd Hat. 
lot, and became (not regarding ti 
Fear of the Lord) the Miſtreſs of; 
Witchcrafts, who had Sold Nation 
thro' her Whoredoms, and Families 
thro' Witchcrafts. | 
This Prophet propheſied, that th: 
Lord of Hoſts would lay her waſt ; and 
that the Fire ſhould devour her, and# 


— , 


Let all therefore, who know the 
Fear of God, live in it: And all who 
have, by departing from the fear of) 
the Lord, gone into Evil, return; 
or the Lord, the God of Hoſts, who? 
changeth not, who is mighty in 
Power, and ſtrong to execute Judg-3 
ment, will revenge in Fury, and} 
take Vengeance of his Adverſaries, 
and Execute his Wrath upon his E. 
nemies, who fear not him: And Woe! 
will be unto them, for the Lord wi 
be againſt them, and ſet them as 1 
gazing-ſtockx: And though they are 
Aerchant: or Nobles, the Lord will 
briag them to the Duſt, as he did 
thoſe of Nineveh for their Wickedneſ: 
and diſregard to Him, and to his Far; 
for he is higher than the 3 ol: 

them, 


ö 
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them, and if they fear not him, and 
. work Righteouſneſs, he will reject 
and puniſh them, and if they live and 
die in their Sins, they ſhall never 
live with him, but for ever be Ex- 
je: cluded his Kingdom, and have their 
Portion in utter Darkneſs, where 


there ſhall be Weeping, and gnafhing 
of Teeth. 


HAB AKK OUR the Prophet of 
the Lord, was one that Propheſied a- 
gainſt the Children of Iſrael, who 
were departed from the Fear of God, 
that the Lord would raiſe the Cal- 
# deans, that bitter and haſty Nation, 
in to poſſeſs the dwelling places that 
were not theirs, whoſe Horſes he ſaith Hab · 1. 
are ſwifter than the Leopards, and more 
fierce than the Evening Wolves, and that 
| they ſhould ſcoff at the Kings, and that ver. 19; 
the Princes ſhould be a ſcorn to them, for 
they devoured them that were more Righ- 
teous than themſelves, And this Holy ver. 11. 
Prophet fearing God, and having a 
due regard to him, did watch to ſee 
what the Lord would ſay to, or in him; 
and the Lord bid him write the Viſion, 
and make it plain, that he may run wha 
readeth it, and told him it ſhould ſurely. 
| I 2 come. 


Ver. rs. ſaying, Woe to him that ſaith to the 
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come. And he Propheſied alſo a. 
gainſt the unſatiable Covetouſneſs and 
Cruelty of the Chaldeans, ſaying, Be- 
hold his Soul that is lifted up, is not up- 
right in him, but the juſt ſhall Live h) 
Faith, | | 
And becauſe the Chaldeans tranſ. 
greſſed by Wine, and were Proud, he 
ver. 6. pronounced Wo to him that encreaſeth 
that which is not his, and to him that Co. 

ver. 9. veteth an evil Covetouſneſs to his Houſe, © 
that he might ſet his Neſt on High. | 

And he alſo pronounced, Woe t 

him that Builded a Town with Blood, and, 

ver. 12, Eſtabliſhed a City by Iniquity, and that 
gave his Neighbour Drink, and put the 
Bottle to him, and made him Drunken: - 

ver. 13. And he Cried againſt their Idolatry, 


ver. 4. 


19 


3 


Mood awake, and to the dumb Stone ariſe, 

ver. v. and called all the Earth ta keep ſilence 
before the Lord in his holy Temple; 

and prayed that God in the midſt of bu 

. wrath would remember mercy ; and he ſets 

Ch. 3.1, forth the Greatneſs and Majeſty oi i 
God, and recounts his wonderful | 

ver, 16. Works, and declares, bis Lips qui- 
vered, and he trembled in himſelf that 

be might reſt in the day of trouble, 
knowing the Lord would certainly | 
puniſh 


=: 
and 


Be: were Drunken,andCovetous,orBloody 


N up- # 
* 


did neither truſt in nor regard him 


anl- 
, he 
ſeth 
O- 


uſe, | 


10 
40 


and 


that 


the 


ence 


le; 


© bis 
ſets 


OL 
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Puniſh the People who feared him 
not, hut were found in Pride, and 


and Idolatrous, and lived in Iniquity 
and Tranſgreſſion againſt God, and 


who provided for them, and gave 
them all the good things they enjoyed; 
which diſregardful Condition, thoſe 
who have no regard to the fear of 
God, are generally found in; which 
many times provokes the Lord to de- 
prive them thereof, that they might 
be brought to Fear and Truſt in the 
Lord, as this Holy Prophet declared 


"the he would do; ſaying, Altho' the Fig- Ver. 17, 
en: 2 Tree 
try, 5 
the 


riſe, 2 


efſhould not Bloſſom, neither ſhall 
Fruit be in the Vines, the Labour of the 
Olive ſhall fail, and the Fields ſhould 
ſhould be cut 
off from the Fold, and there ſhall be no 


Herd in the Stall,=Yet J will rejoyce in Ver. 18. 


the Lord, I will joy in the God of my 
Salvation. 

And all who would attain unto 
this Happy aud Comfortable State, 
wherein, whatever they meet with, 
they muſt not repine, nor diſtruſt ; 
they muſt truly Love, Fear and Truſt 
in God, as this Holy Prophet did, and 

HD If then 
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ch. 3. then they may rejoyce in the Lord, and 
_ joy in the God of their Salvation; and 

know the Lord God to be their ſtrength, 
and to make their feet, like Hinds feet, 
and to walk upon High places. 6 


Zeph. 1. ZEPHENIAH the Prophet, 
was the Son of Cuſhi, &c. the Son of | 
Hi kiah, in the days of Joſiah the Son 
of Ammon King of Fudab. ; 
The word of the Lord came to | 
him, and he Propheſicd againſt Judah, 
ver. 2. That the Lord would utterly conſume al 
things from off the Land, and ſtretch out 
ver. 4. his hand upon Judah, and all the Inhabi- 
rants of Jeruſalem, and I will cut off the 
Remnant of Baal from this place, and the 
Name of the Chemarims (or Black- 
Coats) with the Prieſts, and thoſe that 
worſhipped the Hoſt of Heaven, and that 
Swear by the Lord, and were turned 
from him, and departed from his fear, 

ver. 12. and that he would ſearch Jeruſalem 
with Candles, and puniſh the Men that 
were ſetled on their Lees, and that ſaid 

in their Hearts, the Lord would not do 
Zeph. 2. good, neither would he do Evil. And be 
Exhorted all the Meek of the Earth, who 
had wrought his Judgment, to ſeek? 
Righteonſne s and Meekneſs, oy * 
g them 


pa —_ 


he 
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them it may be ye ſhall be hid in the 

day of the Lord's Anger. But he de- ö 
clared Gaza ſhould be forſaken, and Ver. 4. 


Aſblelon a Deſolation, and Ekron ſbould 
be rooted out; and pronounced Woe to 
* rhe Inhabitants of the Coaſts and Nation 


ver. $4 


of the Cherethites ;, declaring the word 
of the Lord was againſt them, (for 
they Fgared notithe Lord) and againſt 
the Land of the Philiſtines, and ſaid the 
Lord remembred the Reproach of Moab, ver. 5: 

and the Revilings of the Children of Am- 


mon, whereby they had Reproached his 


People, and magnified themſelves againſt 
their Brother, and told them the Lord | 
would be terrible to them, for he would er. kr. 
famiſh all the Gods of the Earth, and 
that Men ſhould Vorſhip him every one 
from his place, even all the Iſles of the 
Heathen, and that the Athiopians ſhould 
be ſlain by the Sword; and that he would 
deſtroy Aſſyria, and make Nineveb a 
Deſolation,who dwelt careleſly,i.e. and out ver, 15, 
of the fear of God; and ſaid in her heart 
J am, and there is none beſides me. 

This Prophet alſo Cried Woe to the 
filthy polluted and oppreſſing City, ch. 3.2. 
who obeyed not the voice of the Lord, ſhe 
received not Correction, and truſted not 
in the Lord, and drew not near to her 

I 4 God, . 


af vet. 3 


ver, 5. 


ver. 8. 
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God, nor regarded his Fear, whoſe 
Princes were roaring Lyons, and her 
Judges Evening Wolves, and her Pro- 
phets Light and Treacherous Perſons, and 
her Prieſts polluted the Sanctuary, and 
did violence to the Law. And alto 
the juſt Lord will do na Iniquity, yet 
every Morning he brings his Fudgments 
to Light, and faileth not, yet the unjuſt 
knoweth no ſhame; for tho" their Ini- 
quity is not hid, and their unrighteouſ- 
neſs is diſcovered by the Light, and they 
are Convicted by the Spirit of God in their 
Hearts, yet they not Fearing nor Re- 
garding the Lord, nor his Light and 
Spirit, they go on ſhameleſly in their 
Evil ways, *till the Lord cuts them 
off, for ſurely thou wilt fear me, 
ſaid the Lord to Jeruſalem, thou wilt 
receive Inſtruction, ſo their dwelling might 
not be cut off. However when they 
did not, the Lord puniſhed them, but 
they roſe early, and corrupted all 
their doings; therefore the Deter mi- 


nation was to pour upon them his Indig- | 


nation, even all his fierce Anger, and 

devour them with the Fire of his Jea- 

louſie. | 

By which it's manifeſt how the 

Wicked and Unrighteous People, 
whether 
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whether Princes, Prophets, or Prieſts, 
or what other Name they bear, who 
Rebell againſt the Light and Spirit of 
the Lord, and live not in his Fear, 
juſtly incur the Wrath of God upon 
them, and are the cauſe of their own 
Deſtrudtion; from which neither 
Name, Riches, Dignity, or High Ti- 
tles can defend them But if thoſe 
who have been Wicked, turn there- 
from, and Fear God, and wait upon 
him, the Lord will Bleſs them, and 
will give a pure Language to them, 
and they ſhall come every Man to 
ſpeak. the Truth to his Neighbor, 
and call upon the Name of the Lord, 
and ferve him with one Conſent, and 


not be aſhamed for all their doings, for 


the Lord will take away them who re- 
joyce in their Pride, and they ſhall no 
more be haughty, becauſe of my Holy 


Mountain, and the afflicted and poor People ex. . 


they ſhall truſt in the Name of the Lord, 
and the Remant of Iſrael, the true Seed, 
ſhall not do Iniquity, nor ſpeak Lyes, 
neither ſhall a deceitſul Tongue be found 
in their mouth; for as they Fear God, 
they ſhall feed and lie down, and 
none ſhall make them afraid: But the 

I's Seed 


( 202 ) 
Seed of Evil doers, who Fear not 
God, and the. Hypocrites ſhall never 
be renowned, but fearfulneſs ſhall 
ſurprize them, for they are Workers 
of Iniquity, and ſpeak Lyes, and uſe 
a deceitful Tongue in their mouths, 
and feed upon that which is forbid- 
den, and corrupts and defiles them. 
But the Children of Feruſalem that is 
from above, and is the Mother of the 
true-born Children, who Love and 
Live in the Fear of God, they ſhall 
Sing and Shout, be Glad and Kejoyce 
with all their heart, they ſhall ſee no 
Evil any more, for the Lord is in the 
midſt of them; and it ſhall be ſaid to 
them fear not, and to Zion, let not thy 
band be ſlack, for the Lord their God is 
in the midſt of them, who is mighty, 
and will ſave them, and rejoyce over 
them with Foy; he will reſt in his Love, 
and Joy over them with Singing; and 
he will gather them that are Sorrowful, 


and will undoe all that afflict them, and 
fave them that halt, and gather them | 
that are driven out, and will get them 


Praiſe and Fame in every Land, where 
they have been put to Shame;and will make 
them who Love and Fear him, a Name 


and 4 Praiſe among all People of the | 
Earth, | 
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Earth. And as this Holy Prophet 
Zephaniah Propheſied many hundred 
Years ago; the Lord, with whom a 
thouſand Years are as one day, hath 


began to fulfill in this day, and hath 


and will yet more and more make 
them who Love, Fear and Serve him in 
Sincerity and Truth,. Living and Ex- 


perimental Witneſſes thereof, unto 


their unſpeakable Comfort, and Ever- 
laſting Joy, for which they do and 
will return Holy and Living Praiſe, 
Humble and Hearty Thankſgiving 


unto him, who is glorious in Holineſs, - 


and fearful in Praiſe, and wonderful 

in working, who was, and is, and is 

to come; being from Everlaſting, to 

Everlaſting, Bleſſed, and Glorihed, 

_— Exalted over all, for Ever, and 
ver. 


HAGG Al the Prophet, unto 


whom the word of the Lord came in 
the 6th Month, and in the 1ſt day 


of the Month, in the 2d Year of Da- 
rius the King, he Propheſied unto Ze- 
| rubbabeil the Son of Shealtiel, Gover- 
nour of Fudah, and to Feſhua the Son 


of Foſedech the High-Prieſt, about 


the time the Houle of the Lord was — 
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be Built in Feruſalem, ſaying, Con- 
ſider your ways, ſaith the Lord of 
Hoſts, go up to the Mountain, and 
bring Wood, Build the Houſe, and I 
will take pleaſure in it, and will be 
glorified. And Zerubbabel, Shelatiel, 
and Foſhna, with all the Remnant of 
the People, obey'd the Voice of the 
Lord their God, and the words of 
the Prophet Haggai, and did fear be- 
fore the Lord; then ſpake Haggai the 
Lord's Meſſenger, in the Lord's Meſ- 
fage unto the People, ſaying, I am 
with you, ſaith the Lord. By which 
it's evident the Lord is and will be 
with them who Fear and Obey him 
and they did in that day work in the 
Houſe. of the Lord of Hoſts, their 
God; and he bid them be ſtrong, and 
work, for I am with you, ſaith the Lord 
of Hoſts, my Spirit remaineth with you, 


fear not. 


And the Prophet told them in the 


Name of the Lord, that the deſire of 


all Nations ſhall come. So they were 
Encouraged in the Promiſe of Chriſt 
the Meſſiah, and that the Glory of 
the latter Houſe ſhould be greater 
than of the former, and the Lord 
promiſed he would give peace. .. 

| that 
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that by the Prophecy of this Prophet, 
of the People were Encouraged to Build 
d the Houle of the Lord; and by hark- 8 
I Þ ening to him, they came to fear and 
e | obey theLord,and were bleſſed of him, 
„ | as all who do are, and will be for 
ff | ever, if they live in obedience unto 
e | the Lord, and abide in his Fear. 


f | Therefore let all be moſt heartily 
- | and ſincerely Concerned ſo to do, 
e | whilſt they Live in this World, that 
they may be Happy for ever, in that 
: which 1s to come. 

-  ZECH ARI AH, the Son of Ba- 
3 | rachiah, the Son of Iddo the Prophet, 
> | is another Prophet, unto whom, in 


the 8th Month, in the 2d Year of Da- I 
rvrius, the word of the Lord came, = 
| | ſaying, The Lord hath been fore diſ- 
| pleaſed with the Fathers of the Chil- 
dren of 7/-ael, becauſe they were de- 
parted from the Fear of God; there- 
fore ſaid he unto them, Thus ſaith the ch. 1.3. 
Lord of Hoſts; Turn ye unto me, ſaith 
the Lord of Hoſts, and I will turn unto 
you, Be ye not as your Fathers, unto 
whom the former Prophets cryed, ſaying, 
thus faith the Lord of Hoſts, Turn you 
from your evil ways, and from your evil 
| doings, 
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doings; but they would not hearken un- 
to the Lord, being departed from his 
Holy Fear, and he dealt with them 
according to their ways; for they 
were many of them 70 Years in Ca p- 
tivity, and the Lord had Indignation 
againſt the Cities of Feruſalem, and 


. Judah; And he was alſo very ſore diſ- 


pleaſed with the Heathen that were at 


eaſe, and that helped forward the Aﬀii» 


tion of Iſrael —But upon the Fews 
Return to him, and to his fear, he 
returned unto Jeruſalem his Mercies, 
and ſaid by this Prophet, his Houſe 
ſhould be built in it, and that his Ci- 
ties through Proſperity ſhould yet be 
ſpread abroad, and the Lord would 


yet Comfort Sion, and chooſe Jeruſalem, 


and that it ſhould be Inhabited, as Towns 
without Walls for the multitude of Men 
and Cattle therein, and that the Lord 
would be to her as a Wall of Fire round 
about, and would be the Glory in the 
midſt of her, and that he would dwell in 
the midſt of her, and Inherit Judah. 
Here's Encouragement to all to Fear 
God. And he Propheſied alſo of 
Chriſt, under the Name of God's Ser- 
vant the Branch; and ſhewed by a 
flying Roll, that a Curſe went forth 

Over 


(207) 


over the face of the whole Earth, by 
which, every one that Stealeth, and 
Sweareth, ſhould be cut off. And he 
ſhewed by the Similitude of an Epha, 
and a Woman ſitting in the midſt, 
how Wickedneſs had gone forth into 
all the Earth, and that it ſhould be 
removed, and by other Similitudes : 
He ſhew'd by ſeveral Vifions how the 
Lord would be with the Jews, upon 
their Return to him, and to his fear, 
and he encouraged them in Building 
of the Temple, if they would dili- 
gently obey the Voice of the Lord. 
And when thoſe who were ſtill in 
Captivity, in the 4th Year of King 
Darius, ſent unto the Houſe of God 
in Jeruſalem, Sherezer, and Regem- 
meleck, and their Men to Pray before 
the Lord; the word of the Lord 
came to Zechariah this Prophet, and 
he Reproved their Faſts in the 5th 
and 7th Month, which they had ap- 


pointed in the Captivity, ſaying in 


the word of the Lord, Execute true 
Judgment, and ſhew Mercy and Com- 
paſſiun every Man to his Brother, and 
oppreſs not the Widow, nor the Fatherleſs, 
the Stranger, nor the Poor; and let none 


of 
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of you imagine Evil againſt bis Brother 
in your heart. 888 

By which, Two things are very 
Obſervable. 1ſt, That thoſe Faſts 
that are not of God's Appointing, 
tho? under pretence of Service or Re- 
gard to him, are rejected by him; 
tho' they Cry, or Pray, the Lord 
will not hear them. 0 

24ly, Thoſe that appoint ſuch Faſts 
now without his Command, and out 
of his fear, and negle& to Execute 
Judgment, or to ſhew Mercy and 
Compaſſion to their Brethren, and 
oppreſs the Widow and the Father- 
leſs, the Stranger, and the Poor, and do 
not only imagine evil in their Hearts 


azainſt their Brethren; but Abuſe li 


and Proſecute, or are Angry with 


thoſe who Teſtifie againſt them, and Þ; 


for Conſcience ſake towards Almighty 
God, 'and with due regard to him,and 
to his fear, can't own and comply with 
their Appointed Faſts, and pretended 
Mourning, they'll now ſmite with 


the Fiſts of Wickedneſs, and Revile | 


and Reproach them, as many have in 
this Day and Age, the more's the 


pitty, and greater the blame, and || 


ſhame, conſidering they eſteem them- 
ſelves 
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r ſelves Chriſtians, and yet are found 
in the Practices of the degenerate 
and Apoſtatiz'd Fews of old; there- 
ts fore as the Prophet then ſaid, it is 
7, Jcome (and will come) to paſs (upon 
- ſuch) that as the Lord cried, and they 
5 would not hear, ſaith the Lord of Hoſts, 
d they ſhall cry, and J will not hear. 
Oh! Let this be ſeriouſly Conſi- 
s Idered, both by thoſe who Appoint 
t ſuch Faſts, and them who cannot 
comply with them, but are concerned 
d to Teſtifie againſt them. That the 
d Lt may avoid this Evil, and that the 
- Fother may not decline or be diſcou- 
o raged in their Teſtimony for God a- 
s Igainſt ſuch Faſting and Mourning, but 
e live in the fear of God, that they 
1 
] 
1 
| 
| 


may be preſerved out of the Evil of 
joyning with or Countenancing fuch 

Evil Doers. 
But to return to what this Prophet 
farther ſaith, For Zion the Church of 
God, and Jeruſalem in the midſt 
'of which God dwelleth, is a City of 
Truth, the Mountain of the Lord of 
_ F Hoſts, the Holy Mountain; and theſe 
Fare the things that they ſhall do that 
fear God, and the Inhabitants of the 
City he dwells in, they ſhall /peak 
every 
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Chap. 8. very Man the Truth to his Neighbour to 
A4 nd execute the Tudgment of Truth andſ he 


Mal. 1. 
4 


Peace, and none of them will imagine 
Evil in his heart againſt his Neighbour, 
nor love any Oaths; for all theſe are 
things that God hates, and thoſe who 
Live in his fear, avoid. And there- 
fore it's earneſtly deſired, and i; 
the whole drift of this Treatiſe, 
ro Excite all by the Example of the 
Ancients, the Benefits they received, 
and the Bleſſings that are Promiſed, 
to Mind, Love and Live in the Holy 
fear of God, and not to depart from 
it all their days; for then che Lori 
will be their God, and will hear them. 


MAL ACHI is another, and the 
laſt of the Holy Prophets, who Pro- 
pheſied to If-aet in the word of the 
Lord, He loved them, as he certainly 
did, whilſt they lived in his Feat, 
and kept his Commandments ; and he 
hated Eſau when he was wicked, and 
laid his Mountain waſte, and ſaid, 
they ſhall be called the Border of wic bed. 
neſs, and the People againſt whom: thi 
Lord hath Indignation for ever: But 
Iſrael he ſaid, the Lord would be May 
nified from the Border of Iſrael. Bul 

to 
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to the Prieſts who deſpiſed his Name; 

he ſaid, 4 Son Honoureth his Father, Vet. 6: 
and a Servant his Maſter : If then I be Mal, 1. 
4 Father, where is my Honour? If I be®© 

a Maſter, where is my Fear? ſaith the 

Lord of Hoſts unto you, O Prieſts that 
deſpiſe my Name. And he further 

faith in the word of the Lord: If ye Mal-2.2 
will not hear, and if ye will not lay it to 

heart, and pive Glory to my Name, 
ſaith the Lord of Hoſts, I will ſend a 

Curſe upon you, and I will Curſe your 
Bleſſings. — And 1 will ſpread Dung upon ver. 3. 
your Faces, even the Dung of your Solemn 
Feaſts; altho* the Lord's Covenant of ver. 4. 
Life and Peace was with Levi, and 

he gave them to him, for the fear 
wherewith he feared him, and waiver. 3. 
afraid before his Name, and the Law of 
Truth was in hs Mouth, and Iniquity 

was not found in his Lips, but he walked 

with God, in Peace and Equity, and did 

turn many from Iniquity; —Yet when ver. 8. 
they departed out of the way, and cau- 

ſed many to ſtumble, and corrupted that 
Covenant of Levi, then the Lord made 
them Contemptible, when they kept not ver. 3. 
his ways, but were partial in the Lam, 

and Judah dealt Treacherouſly, and Abo- 
mination was committed in 1jracl _ 

0 ˖ 0? 


C2123 | 


rer. 13. tho? they covered the Altar of the Loriſ** 


with Tears, with Weeping, and with Ker 
Crying, yet the Lord regarded not their” 
Offerings, tho” they wearied him with phat 


ver. 17. their words, and ſaid, every one that: P 


Mal. 3- {end his Meſſenger ſee Mal. 3. and when 


Vere 


rer. 


5. departed from his feat, Then ſaid the, 


TIES is good in the ſight of t 475 
He then Proclaimed that he would 


lſe 


Wit 


the Meſſengtr had accompliſhed the Work, 
he was ſent for, and purified the Sons «fff 
Levi, then the Offerings of Judah and 
Feruſalem ſhould be pleaſant unto tbe I. 
Lord, as in the days of Old, before they 


Lord, I will come near to you, and bt 
a ſwift Witneſs againſt the Sorcerer, 
and againſt the Adulterers, and againſt 
the falſe Swearers, and againſt thoſe 
that Oppreſs the Hireling in his Wages, 
the Widow, and the Fatherleſs, and that 
turn away the Stranger from his right, of 
and FeAL not me, ſaith the Lord of th 


4. Hoſts. And tho? they have ſaid, it A 


is vain to ſerve God, and called the Na 


* 15: Proud happy, and they that wrought in 


Wickedneſs were ſet up, and they that th 


16. Tempted God, were delivered. Vet this fa 


Prophet ſaid, they that feared the Lord, A 
ſpoke often one to another, and the Lord te 
hearkened, 
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Jeartened, and heard, and a Book of 
Remembrance was written before him, 

„Ir them that ferated the Lord, and ver. 5. 
that thought upon his Name, and he ſaid 

they ſhall be mine in that day when 1 

male up my Jewels, and I will ſpare 

hem as a Man that ſpareth his Son that | 
erveth him. — Then ſhall ye return and ver. 18. 
liſcern between the Righteous, and the 
Wicked, between him that ſerveth God, 

md him that ſerveth him not; and all 

the Proud, and all that do wickedly, 

all be burnt up, ſaith the Lord of Hoſts. | 
But to them that fear bis Name, ſhall the cy 4 
in of Righteouſneſs ariſe, with healing 

in his Wings, and ye ſhall go forth, 

and .grow up as Calves in the ſtall, 

Oh! how Excellent is the fear of 
God, and how Happy are they that 
return thereto, and live therein, of 
„what Rank or Degree ſoever they are 
„Jof, and what Place or Station ſoever 
FIchey are in, it's the only thing that 
+ qualifies them to diſcharge their Place, 
and perform their Duty, with Honour 
in Wiſdom, Peace and Comfort, whe- 
ther they are Governours, or Governed, 
for it's therein the Rulers are to Rule, 

and the Ruled ought to live, and are 
taught to ſubject themſelves; it's 
J 


thereby, 
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thereby, that Parents, and Maſtersha 


and Miſtreſſes of Families are endued 
with Wiſdom to Govern their Affairs 
and Families with Diſcretion, and to 
diſcharge their Places towards their 
Servants, in Sincerity and Truth; 
and to Nurture and Train up their 
Children in the Feat and Admoni- 
tion of the Lord, and in the way it 
which they ſhould walk. 

And as the fear of the Lord i: 
minded, and always lived in by Se- 
wants, and Children, they'll be Tru, 
Faithful, Obedient, and Bleſſed of God 
and be preſerved from Eye-Servict 
Purloining, Unfaithfulneſs, Stubbornneſ; 


 High-mindedneſs, and Diſobedience. 


And thoſe who fear not God, 2 


they come to mind, receive, believe 
in and obey the Spirit of God, and 


learn of his Grace, that is come b. 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the Meſſenge 
of the Covenant, who appears in thei 
Heart, to Convince them of their Sin 
and to Reprove them of their Evi 
Deeds, and to Teach them to den 
them, Oh! that all may be thu 
Taught (before the Coming of th 
Dreadful Day of the Lord) then the 
Chough ſuch). Fathers whoſe Hans 

ave 


ſac 
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rs have been againſt their Children, or 
edlſuch Children whoſe Hearts have 
Is been againſt their Fathers, ſhall know 
do the Lord, to turn the Hearts of the 
er Fathers, to the Children, and the Hearts 
n;of the Children to their Fathers, and 
elteſcape the Curle the Lord will ſmite 
ni the Earth with; and Everlaſting Fire 
in in the World to come. 
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„* 


— 
— 


et 


A CoLLECTI1ON out of the 
Apocrypha, of ſome Excellent 
Sayings, Concerning the Fear 
of the Lord. 


Jo Excite all to Learn, Love, and 
Live therein. Recommended in 
Love to all who deſire to be truly 
Wiſe, and to have God's Favour 
and Bleſſing ; which' muſt be 
grantea, is the greateſt Happineſs 
Man can enjoy; and therefore 
ought to be diligently ſought, that 
it may be obtained by every one. 
Tobit 
4.556. P God, and to be mindful of the 
Lord their God all their days; 


and not let their Wills be ſet to Sin, 
nor to tranſgreſs his Commandments, 
but do uprightly all their Lives long, 
and to follow the ways of Upright- 
neſs ; for if any deal truly, their 
doing ſhall proſperouſly ſuceed to 

them, 


OOR and Rich ought to fear 
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them, and to all that do juſtly, whe- 


ther they are Poor, or Rich, as Tobit 
ſaid to his Son. Fear not, my Son, that we v, 21. 
are made Poor; for thow haſt much 
Wealth, if thou Feat God, and depare 
from All Sin, and do that which is plea- 
ſing in his ſight. Oh! that all may do 
as Tobias {aid to his Father; I will 
do all things which thou haſt Com- 
manded me; that they may, as Tobit, 
increaſe in the Fear of the Lord God, and T obit 
praife him; and that all Nations may 1 . 2. 
turn, and Fear the Lord God truly, and 4 
bury their Idols, and keep the Command: yy, 6. 
ments, and ſhew themſelves merciful and 
jaſt, that it may go well with them, 4 v. 9. 
it will with all them that fear God. 

The Great and Holy One, of whom 
it's ſaid, There is one greatly to be Eclef. 
feared, the Lord Sitting upon his 1. 8. 
Throne, whoſe Fear is Honour,and Glory, 
and Gladneſs,and a Crown of Rejoycing, v. 11, 
and maketh a merry heart, and giveth 
joy and gladneſs, and a Long Life. And v. 12. 
whoſoever Fearet the Lord, it ſhall go v. 13. 


| well with him at the laſt, and he ſhall 


find favour at the day of his Death. v. 14, 
To fear the Lord, is the beginning 
of Wiſdom, and it was Created with 
the Faithful in the Womb, * 
K To 
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v. 16. To Fear the Lord, is the fulneſs of 
Wiſdom, and filleth Men with her 

| Fruits. | 

v.17. She filleth all her Houſe with things 
deſireable, and the Garners with her 
encreaſe. 

2. 18. The Fear of the Lord is a Crown 
of Wiſdom, making Peace and perfect 
Health to Houriſh, both which are the 
gifts of God; and it enlargeth their 
rejoycing, that Love him. 

v. 20. The Root of Wiſdom is the fear 
of the Lord, and the Branches there- 

of, are long Life. 

v.21, The Fear of the Lord driveth a- 
way Sins, and where it is preſent, it 
turneth away Wrath. 

2. 27. The Fear of the Lord is Wiſdom, 
and Inſtruction, and Faith and Meek- 

nuieſs are his delight. 

9.28. Diſtruſt not the Fear of the Lord, 

when thou art Poor, and come not 
unto him with a double Heart. 

9. 30. Exalt not thy ſelf, leſt thou Fal, 
and bring diſhonour upon thy Soul, 

and ſo God diſcovers thy Secrets, 

and caſt thee down in the midſt of 
the Congregation, becauſe thou co 
meſt not in Truth to the fear bf the 

Lozd, but thy heart 1s full of De- 

ceit. ve 
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Ye that fear the Lord, wait for his Ecleſ. 
Mercy, and go not aſide leſt ye fall. 2,7. 

Ye that fear the Lord, believe him, v. 8. 
and your Reward ſhall not fail. 

Ye that fear the Lord, hope for v. g, 
good, and for everlaſting Joy and 
Mercy. 

Look at the Generation of old, . 10. 
and ſee, did ever any truſt in the | 
Lord, and was confounded? or did 
any abide in his fear, and was forſa- 
ken? or whom did he ever deſpiſe, 
that called upon him? | 

For the Lord is full of Compaſſion, „ 11. 
and Mercy, long Suffering, and very 
pitiful, and forgiveth Sins, and ſa- 
veth in time of A ffliction. 

They that fear the Lord, will not 
diſobey his word, and they that love 
him, will keep his ways. | 

They that fear the Lord, will feek,, 16. 
that which is well-pleaſing to. him, 
and they that love him, ſhall be filled 
with the Law. 

They that fear the Lord, will pre- v. 17. 
pare their Hearts, and humble their 
Souls ia his fight. 

Saying, we will fall into the hands y, 18. 
of the Lord, not into the hands of 
Men, for as is his Majeſty, ſo is his 
Mercy. KR 2 | 


9. 15. 
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Ecleſ. A faithful Friend is the Medicine of 


v. 16. Life, and they that fear the Lord, 
l | ſball find him. 


v. 17. Whoſoever feareth the Lord, ſhall 


direct his Friendſhip aright : for as he 
y is, ſo ſhall his Neighbour be alſo. 
9. 16. And let juſt Men eat and drink with 
thee, and let thy glorying be in the 
fear of the Lord. 
10. They that fear the Lord, are ſure 
19. Seed, and they that love him, an ho- 
nourable Plant: they that regard not 
the Law [or Truth] are a diſhonour- 
able Seed; and they that tranſgreſ; 
n are a deceiveable 
Seed. | 
2. 20. Among Brethren, he that is Chief, 
is Honourable, ſo are they that fear 
the Lord in his Eyes. 
. 21, The fear of the Lord goeth before 
the obtaining of Authority: but 
1 roughneſs and pride is the loſing 
I thereof. 
9 For whether he be Rich, Noble, or 
Poor, their glory is in the fear of the 
Lord. | 
v. 24, Great Men and Judges, and Poten- 
tates ſhall be honoured, yet is there 
none of them greater than he that 
feareth the Lord. 


Y. 22. 


He 


ff 


1] 
He that feareth the Lord, will do Ecleſ. 
good, and he that hath knowledge of 1 5. 


the Law, ſhall obtain her. - I 


And as a Mother ſhall ſhe meet v. 2. 
him, and receive him as a Wite mar- 


ried of a Virgin. 


With the Bread of Underſtanding v. 3. 
ſhall ſhe feed him, and give the Wa- 
ter of Wiſdom to drink. 

He ſhall be ſtay'd upon her, and v. 4. 
ſhall not be moved, and ſhall rely 
upon her, and not be confounded. 

She ſhall Exalt him above his v. 5. 
Neighbours, and in the midſt of the 
Congregation' ſhall ſhe open his 
mouch. . | 
He ſhall find Joy, and a Crown of v. 6. 
Gladneſs, and ſhe ſhall cauſe him to 
laherit an everlaſting Name. 

But Fooliſh Men ſhall not attain v. 7. 
py her, and Sinners ſhall not ſee 

er. 

For ſhe is far from Pride, and Men v. 8. 
* are Lyars, cannot remember 

er. 

[But] the Lord hateth all Abomi- v. 13> 
nation, and they that fear God, love 
it not. | 

The Lord's Eyes are upon them v. 19 
that fear him, and he knoweth every 
work of Man. K 3 He 
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v. 20. Fe hath Commanded no Man to do 
wickedly, neither hath he given any 
Man Licenſe to Sin. 

C. 16. Deſire not a multitude of unpro- 

v. I. fitable Children, neither delight in 
ungodly Sons. 

v. 2. Though they multiply, rejoyce not 
in them, except the fear of the Lord 
be with them. 

C. 18. A Wiſe Man will fear in every 

v. 27. thing, and in the day of Sinning, he 
will beware of offence, but a Fool 

will not obſerve time. 

C. 19. The fear of the Lord is the firſt 

v. 18. ſtep to be accepted of him, and Wiſ- 

dom obtaineth his Love. 

v. 20. The fear of the Lord is all Wiſ⸗ 
dom, and in all Wiſdom is the per- 
formance of the Law, and the know- 
ledge of his Omnipotency. 

v. 24. He that hath ſmall Underſtanding, 
and feareth God, is better than one 
that hath much Wiſdom, and Tran!- 
greſſeth the Law of the moſt High. 

C.21. He that hateth to be Reproved, is 

v. 6. in the way of Sinners, but he thai 
feareth the Lord, will repent from 
his heart. 

v.11. He that keepeth the Law of the 

Lord, getteth the underſtanding wag” 

0), 
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ot, and the perfection of the fear of 
the Lord, is Wiſdom. 


A Man that breaketh Wedlock, Ecleſ. 
ſaying thus in his Heart, who ſeeth 23. v. 
me, 1 am compaſſed about with Dark- 18. fo 
neſs, the Walls cover me, and no 28. 


body ſeeth me; what need I to fear, 
the moſt High will not remember my 
Sins. 

Such a Man only feareth the Eyes 
of Men, and knoweth not that the 
Eyes of the Lord are ten thouſand 
times higher than the Sun, beholding 
all the ways of Men, and conſidering 
the moſt ſecret Paths. He knoweth 
all things, e're ever they were Cre- 
ated; ſo alſo after they were per- 
fected, he looked upon them all. 
This Man ſhalt be puniſhed in the 
Streets of the City, and where he 
ſuſpeteth not, he ſhall be taken. 
Thus ſhall it go with the Wife that 
leaveth her Husband, and bringeth 
in an Heir by another. For firſt ſhe 
hath diſobeyed the Law of the moſt 
High; and ſecondly, ſhe hath Treſ- 
paſſed againſt her own Hu>band ; and 
thirdly, ſhe hath played the Whore 
in Adultery, and brought Children 
by another Man; ſhe ſhall be brought 

R 4 into 
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into the Congregation, and Inquiſi. | 


tion ſhall be made of her Children, 
Her Children ſhall not take Root, and 
her Branches ſhall bring forth no 
Fruit : She ſhall leave her memory to 
be Curſed, and her Reproach ſhall 
not be blotted out. And they that 
remain, ſhall know there ſhall be no- 
thing better than the Fear of the 


Lozd, and that there is nothing - 


ſweeter, than to take heed unto the 


Commandments of the Lozd. It. 


is great glory to follow the Lord, 
__ to be received of him, is long 
Life. | 


Much Experience is the Crown of 


F Old Men, and the fear of the Lord is 


their Glory. 

„ Oh! how great is he that findeth 
Wiſdom, yet is there none above 
him that feaveth the Lozd. 

But the Love of the Lord paſſeth 
all things for Illumination; he that 
holdeth it, whereto ſhall he be li- 
kened. . 
The Fear of the Lord, is the be- 
ginning of his Love; and Faith is 
the beginning of cleaving unto him. 
3 


a 4 
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„ 
A Good Wife, is a good Portion, C. 26. 


which ſhall be given in the Portion of v. 3. 


them that Fear the Loꝛd. 

A Wicked Woman, is given as a v. 23. 
Portion to a Wicked Man; but a 
Godly Woman is given unto him 
that feareth the Lozd. | 

But unleſs a Man hold himſelf di- C. 27. 
ligently in the fear of the Lozd, his v. 3. 
Houſe ſhall ſoon be overthrown. 

[But if he keep therein, he ſhalt be C. 28. 
preſerved] and the Evil Tongue ſhall v. 22. 
not rule over them that fear God, 1 
neither ſhall they be burat with the 
flame thereof. Y 

They that fear the Lozd, will re- C. 32 
ceive his Diſcipline, and they that v. 14. 
ſeek aim early, ſhall find him. = 

Yea, they that fear the Lo2d, ſhall v. 16. 
find Judgment, and ſhall kindle Ju- 7 
ſtice as a Light. | * 

There ſhall no Evil happen to him C. 333 
that feareth the Lozd, but in Temp- v. 1 
tation even again he will deliver 
him. | 1 
The Spirit of thoſe that fear the C. 342 
L 92d, ſhall live, for their Hope is in v. 13. 
bim that Saveth them, | 


K 5 Whoſo 
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v.14. Whoſo frareth the Lozd, ſhall 
not fear, nor be afraid, for he is his 
Hope. 
v. 15. Bleſſed is the Soul that feareth 


the Lozd, or to whom doth he look, 
and who is his ſtrength. 

v. 16. For the Eyes of the Lord are upon 
| them that love him, he is their 
mighty Protection, and ſtrong ſtay, 
g a defence from Heat, and a Cover 
from the Sun at Noon; a preſerva- 
tion from ſtumbling, and a help from 

falling. 
v.17. He raiſeth up the Soul, and light- 
neth the Eyes; he giveth Health, 
Life, and Bleſſing. 
C. 40. Riches and Strength lift up the 
V. 26. Heart, bni the fear of the Loꝛd is 
__ above them both ; there is no want 
in the fear of the Lozd, and it need- 
4 eth not to ſeek Help. 
V. 27. The fear of the Lozd is a fruit- 
Pp ful Garden, and covereth him above 
all Glory. 
C. 41. O Death! how bitter is the re- 
v. 3, membrance of thee, to a Man that 
liveth at reſt in his Poſſeſſions, unto 
the Man that hath nothing to vex 
him, and that hath Proſperity in all 
; things; 


tence to the Needy, and unto him 
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things; yea, to him that is yet able 
to receive Meat, 

O Death ! acceptable is thy Sen- 


whoſe ſtrength faileth, that is now 
in his old Age, and is vexed with all 
things, and to him that deſpaireth, 
and hath loſt patience.. 1 

But whoſo feareth the Lo2d,ſhall 
fear none of theſe things, for they 
will lift up their Supplications from 
the Earth, and pray for deliverance 
from Death, and call upon the Lord, 
the Father of their Lord, that he 
would not leave them in the days of 
their Trouble, and in the time of 
the Proud, when there is no help, * 

And For this Cauſe hath the. Loyd Baruch } 
put his kur in our hearts, to the intent 3* 7* 
we ſhould call upon his Name, and Praiſe it 
him. And if welive and walk in the: 1 
fear of God all our days, we ſhall F 
dwell in peace with him for Ever. 


| 

And that all may, is my hearty 1 
Deſire, and fervent Prayer unto Al- 
mighty God. The Principal End of 
my Writing this Treatiſe, is to Ex- 
cite thereunto; and unto a diligent 
perſeverance therein, that theſe great 
1 Bleſſings, 


— 
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Bleſſings, Privileges, and Favours, 
all may come to Enjoy, and Wit- 
neſs in and to them all the pre- 
cious Promiſes the gracious God hath 
made for their Encouragement, to be 
fulfilled in them; viz. to know their 
Sins Pardoned, and Wrath turned 
away, and how to direct their Friend- 
ſhip aright, and never to be Confound- 
ed; may have Joy, Gladneſs, and a 
merry Heart; be fed with the Bread 
of Underſtanding, made to drink of 
the Water of Wiſdom, and to be 


Life; and know it to go well with 
them at laſt, find favour in their 
Death,and have an Everlaſting Name, 
and Crown of Glory. 


% * 
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1 filled with good Fruits, may have long 
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Some Paſſages out of the 
NEW- TESTAMENT, 


Concerning the Fear of 
God. 


AVING gone through the 
Old-Teſtament, I ſhall now 
proceed unto the New ; and 


mew from thence, how the Teſtator 


thereof, our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the 
dear Son of the Father's Love, that 
Great PROP HET, whom we ought 
to hear in all things, the Miniſter of 
all True Miniſters; who Taught 
not like unto the Scribesand Phariſees, 
or thoſe 'whoſe Fear towards God, 
was taught by the Precepts of Men. 
But as one having Authority, as he is 
indeed of great Authority, becauſe all 
Power. in Heaven and in Earth was 
given unto him, whoſe Name is a- 
bove every Name, and whoſe words 
were Spirit, and Liſe; and at whoſe 
a Doctrine, 


Mat. 3. 
17. 


g | Heb. 1, 
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Doctrine, all were aſtoniſhed. He 
who was Miraculouſly Conceived in 
the Virgin MART, by the Holy 
Ghoſt, and was Born in Bethelem 
of Judea, and was the only begotten 
of the Father, whom the Wiſe Men 
of the Eaſt Worſhipped, having ſeen 
his Star, and by that ſmall Light of 
his, were rightly guided to him, who 
is the Great Light, from whence the 
Star receiv'd its Light, and was 
therefore truly called his Star, who 
was termed the Son of Foſeph the Car- 

penter. | 
But the Voice from Heaven ſaid; 
This is my Beloved Son, in whom 1 am 
well-pleaſed. Of whom it was alſo 
faid, When I bring my ſirſt Begotten 
into the World, let all the Angels Wor- 
ſhip him, whoſe Throne is for Ever and 
Ever, and a Scepter of Righteouſneſs, is 
the Scepter of his Kingdom. Who was A- 
nointed with theOil of Gladneſs above 
his Fellows; and in the Beginning 
laid the Foundation of the Earth, 
and the Heavens were the Work of 
his Hands. Who yet condeſcended, 
in Love to Man, to make himſelf of 
no Reputation, and took upon ane 
the 
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the form of a Servant, and was 
made in likeneſs of Man. 

When He (this Holy one) called 
unto him his Twelve Diſciples, as he 
had all Power, he gave Power unto them 
againſt unclean Spirits, to caſt them 
out, and to Heal all manner of Sick- 
neſſes,and all manner of Diſeaſes, and 
ſent them forth to Preach freely; ſay- 
ing unto them, freely ye have received, 
freely give: And told them, that be 
ſent them forth asSheep in the midſt of 
Wolves; and that they ſhould be de- 
livered up to the Councils, and Scour- 
ged in the Synagogues, and be 
brought before Kings and Governors 
for his Sake, and be hated of all Men, 
and Perſecuted. 

To theſe he gave this wonderful 
Counſel, and great Command, Fear 


not them who kill the Body, but are not Mat, 16, 


able to kill the Soul, but rather feat him 28. 
who # able to deſtroy both Soul and Body 


in Hell. Thus Chriſt warned his Fol- _ 


lowers to fear God, and told them * 
how God's Providence and Care 
would then be over them, and Cau- 
tioned them to beware of Covetouſ- 


neſs ; telling them a Man's Life con- 
liſts 
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ſiſts not in the abundance of the 
things he poſleſſeth. Shewiag alſo, 
if any Man layeth up Treaſure for 
himſelf, and lives not in the fear. of 
God, he's Fooliſh, in that he neg- 
lets thoſe things which are of the 
greateſt moment, and relates to the 
good of his Soul. And if God ſhould 
ſay unto any ſich as are Rich, and 
fear not him, thou Fool, thu 
Night ſhall thy Soul be required of thee ? 
what would all their Riches got out 


of the fear of God avail, or what 


profit will it be to them, if they loſe 
their Souls, and go where the Rich 
Man who died did, viz. into Hell, 
and into the Torments of it; from 
whence they can no more get, than 
he could, tho' they may then be 
as deſirous and as Earneſt as he was; 
for as he, ſo they had in this Life, 


what they eſteemed their good things, 


their high fare, gorgeous Apparel, 
and Riches, which they out of the 
fear of God purſued, poſſeſſed and 
delighted in for a moment, but now 
they muſt have Sorrow, Pain and 
Torment for Ever; which is, . 
WI 
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will be the Portion of thoſe who live 
and die out of the fear of God. 

Oh! therefore that all might Se- 
riouſly Conſider this, and diſpoſe 
themſelves, whilſt they have time, 
to ſeek after and purſue thoſe things 
which tend to their preſeat Peace, 
and future Happineſs. And be Care- 
ful to avoid and depart from that, 
which provokes him, who is able to 46. ® 
deſtroy both Soul and Body in Hell, and Luke 12, 
hath Commanded his to fear him ; * 
and they who truly do ſo, anſwer the 
1// Commandment, in hearing and 
obeying of him, whom all ought to 
hear, Fear, .and love, with all their 
Hearts, Souls, Minds, and Thoughts ; Mark 
and ſuch love their Neighbour as them- 29, 30. 
ſelves, and are of his little Flock, 
to whom it is the Father's good plea- 
ſure to give the Kingdom, which he 
hath prepared for thoſe who fear 
him; as our Lord Jeſus Chriſt encou- 
ragingly ſaid to his Sheep, Fear not rate 
little Flack, for it's your Father's good © 
pleaſure to give you the Kingdom, This 
was and is to be the Reward of thoſe 
who truly love, fear and truſt in God, 
and are more or ' moſt principally 

concerned 


(234) 
concerned to think on him, and to 
diſcharge their Duty, by living in 
his fear, and keeping his Com. 
niands, than to take thought for 
their Body, what they ſhall eat, or 
what they ſhall put on, knowing, 
and fully believing, that he who feed- 
eth the Ravens, cloatheth the Graſs, 
and arrays the Lillies, (as they live in 
Faith, and Fear) will without doubt, 
much more provide for and bleſs 
them (who are the moſt Noble part 
of his Creation) with thoſe things 
that he ſees moſt needful and conve- 
nient for them, and teach them to 
continue Godly, and to be content 
with what he is pleaſed to afford 
them, whilſt they are here upon the 
Earth; and they'll alſo conſider, as 
it's but a little while they have to be 
here, to poſſeſs whatever the Lord 
may make them Stewards of; it's 
their moſt Principal Concern to lay 
up for themſelves Treaſure in Heaven, 
as Chriſt hath Councelled, knowing 
they are in his eſteem Fools, who 
ſeek Earthly Treaſure, and neglect 
the Heavenly, and obey not his Com- 
mand, to fear God, which is Wiſ- 
dom. And 
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And when the Chriſtian Religion, 4%s 9. 


of which the Lord Jeſus Chriſt was 
the Founder (and Teacher of God's 
Fear) ſpread in the World, by the 
Bleſſing of God, and-Preaching of the 
Apoſtles and Miniſters of Chriſt, 
Men who feared the Lord, Churches 
were gathered by them throughout 
all Jadea, and Galilee, and Samaria, 
and they were Edified, and, walking 
in the fear of the Lord, and in the 
Comfort of the Holy Ghoſt, were 
multiplied. And thoſe in that day, 
as in this, who are devout Men, 
and Fear God, and Pray to him al- 
ways, God hears and hath a regard to 
them, now, as then, who are Juſt, 
and of good Report, as Cornelius was, 
tho' they have not a clear under- 
ſtanding of the Chriſtian Religion, 
yet are willing to hear and receive 
what ſhall be delivered unto them by 
the Meſſengers of Chriſt, who are 
often opened to declare as Peter did, 


of a Truth that God is no Reſpecter of Ads rc. 


Perſons, but in every Nation he that * 
feareth God, and worketh Righteouſneſs, 
is accepted with him. And ſuch, when 


they come to hear Jeſus of Nazareth 
— Preach, 
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Preach, whom God anointed with the 
Holy Ghoſt, and with Power, whom 
the Fews Slew; and Hanged on a Tree, 
bur God raiſed him up the 3d Day, 
he is ordained by him, to be Judge of 
che Quick and Dead; through whoſe 
Name, whoſoever Believes in him, 
{hall receive Remiſſion of Sins, and 
the Holy Ghoſt; wherewith, as they 
wait in it, they will be Baptized in 
the Name of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
and therein abiding, and dwelling, they 


will become ſuch Virgin Souls, that 


experience his Name to be as precious 
Ointment ponred forth, and there- 
fore will they love him; and as they 
abide therein, and in that Fear he 
taught, they'll enjoy his Bleſſing, which 
exceeds all other Bleſſings, and be 
preſerved ſafe, out of the Snares 
that the grand Enemy of their Souls 
lays to enſnare them with, and will 
find acceptance with God, through 
Chriſt, and Salvatioa to their Souls, 
by him; and as they abide in his 
Love, and Fear, they'll know his 
Doctrine, and keep his Commandments, 
aad be his Diſciples indeed, and Love 
one another, and be kindly affectioned 

| one 
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one to another; and in that Far 
he taught, they'll ſabmit themſelves 
one to another, and not tranſgreſs his 
Dof#rine, but abide therein, and fol- 
low his Enſample, who in the days of 
his Fleſh was heard, in that he fear- 
ed; and tho' he was the Son of God, 
the only begotten of the Father, yer 
learaed he Obedience, and was an 
Excellent Enſample, worthy to be 
followed and obeyed by all, for he 
being made perfect, through Suffer- 
ing, became (and is) the Author of 
Eternal Salvation unto all them who 
obey him. — And all ſuch who paſs the 
time of their Sojourning here in that 
Fear he Taught, they'll Honour all 
Men, Love the Brotherhood, Fear 
God, Honour the King ; be Peaceable, 
live a Godly Life in all Honeſty, Injure 
no Man, and Pray for all Men, know- 
ing God would have all Men to be 
Saved, and come to the Knowledge 
of the Truth; and in order thereun- 
to, the only Saviour taught the fear 
of God, which 1 have Treated of 
and He Commanded ; this fear, and 
the keeping of God's Commandments, 
is the Whole Duty of Man; yea, of 

every 


| 
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every Man and Woman; and as all 
live in this fear, they will d:/charge 
their ſeveral Duties, and Places to 


each other in their. reſpeQive Rela- 
Eph, 5. tions. 8 
25. Husbands who Live in this Fear, 


Col. 3- will Love their Wives, even as Chriſt 
loved the Church, and will nos be 
bitter againſt them, but dwell with 
them, according to Knowledge, gi- 
ving Honour unto them, as to the 
weaker Veſſel, and as being Heirs 
together of the grace of Life, that 
their Prayers be not hindred. 

£p1-5-2 Wives alſo living therein, will 


Love their Husbands, and live in Sub- 


jection to them, and ſubmit themſelves 
to their own Husbands, as unto the 
Lord, and have their Converſations 
Chaſte, being Coupled with the (ear 
of God. 
bet. 3. Children alſo that Fear the Lord, 
2 34. will obey their Parents in him, for 
this is right, and they will honour 
their Father and Mother, which is 
the iſt Commandment with Promiſe. 
Yea, they'll obey their Parents in all 
things, for that's well pleaſing to the 
Lord. 
And 


1 
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And Fathers chat live in the fear 
of God, will not provoke their Chil- 
dren to Anger, leaſt they be diſcou- Feb. 6. 
raged, but will bring them up in the * © 
Nurture and Admonition of the Lord. 
Servants that fear God, and live © 3*: 
therein, will be Obedient to their Ma- 
ſters, and with fear and trembling, in ſin- 
gleneſs of their Hearts, as unto Chriſt, not 
with Eye-Service, as Men-pleaſers, but as 
the Servants of Chriſt, doing the will of 
God,us from the heart, with good will, do- 
ing Service to the Lord, and not to Men; 
knowing whatſoever good thing they do, 
the ſame ſhall they receive ſrom the Lord, 
whoſe fear is excellent, and worthy 
of great Commendation, and of my 
earneſt Recommendation in this Trea- 
tiſe; which is writ to excite all to 
Love and Live therein; even that 
Fear which the Angel who flew in 
the midſt of Heaven, who had the 
Everlaſting Goſpel to Preach to every 
Nation, and People, he Preached this 
tear of God; ſaying with a loud voice, 
Fear God, and give Glory to his Name, Rev. 13. 
for the Hour of his Fudgments are come. *: 


Oh! that all therefore might come 
to Live and Die in this Fear, fer 
they 
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they may be Bleſſed from henceforth; 
for they who Live in the Lord, and 
his Fear, ſhall Die in him, and his 
Favour; and they ſhall (as the Spirit 


; ſaith) reſt from their Labours, and f 
i their Works will follow them: And they 7 
gl ſhall ſtand upon the Sea of Glaſs, and} 11 
have the Harps of God, and ſhall Sing, I Pi 
I ſaying, Great and Marvelow are thy || th 
N Works, Lord God Almighty; Juſt and I hi 
| True are thy ways, thou King of Saints, | w 
| who ſhall not Feav thee, O Lord, ard} b 
Glorifie thy Name, for thou only art Holy, I 
for all Nations ſhall come and Worſhip} b 

Rev. 19, before thee. And a Voice came out of 
5, the Throne, ſaying, Praiſe our God al g 
ye his Saints, and ye that CAC him, both f 
ſmall and great. b 
8 
( 
( 
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The ConcLus1ox. 


S the foregoing Treatiſe is con- 
E cerning the FEAR OF GOD, 
| may ſay (in the words of the Wile 
Preacher, Let us hear the Concluſion of 


the whole Matter) Fear God, and keep 


his Commandments, for this is the 


whole Duty of Man: For God will Fedeſ. 


bring every Work into Judgment, 
with every Secret thing, whether it 
be good, or whether it be evil. 

And as this is a great Truth, and 
generally owned by the various Pro- 
teſſors of the Chriſtian Religion, and 
by all that acknowledge that the Holy 
Scriptures, are given by Inſpiration of 
God, ſo it ought to be the Principal 
Concern of every one, to be found 
in the Practice and Performance there- 
of, viz. To Fear God, and to keep his 
C,mmandments; and the Commands 
ot the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who is God 
over all, bleſted for ever; whoſe 
Commands and Doctrines are not to 
be broken, nor tranſgreſled, but to be 
kept, and abode in; for as Chir iſt 
ſaid, Whoſoever therefore ſhall break 

L ONE; 


12. 13, 
4. 
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1 5 one of the leaſt Commandments, 


2 John 


and ſhall teach Men ſo to do, he 
ſha!l be called the leaſt in the King- 
dom of Heaven : But whoſoever ſhall 
do, and teach them, the ſame ſhall 
be called great in the Kingdom of 
Heaven. Andthe Commands (in that 
Chapter, as alſo in the other parts 
of the New-Teſtament) which Chriſt 
gave forth, are to be obſerved, and 
kept, and his Doctrine abode i in, and 
this is Love [or a plain Demonſtra- 
tion of Love and Fear to God] that 
we walk after his Commandments ; 
and as whoſoever tranſgreſſeth, and 
abideth not in the Doctrine of Chriſt, 
hath not God, ſo every one that 
keeps his Commandments, ſhall abide 
in his Love; and whoſcever abides in 
bis Love, will fear God, and keep 
his Commandments, and faithfully 
diſcharge their whole Duty; fo 
that when every ones Works, 
with every ſecret thing which they 
have done (in the fear of God) are 
brought to judgment, they i} not be 
Condemned, but Jultified; for they 
naving been ſo truly Wiſe as to Fear 
Cod, and to keep his Commandmeats 
here on Earth, they fha!l Inherit 
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Glory in Heaven : But thoſe who 
are ſo Fooliſh, as to neglect the per- 
formance of their Duty here, which 
is to Fear God, and to keep his Command- 
ments, Shame and Condemnation will 
be their Portion, when God ſhall 
bring. every one of thoſe Evil Works 
which they have wrought here, wich 
every ſecret thing that they have 
done out of his fear, unto Judgment ; 
as he moſt certainly will, then ſuch, 
to their unſpeakable ſorrow will 
find it, and that they are left with- 
out Excuſe; eſpecially all ſuch, who 
have and do confeſs it is their Duty, 
whilſt here, to fear God, and to keep 
his Commandments, which is bur 
reaſonable; ſeeing he who requires 
as to peiform this Duty, hath in 
Love aud Mercy unto Man, cauſed that 
Grace, which the Holy Apoſtle was 
told by the Lord, was ſufficient for 
him, even that Grace and Truth 
which is come by Jeſus Chriſt,and that 
which brings Salvation, hath God cau- 
ſed to appear to and in every Man, 
to Teach and Enable every one that 
Learns thereof, to deny all Ungod- 
lineſs, to live Righteouſly, and to 
perform their whole Duty, wiz. To 
Fear 
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Fear God, and to keep his Commanament; * 
W hich that I, and all may, let us 
above all things, Love and Learn of 
him, and his Grace, who gave this 
tender Counſel, in great Love Learn 
of me, that we'may know Reſt and 
Peace unto our Souls here, and for ever 
and Ever. So with earnelt deſire that 
a!l may, I recommend you to God (and 
tothe word of his Grace)who is able to 
keep you [from falling ſhort of your 
Duty, J and to preſent you faultleſs, 
before the preſence of his Glory with 
exceeding Joy, as you diſcharge your 
whole Duty to him. 


So to the only wiſe God our Sa- 
viour, be Glory, and Majeſty, Do- 
minion, and Power, now, and for 
Ever, Amen. 
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Epiſtles, on ſundry Occaſions, in Verſe. by Willi- 
am Maſſey. price 6 d. 

Piety Promoted, in a Collection of the Dying 
Sayings of many of the People called Quakers. 
With a brief Account of ſome of their Labours 
im the Golpel, and Sufferings for the ſame. 
in 3 Volumes, By F. Tomkins, pr. 1 & each. The 
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The Chriſtian Quaker, and his Divine Teſti. 
mony, fla ed and viudcated, from Scripture, Rea- 
{on and Authority, the Second Edition. By . 
Denn. Price Bound 28. 

Primitive Chriſtianity Revived, in the Faith 
and Practice of the People called Quakers. 
Written in Teſtimony to the preſent Diſpenſa- 
tion of God, through them to the Vorld ; that 
Pre ju ſices mav be removed, the Simple informed, 
the Well. inclined encouraged, and the Truth 
and its Innocenc Frieads rightly repreſented 
By . Pemn, price Bound 15. | 

A Defence of a Paper, entituled, Goſpei- 
Truths, againſt the Exceptions of the Biſhop of 
Cork's Teſtimony (againſt the Quakers.) By W. 
Penn, price Bound 1 £. 

_ ABrief Account of the Riſe and Progre's of 
the People called Quakers, in which their Fun- 
damental Principle, Dottrines, Worſhip, Miniftry 
and Diſcipline, are plainly declared, 7e. With a 
Summary Relation of the former Diſpenſations 
0f God in the World, hy V. Penn. pr. 18. 

An Account of N. Penn's Travels in Holland 
and Geraany, for the Service of the Goſpel of 
Chriſt; by way ot Journal. Containing alſo 
divers Letters and Epiftl-s, writ to ſeveral Great 
and Eminent Perſons, whilft there. The Second 
Impreſſion. Corrected b, the Author's own 
Copy; with ſome Anſwers not before Printed. 
To which is now added two Epiſtles, formerly 
printed in Dutch, but never in Engliſh, till this 
third Edition, price Bound 25. 

God's Protecting Providence, Man's Sureſt 
Help and Defence, in times of the greateſt Dif- 
fic ulty, and moſt eminent Danger. Evidenc'd in 
the Remarkable Pcliverance of Robert Barrow, 

| | T9: with 
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with divers other Pecſons, from the Devouring 
Waves of the Sea, among which they ſuffered 
Shipwrack 3 And alſo, from the cruel Devouring 
Jaws of the nl umane Caninals of Florida. Faith- 
fully related by one of the Perſons concerned 
therein, Fonathan Dickenſon. Price Stitch'd 8 4. 
Tux Feangelica A'tiftata: Or, a ſurther Te- 
flimeny to the Sufficiency of the Light Within. 
Eeing a Reply to George Keith's Cenſure, In 
his hook, Intituled, n Account of the Quakers 
Foliticks, Upon certain Paitages in my Book, 
Intituled, Mere, Covering the Judgment Seat, &c. 
For the clearing of Truth from G. K's Miſr pre- 
ſentations, and Satisfying of Sober Enquirers into 
the True State of the Controverſie between us 
By Richard Claridge. Price ſtitch'd 1 s. 
Anguis Flagellatus; or, a Switch for the: Snake, 
Being an Anlwer to the Third and Laſt Edition 
of the Snakz in the Graſs. Wherein that Author's 
Injuftice, both in Quotation and Story, are dif 
covered and obviated. And the Truth, Dottri- 
nally delivered by Us, ſt ted and maintained, in 
oppoſition to his Miſreg: zſentation and Perver- 
ſion. By Zoſeph Wyeth. To which is added, a 
Supplement by G. Whi,ekead. price 3s. 6 J. 
SACRED Hiſtory: Or the Hiftorical Part of 
the Holy Scriptures of the Old Teſtament} 
Gathered out from the other Parts thereof, and 
Digeſted. (as near as well could be) into due Me- 
thod, with reſpect to order of Time and Place, 
With ſome Obſervations, here and there, tend- 
ing co Illuſtrate fome Paſſages therein, And a 
Table to the whole, in Folio, By Thomas Elwood. 
Price 103. e 
A Scripture Catichiſm for Children by Amb. 
Rigg, Price Bound 64. „ s 
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BOOKS Sold by J. Sowie. 
The Harmony of Divine and Heavenly Doe 
Arines, demonttrated in ſundry Declarations, 
on Variety of Subjects. Preached at the Quak-rs 
Meetings in London, by Mr. W. Penn, Mr. G. 
Whitehead, Mr. S. Waldenfiell, Mr. B. Coole; 
taken in Short hand, as it was delivered by them, 
and now Faithfully Tranſcribed and Publiſhes 
for the Information of thoſe, who by reaſon of ig- 
norance, may have received a prejudice againſt 
them. By a Lover ot that People, price 1 s. 6d. -. 

A brief Teſtimony to the great Duty of 
Prayer; ſnewing the Nature and Benefit there- 
of; to which is added, Many Fminent and Select 
Inſtances of God's /n{wer to Prayer: Coblected 
out of the Record of Holy Scriptures. By F. 
Tomkins. With a Poſtſcript by F. F. The Second 
Edition! Price 6 d. 

An Abridgment of Euſebius Pamphilizs*s Ec- 
cleſiaſtical Hiſtory, in two Parts, Part I. A 
Compendious Commemoration of the Remark- 
ableſt Chronolog ies which are contain'd in that 
Famous Hiſtory. Part II. A Summary or brief 
hint of the Twelve Perſecations ſuſtained by 
the Ancient Chriſtians, wich a Compendious 
Pa ra phraſe upon the fame. Whereunto is ad- 
ded, A Catalogue of the Synods and Conncils, 
which were after the Days of the Apoſtles; to 
gether with a hint of what was decreed in the 
ſame. By :7ttnr Gato The Second Edition, 
with large Aditions by another Hand. Pr. 15. 

The Saints Travel to Spiritual Cauaun. 
Wheretn is diicovered ſeveral Falie Reſts ſhort 
of the true Spiritual coming of Chriſt in his: 
People. Witha Prief Dilcovery of what the 
coming of Chriſt in Spirit is; who is the alone 
true Reſt and Center of Spirits. The Third. 
Edition. By RIF ki:f73. Price. + Moe 
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More Fruits of Solitude; being the Second 
part of Reflections. and Maxims, relating to 
the Conduct of Humane Life. By the Author 
vi the former. price 9 4. 

Ihe Harmony of the Old and New Teſt :. 
ment; and the fulfilling of the Prophets, con- 
ceruing our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, and 
his Kingdom and Glory in the latter Days, 
With a brief Concordance of the Names and At- 
#cibutes, Cc. given unto Chriit ; and ſome 
texts of -Scripture, collected concerning Chriſt's 
Humiliation and Sufferings; alſo, of his moſt 


exccllent Dignity and Glorification. publiſhed, 


for the henent of Chriſtians and Jews, by Jol 
Tomkins, With an Appendix to the Jews, by 
N. Penn. 3d Edition, with Addit ions. Price 15. 

No Croſs, No Crown, A Diſcourſe of the 
Nature and Diicipline of the Holy Croſs of 
Chriſt. In 2 parts, 6th Edition. by W. Penn. 
price hound 38. 

Ser ipture-Inſtructions; digeſted into ſeveral Se- 
Fions, by way of Queſtion and Anſwer. In order 
to promote Piety and Virtue, and diſcourage Vice 
and Immirality. with a Preface relating to Educa- 
1 2. By john Freame, price 15, 

Truth's Vindication ; or, a gentle Stroke to 
wipe oft the foul Aſperſions, falſe Accuſations 
and Miſrepreſentationz, caſt upon the people 
of God, called Quakers, both with reſpect to 
their Jrinciples, and their way of Proſehyting 
Frople over to them. by F. Baihurſt. Price 1. 

A brief Hiſtory of the Voyage of Katharine 
Evans and Sarah Cheevers, to the Ifland of Malta, 
where the Apcfile Paul ſuffer'd Shipwreck. #0 
which is added a Relation of Ger e R birſ.n's 
tourney to Fernſaſem. price bound 1 5. 

Mercy 
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Mercy covering the Judgment-Seat; and Life 
and Light triumphing over Death and Dark- 
neſs; In the Lord's tender Viſitation, and 
wonderful Deliverance, of one that ſat in 
Darkneſs, and in the Region and Shadow of 


Death. Witneſſed unto in certain Epiſtles and 
papers of Living Experience. By R. Claridge. 6 d. 
A Collection of the Chriſtian Writings, La- 
bours, Travels and Sufferings, of that faithful 
and approved Miaiſter of Jeſus Chriſt, Roger Hay- 
dock; with an account of his Death, Cc. 15. 6 d. 
The Arraignment of Popery, being a ſhorc 
Collettion taken-out of the Chronicles, and other 
Books of the State of the Church in the Primi- 
tive Times, I. The State of the P.piſts; how 
long it was before the Univerſal POPE and 
MASS was ſetup, and the bringing in their 
Rudiments, Traditions, Beads, Purgatory, 
Tythes and Inquiſitions. II. A Relation of the 
Cruelties they acted after the Pope got up, be- 
ing worſe than the Turk and Z7eathen ; New 
Mme proving like Old. III. What the Peo- 
ple of England worſhipped before they were 
Chriſtians, IV. To which is added, The 
Blood of the Martyrs is the Seed of the Church. 
With ſeveral other Things, very profitable for 
all that Fear God, to Read, Try, and give 
Judgment on in the Spirit of Truth, againſt the 
Worthip of the Beait and Whore, By G. F. 

and E. H. Price Bound 1 s.6 4. EA 
A Treatiſe concerning Baptiſm, and the Lord's 
Supper. Shewing, that the true Diſciples of 
Chriſt ars ſent to Baptize Men into the Name 
of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt; for the 
Carrying on of which, Cht iſt is with them, aid 
will be, to the End of the World. Allo, a few 
Words 
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Words concerning the Lord's Supper; fliew. 
ing, that thoſe that Sup with him, are in his 
Kingdom. by Fohn Gratton.. price bound 9 4, 

1 he poor Mechanicks Flea, againſt the rich 
Clergys Oppreſſion; ſhewing, I ithes are no 
Goſpel-Miniſters Maintenance; in a brief and 
plain Method, how that Tithes (as now paid) 
are both Inconſiſtent with the diſpenſation of 
the Law, and diſpenſation of the Goſpel; alſo, 
how they were brought mto the Church many 
Hundred Years after Chriſt, and teſtified a. 
gainſt by many ancient Chritians and Martyrs, 
with ſeveral fober Reaſons againit the payment 
thereof. by John Bocket. price 3 d. 

Piety Promoted, in a Collection of Dying. 
Sayings of many of the Jeople called Quakers, 
with ſome Memorials of their Virtuous Lives. 
The Fourth aud FifrhVol.,. Fr. bound x s. each, 

A Journal, or Hiſterical Account of the Life, 
Travels, Sufterings, © hriltian ! xperiences, and 
Labour of Love in the Work © the viiniitry, of 
that Antient, Eminent and Faith'ul Servant of 
Jeſus Chriſt, George Fox. the Second Edition 
in two Volumes. Price 105. 

Satred Iiiftory: Or the Hiſtorical Part of 
the Holy Scripturcs of the New Feffament; 
with fome Obſervations, tending to Illuſtrate 
ſome alfages therein. And a Table to the 
whole, in Folio, by I homas EI wood. pr. 9 5. 

Fruits of Retirement; or Miſcellaneous Poems, 
Moral and D yine, Being fome Letters, Con- 
templ.tions, Cc. written on Variety of Subjects; 


by Mary M2» im:ux, late of Leverpood, deccalcd. 


price bourid 1 5. 6 4. 
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The Works of Thomas Lawſon, being Four 
rcatiies, viz, 1. A Mite into the Treaſury, he- 
ing a word to Actifts, Oc. II. A Treatiſe re- 
lating to che Call, work, and wages of the Mini- 
ſters of Chriſt and Antichrift, Cc. III. A Trea- 
tile of B1ptiims, and the Supper, Bread & Wine. 
IV. Dagon's Fall before the Ark, Cc. Price 3 5. 

The Spirit of the Martyrs R-vivel : In a Brief, 
Compen:lious Collection of the moſt Remarka- 
ble Pallages, and Living Teftimonies of the true 
Church, & Faithful Martyrs in al! Ages. p. 33. 

The Tryal of Spirits, both in Teachers and 
Hearers, Whereia is held forth the clear Diſ- 
covery, aud certain Dowafal of the Carnal, 
and Anti-Chriitian Clergy of theſe Nations. 
Teſtified from the Word of God, to the Unis 
verſity Congregation in Cambriige. Wherez 
unto is added, a Plain and Necetliry Confu. 
tat ion of divers groſs Errors delivered by Mr. 
Sydrach Sympſon, in a Sermon Preached to the 
lame Congregation, at the Commencement, 44+ 
no MDCLIUI. Wherein (among other things) 
is declared, That the Univerſities (according 
to their preſent Statutes and Practices) are not 
(as he affirmed) anſwerable to the Schocls of 
the Prophets, in the time of the Law; but ra- 


ther to the Idolatrous High Places. And that 


Humane Learning, is not a Prep ration appoint- 


ed by Chrift, either for the right Underſtanding, 


or right Teaching the Goſpel. With a brief 
Teſtimony againſt Divinity. Degrees in the Uni- 
verſities. As alſo Luther's Teſtimony at large 
upon the whole Matter. And laſtly, The right 
Re furmation of Learning, Schovls and Univer- 
fities, according to the State of the Goſpel, and 
the Light that ſhines therein. All neceſlary fur 
an tha 
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the Iuſtrutt ion and Direction of the Faithful i Nr 
theſe laſt times. By William Del, Miniſter o 4 
the Goipel, and, Maſter of Gonvil and Ctiuf 
Colledge in Cambridge. Price Bound 1 xs. 64 N. 

A Light Shizing out of Darkneſs: Or, Occaliſfi: 
onal Queries, ſubmitted to the judgment of (ud a 
as would enquire into the True State of Thiog 1; 
in our Times. The whole Work revil-d by th 
Author, the Proofs engliſhed and augmented 
with ſundry MateriaiZ:Tourſes, concerning the 
Miniſtry,, Separation, Inſpirativn, Scripture 
Humane Learning, Caths, Tithes, Oc. With? 92 
brief Apology for the Cu ters, that they are 77 
not Inconſiftant with Magiftracy. By an In. Jb. 
ditlecent, but Learned Hand. The Third EI, 
dition. Price Pound 15. 64. . 

The Spiritual Guide: Which diſ-intangles the n i 
Soul, and brings it by the inward Way, to the 
getting of perfect Contemplation, and the Rich}, 
Treaſarc of Internal Peace, Written by Dr.]: 
Micha I de Maolinos. Tranflated from the /talian 
Copy. Price Bound 9 d. 

Ber ⁰z.)‚ : Or, The Doctrine of 
Baptiſms; Reduced from its Antient and Modern 
Corruptions, and Reſtored to its Primitive 
Soundneſs and Integrity: According to the 
Word of Truth, the Subſtance ' of Faith, and 
the Nature of Chriſt's Kingdom. By William 
Dell, Mͤiniſter of the Goſpel, and Maſter of 
Gonvil & Caius Colledge in Cambridge. Price 4d. 

Chriſt's Spirit, a Chriſtian Strengtb: Or, à 
plain Diſcovery of the Mighty and Invincible 
Power that all Believers Receive through the 
Gift of the Spirit- Firſt held forth in Two 
Sermons on Ad, 1. 8. and after Publiſhed for 
the Inſturction and Uſe of thoſe that are 
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piritual, Anno 645 By William Dell, Miniſter of 
ge Golpel of Jeſus Chriſt. Price 6 4. 
Academia Cœleſtis: The Heavenly Univerſity: 


r, che Highett School, where alone is that 


igheſt Teaching, the Teaching of the Heart, 
Francis Nuſe, ſometime Provoſt of Eaton- 
olledge. A Treatiſe written above Threeſcore 
ſears ſince: The Third Editivn, Reviſed and 
ompared with the Latin, Price bound x s. 
A Treatiſe of Fevers: un which is contain'd, 
Deſcription of the Nature of e mentation; 


Together, with the Cauſes, Symptoms, aud Cures 
of all Feavers. Written Originally in Latin 


y the Author of Riverius Reformatus, and now 
done into Engliſh by D. M. Price Bound 16. 
The Writing Scholars Companion : Or, infall- 
ble Rules for Writing True Engliſh with Eaſe 
and Certainty; Drawn from the Grounds and 


Reaſons of the Engliſh Tongue. Comprehend- 
"Jing in a Full, Plain, and Exact Method what- 


ever is neceſſary to be obſerved in Writing True 
Engliſh. In Three Parts. Compoſed for the 
Benefit of all ſuch as are Induſtriouſſy Ambitious 
of ſo Commendable an Oraament, as Writing 
true Engliſh, is generally eſteemed. Recom- 
mended eſpecially to the Youth of hoth Sexes, 

and to be Taught in Schools. Price Bound 1 s, 
A Diurngl Speculum : Containing, I. A plain 
and eaſie Method to find ont thoſe things that 
are moſt uſeful to be known Yearly : And may 
ſerve as an Almanack for Thirty Years; and 
many other things ſuitable to the Matter. IT, 
An Explanation of Weights, Money, and Meas 
ſures, both Scriptural and Uſual 3 with ſundry 
Tables depending thereon, Oc. III. Some Re. 
marks on England ; or à Brief Account of every 
County 
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County, with the Names, and Days of the Mar. 
45 Kkeets, and the Chief Commodities therein, Ge. 
I! be whole conſiſting of great Variety, explain. 
ccd by divers Examples, the like in all Particu. 
* Inrs, not extant; as by the Contents does more 
at large appear. Collected by J. Bocket. Pric 
Bound 15. 6. 4. a 
A few Queries relating to the Practice of * Phy. 
fe, with Remarks upon ſome of them. Nodeſtly 
| Propoſed to the Serious Conſideration of Man- 
7 kind, order for their Information, how their 
4 Lives and Healths, (which are ſo neceſſary, and 
E there fo e ought to be dear to them) may be bet. 
1 ou preſerved. By H. Chamberlen, Phyſician in 
4g rdinary to the Late King Charles the Second. 
"v5 Price Bound 15. | 
A Vindication of VVomen's. Preaching, as 
well trom Holy Scripture and antient V Vritings, 
az from the Pzrapharie and Notes of the judici- 
ous F. Locke, on 1 Cor. xi. By F. Martin. pr. 15, 
"The Good Eonuſe-Wife made a- Doctor: Or, 
Health's Choice and Sure Friend. Being a plain 
way of Nature's own Preſcribing, to Prevent 
and Cure molt Diſeaſes incident to Men, Wo- 
men, and Children, by Diet and Kitchin-Phy- 
ſick only. With ſome Remarks on the Pra#tice}y 
of Phyfick and Chymittry. By Thamas Tryon, 
Student in Phyſick. The Second Edition. To 
which is added, Some Obſervations on the tedi- 
ous Methods of Unsk:}ful Chyrurgions 3 with 
Cheap and Fafie Remedies. By the ſame Au- 
thor. Price Bound 1s. £4. | 55 
Where alſo may be had Bibles, Teſtaments, 
Cor:cordances Spelling-Boaks, Primers, Horn- 
books with Writing-Paper, Paper-Bocks, Cc, 
and Mcriage Cartificares on Parchment, Stamp, 
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